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RENEWED POLITICAL COMMITMENT AL POLICY CBANGE

1. Qur countries arec alrcady confronted by mzny prodblems of environmental
pollution and depletion of natural rosources resul:iing £Irom cur own
national as well as internzticnal policies and pressures. This cumulative
environmental degradaticn, in combination with our increased external
indcbtedness, daclining <erms of trade and sther adversce international
¢conomic -conditions, has already undermined our capacity and potential
to meet the needs of our pecple today and of our children tomorrow.

2. We therefore resolve to speed up thco process of change and innovation
towards development peolicies. and practices that are environmentally
s s . . o
sound, economically sustainable and socially acceptable.

. 3. We undertake tc inptegratc cnvironmontal concerns into all existing and
futuTe ecconomic and sectoral pclicies to cnsure %hat they protect  and
improve the environment znd na2tural resource basc on which the health
and weifare of our pecple depend. We must alsc buegin to implcment new
sustainable development gprogrammes that increase our possibilities for
meeting - the pressing necés of our people today without compremising
the prospacts of future generaztiens.

4. We therefore resolve to <nsure that instituticns charceéd with the
responsibilities of environmental resource managiément have the requirecd
iegal statutes, administrative  authority and suppocstive mechanisms for
co~ordination tc fulfiil <¢hose responsibilities, and to building new
institutions where requircd.

5. We further resclve to deveiop African stztegies and techreloagies for
procducticn, preservaticon,. siorage, dJ&isct=ispuricn and consumption which

will stimulate susta2inztlc eccnomic graweth 2nd secare livelihcods in

the rural areas where the majority of our populaticns live. Ve should
2t the same time adupr commen strategies concerning imported technolcegies
which coulé adversely affect our environmensz.

6. In the context of reviving economic growth with greater eguity and meeting
the 2ssenctial needc for Iood, weter, <n2rgy and jobs Zor our people,
we recsolve to take immedizte action on the following priority issues
and goals for achieving sustainable deveclopment in our countries and

continent.

- Mznaging demographic change and pressures

- achieving food self-sufficiency and food security

- +~Ensuring cfficient ané cquit=able use cf wzter rosnureces
- securing greater ancrgy scif-sufficiency

- Optimizing industrial production

- Mzintzining species ané ecosystems

- Preventing and reversing desertification.



