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the aforesaid treaties . Therefore, according to the equal rights to all States to
sovereignty, both Covenants should be left open for the purpose of the
participation of all States .

BARBADOS

"The Government of Barbados states that it reserves the right to postpone-
"a. The application of sub-paragraph (a) (1) of article 7 of the Covenant in

so far as it concerns the provision of equal pay to men and women for equal
work ;

"b. The application of article 10 (2) in so far as it relates to the special
protection to be accorded mothers during a reasonable period during and after
childbirth ; and

"c. The application of article 13 (2) (a) of the Covenant, in so far as it relates
to primary education ; since, while the Barbados Government fully accepts the
principles embodied in the same articles and undertakes to take the necessary
steps to apply them in their entirety, the problems of implementation are such
that full application of the principles in question cannot be guaranteed at this
stage ."

BELGIUM

I . With respect to article 2, paragraph 2, the Belgian Government interpret s
non-discrimination as to national origin as not necessarily implying an
obligation on States automatically to guarantee to foreigners the same rights as
to their nationals . The term should be understood to refer to the elimination of
any arbitrary behaviour but not of differences in treatment based on objective
and reasonable considerations, in conformity with the principles prevailing in
democratic societies . "

2 . With respect to article 2, paragraph 3, the Belgian Government
understands that this provision cannot infringe the principle of fair compensation
in the event of expropriation or nationalization .

BULGARIA

"The People's Republic of Bulgaria deems it necessary to underline that th e
provisions of article 48, paragraphs I and 3, of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rig}its, and article 26, paragraphs I and 3, of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, under which a number of
States are deprived of the opportunity to become parties to the Covenants, are of
a discriminatory nature . These provisions are inconsistent with the very nature of
the Covenants, which are universal in character and should be open for accession
by all States . In accordance with the principle of sovereign equality, no State has
the right to bar other States from becoming parties to a covenant of this kind ."

BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLI C

Declaration made upon signature and confirmed upon ratification:
The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic declares that the provisions of

paragraph I of article 26 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and of paragraph I of article 48 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, under which a number of States cannot become
parties to these Covenants, are of a discriminatory nature and considers that the
Covenants, in accordance with the principle of sovereign equality of States,
should be open for participation by all States concerned without any discrimina-
tion or limitation .


