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I Living Longer And Better 
People are living longer and better lives in South Asia. During 
the past few decades, the quality of life has improved for the 
average person in South Asia. Ten years ago, only  ha 1f  of the 
population had access to safe water; now 80% do. Twenty years 
ago, life expectancy was only 49 years  -  in 1998 it was 63.' 


