— protecting human rights.

These principles are essential to the civilised
conduct of relations between states.

7. We express our support for what the coun-
tries of the Gulf and their neighbours are doing to
ensure their security in future. We intend to
maintain sanctions against Iraq until all the rel-
" evant resolutions of the Security Council have
been implemented in full and the people of Iraq,
‘as well as their neighbours, can live without fear
of intimidation, repression or attack. As for the
Iraqi people, they deserve the opportunity to
choose their leadership openly and democratically.
- We look forward to the forthcoming elections in
Kuwait and to an improvement of the human
rights situation there and in the region.

8. We attach overriding importance to the
launching of a process designed to bring compre-
hensive, just and lasting peace between Israel and
her Arab neighbours, including the Palestinians.
Such a peace should be based on UN SCRs 242
and 338 and the principle of territory for peace.
We support the concept of a peace- conference
starting parallel and direct negotiations between
Israel and representative Palestinians on the one
hand and Israel and the Arab states on the other.
We confirm our continuing support for the current
American initiative to advance the peace process,
which we believe offers the best hope of progress
towards a settlement. We urge all the parties to
the dispute to adopt reciprocal and balanced
confidence-building measures and to show the
flexibility necessary to allow a peace conference to
be convened on the basis set out in this initiative.
In that connection we believe that the Arab boy-
cott should be suspended as should the Israeli
policy of building settlements in the occupied
territories.

9. We take note with satisfaction of the pros-
pects opened by restoration of security in
Lebanon. We continue to support efforts by the
Lebanese authorities to achieve the implementa-
tion of the Taif process, which will lead to the
departure of all foreign forces and the holding of
free elections. '

10. We express our willingness to support the
development of economic cooperation among the
countries of the Middle East on the basis of liberal
policies designed to encourage the repatriation of

capital, an increase in investment and a decrease
in obstacles to trade. Such policies should be
accompanied by comprehensive long-term efforts

~ to bring about more stability for the Middle East

and the Mediterranean.

11. We welcome the further substantial progress
in reform, both political and economic, achieved

* in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe

during the last year and recognize that these gains
will need to be maintained through a difficult
period of economic transition, including through
regional initiatives. We have a strong interest in
the success of market reforms and democracy in
Central and Eastern Europe and we commit
ourselves to full support for these reforms. We
also take note of the progress of Albania towards

joining the democratic community of nations. '

12. Our support for the process of fundamental
reform in the Soviet Union remains as strong as
ever. We believe that new thinking in Soviet
foreign policy, which has done so much to reduce
East/West tension and strengthen the multilateral
peace and security system, should be applied on
a global basis. We hope that this new spirit of
international co-operation will be as fully reflected
in Asia as in Europe. We welcome efforts to create
a new union, based on consent not coercion,
which genuinely responds to the wishes of the
people of the Soviet Union. The scale of this
undertaking is enormous: an open and demo-
cratic Soviet Union able to play its full part in
building stability and trust in the world. We
reiterate our commitment to working with the
Soviet Union to support their efforts to create an
open society, a pluralistic democracy and a market
economy. We hope the negotiations between the
USSR and the elected governments of the Baltic
countries will resolve their future democratically -

~ and in accordance with the legitimate aspirations
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of the people.

13. Itis for the peoples of Yugoslavia themselves
to decide upon their future. However the situation
in Yugoslavia continues to cause great concern.
Military force and bloodshed cannot lead to a
lasting settlement and will only put at risk wider
stability. We call for a halt to violence, the
deactivation and return of military forces to
barracks and a permanent ceasefire. We urge all
parties to comply with the provisions of the Brioni
agreement as it stands. We welcome the efforts of
the European Community and its member states



