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153, It shotild be noted that for quite a long
tinie'after the first meeting of the International
CO*UTissior on llth August, 1954, the military aspect
was the more important one, aince it was intimately
oonnected with the plans regarding the establishmnent of
Provisional Assembly Areas for the immediate regroupment
of :forces.

154. The Franco-Laotian aide asserted that there
were .on or before 6th August,. 1954 (the cease-fire, date-)areas ini Phong Saly anid Samn Neua which were ixnder control
of their "Special Commandos." Aocording to the Franco-
Laotian aide, the exercised military control.over the
Western parts of the two Provinces. the Vietnaznese
People's Vollanteers/"Pathet Lao,, aide referred to these
Commandos as "pirates" and refu.sed to recognise them. as
forming part of the Laotian National Army,.

billitas,

C1aims 04

claiIo

15.The Vietnamese People ta volu.nteers/"lPatliet LLao" party olaimed that they lied complote znilitary
control over the. Provinces 'and that the "Pathet Lao" lias
now complets control over the Provinces; also that no
Franoo-Laotian troopa have exiatod there sinoe Mardi1953. They, however, accLlsed the Franco-Laotian aide of
having paradropped soma regalar Laotien National Army
Units after 8th August, 1954.

156. The Franco-Laotien aide, on the other hand,contond tiat there were very f ew "Pathet Lao"1 u.nits In
Piong Saly and Sami Noeua.

157. The Franco-Laotien side rejected th~e Viet-mres. People's Volunteers/"Patiet Lao" Partyls contention
of constituting Vhe totality of these two provinces intoProvisional Assenibly Arees for their troops and into finalassembly eareas for Vie "Pethet La-or troops only."

l$8, On lBth August, both the Delegations- sub- Prob1Omitted Vie-metter to-Vie International Commission ,'or its rofOeo4,recommendetion. The p±!oblem was disouased àt the 8th Vo iiéMeeting (26ti..29th Au.gu.st) of the International natiO,01Commission and itwas deoided tiat, in view of the C0i=10lpossibility of a Meeting between the ?rime Minister ofLaos and Vhe leader of the "Pathet Lao"j Vhe Commission1ý. -hotildabstain from making too rigid a 'recomnendation adaim PertioularlY at summoning Vie two Parties Vo reconci1e
their points of' view.

159. Sinoe the personnel necessary for the Inter-R6oOIuIIh1
dnatIonal CommissiontS InVestigation Teais lied flot tili datiOl'thon arrivedii'Leos, tie Commission, in itsletter of Inter0
30Vh Âugust, 1954, recomended tiat Vie'Joint Commission natiWjO
itself teke Vite f ollowing miesures: CxIi

<e) investigation byïJoint cGroups, in view 0f
the stipulation In Article 12 regarding
Laotian National Arniy Units ini situ, as Vo
wlietier tiere were any suci un A7scdated
In the two provinces or whetb.er tiese two
provinces i-era entlr.ely under the cont4'ol
cf "Pathet Lao".

(b) bath Parties sliould submit details of their
forces in eaci province;


