
Assembly decision. 
The Canadian Governmfent 

cannot

consider becoMnifg 
a party to the Covenants 

unless

the present text' of articles 27 and 52 is replaced

by an article whiÇh can propelly be regarded as a

federal clauses,'e 0, a text taking 
irito eonsidera-

tion the special position &f federal State-Y3S

This 1questionl has,:been 
considered at sorne

length and in a 
forcible mariner 

by the dîstinguished

represeiltatîve of Austl'aliàe and I would not 
wish

to take too mucb 
of the Committeegs 

turne at this

juflcture . I deefl t expedientff howeverj 
to repeat

here what has been 
said in.previaus 

years that the

alim of the Canadian 
govefllfent in insisting 

on the

insertion of a 
suitable federal 

clause is not to

escape oblîgationis under 
the CovenantSo 

Turne and

again we have Jletit 
be known that i 'n 

our opinion

sLich a clause would,.not 
relieve fedeX'al 

gove'nmfefts

of any obligationl 
whiOb. it mîght constitutionally

be capable of impleinentîing Noir vas the Canadian

federal constitutîion adopted wit h a view to enabling

the Canadiani Governmflent to avoid international

obl ,jgtiori. Our constitution 
camne into being

,in 1,867 when those who draf.ted uts text could

hardlY f oresee -the full implicLýations of Canada

becoing a full 80oveeign state. Most of all,

they could .by no mealis f oresee the entry into

the arefla of internationl. 
legisiatîcri of the

subjects which 
they attributed exlusivelY to the

Caniadian provinces

The piresent situation In Canada, unrlike

thatwhih pev8ils in mafly otheir federal states

is that interniationaî 
agireements deli 

ito

matteirs çomiflg exblusively 
witinr the jurisdcto

of the canadian provuinces do not becomfe the iaw

of the land even though these agreemfents rnay b?

approved or ratified 
by the federal 

governmfent.

In his lucid statemfent in this Commifttee

the otheir day, t he d$tii1guiîshed representatîve

froin France remarked 
that the Comittee could

proceed to draft 
a perfect instrumnent ta which

no state c ouJld subsciribe in good faith, l'le also

suggested that asbetweefl 
such an instrument and

onewhih vUlasb baed at the lowest possible

le where oul begs ould be acheved, there

vSelf foer ao piddles wOr8 For her part, the

~jgj~luu5hed representatîve of the tnited Kirido

suggested that in aIly ev0ft the covenants sol

XiQt be draftd ï u'ach a way as to m~a1ka it

imp qstible for mfaXly states, even. t1hose wjith a

high standard 
of observance 

of human rights, 
ta

accept and. impleinent their provisions. 
It i s.

t hope that this 
Committee w-1.l agiree

0~aourse which, 
if it i.s apprvedb 

h

onsa coy wî l uti mtely prov e to 
have been

ms proprîate in the 
4cUÎltfcs

~. - uririp rpesDec for humari rights


