
Develop processes to evaluate the efficacy of alternative health practices and medicinal 
products to ensure public safety and share this experience and lçnowledge with other 
countries in the Americas; 

Communicable Diseases 

Commit, at the highest level, to combat HIV/AIDS and its consequences, recognizing that 
this disease is a major threat to the security of our people; in particular seek to increase 
resources for prevention, education and access to care and treatment as well as research; 
adopt a multi-sectoral and gender sensitive approach to education, to prevention and to 
controlling the spread of HIV/AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) by 
developing participatory programs especially with high risk populations, and by fostering 
partnerships with civil society including the mass medià, the business sector and voluntary 
organizations; promote the use of ongoing horizontal mechanisms of cooperation to secure 
the safety of blood; increase national access to treatment of HIV/AIDS-related illnesses 
through measures striving to ensure the provision and affordability of drugs, including 
reliable distribution and delivery systems and appropriate financing mechanisms consistent 
with national laws and international agreements acceded to; continue dialogue with the 
pharmaceutical industry and the private sector in general to encourage the availability of 
affordable antiretrovirals and other drugs for HIV/AIDS treatment, and promote strategies 
to faci litate the sharing of drug pricing information including, where appropriate, that 
available in national data banks; promote and protect the human rights of all persons living 
with HIV/AIDS, without gender or age discrimination; utilize the June 2001 UN General 
Assembly Special Session on AIDS as a platform to generate support for hemispheric and 
national HIV/AIDS programs; 

Enhance programs at the hemispheric, national and local levels to prevent, control and treat 
communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, dengue, malaria and Chagas; 

Promote healthy childhood development through: prenatal care, expanded immunization 
programs, control of respiratory and diarrheal diseases by conducting programs such as the 
Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses, health education, physical fitness, access to 
safe and nutritious foods, and the promotion of breast-feeding; 

Non-Communicable Diseases 

Implement coimnunity-based health care, prevention and promotion programs to reduce 
health risks and non-communicable diseases such as cardiovascular disease and including 
hypertension, cancer, diabetes, mental illness as well as the impact of violence and accidents 
on health; 

Participate actively in the negotiation of a proposed Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control; develop and adopt policies and programs to reduce the consumption of tobacco 
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