
Domestic Sparkling 
$2.81 

Club/Seltzer 
;2.11 

Non-Sparkring 
$0.85 

U.S. Bottled Water Prices - 1987 
Average Price Per Gallon ($US) 

Imports  $4.51 

Source: Beverage Marketingni  Annual Industry Survey 
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Figure 4 

U.S. Bottled Water Market 
Estimated Value ($millions) 1982-1987 

Ncn-Sparkling 
1,037.8 

Cub/Seltzer 

Club/Setter 	
M 387.8 

Domestic Sparlding 
Z30.5 	 VA «lee 304.9 

Dornesit Sparking 
Imports 
59 

1982 	 1987 

Source: Beverage Marketnind  Annual Industry Survey 
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Imports 
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Figure 5 

7 

The relationships 
between the various 
market segments do 
not remain constant if 
volume o f 
consumption is 
compared to value of 
shipments. This is due 
to the fact that 
average prices per 
gallons are not the 
same for these 
segments. Imports are 
generally ,  priced 
highest, seltzers and 
domestic sparkling 
waters come next and 
non-sparkling waters 
come in at a fraction 
of the price of the other categories. These prices are shown for the four categories 
of product in figure 4. In 1987, the wholesale price of a gallon of imported water 
was estimated to be $4.51, domestic sparkling $2.61, club/seltzer $2.11, and non-
sparkling $0.85. 

In 1987, the U.S. 
bottled water market 
amounted to an 
estimated wholesale 
value of shipments of 
$1,898 million. 
Figure 5 shows the 
total wholesale value 
of shipments of 
bottled water by 
market segment for 
1982 and 1987. The 
much higher value of 
imports, more than 
double the unit price 
of comparable 
domestic products, 
means that imports 
have a higher 
percentage market share on a dollar basis than when volume is taken into account. 
While there will always be an upscale market, one can only wonder whether the 
price difference shown here for 1987 can go on for very long. At the time this 
report was prepared, Perrier had just recalled all their inventory because of the 
presence of benzine in some of their product. While the behaviour of Perrier was 


