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canada withdraws from the ICCS in Vietnam

Addxessing the Hou se of Gommons on May 29, the Secretary of State for Ex-

ternal Affairs, Mitchell Sharp, stated that, because Canada' s conception of the

way in which the International Commission for Control and Supervision (ICCS)

in Vie tnam had not been accepted, '"it would be in the interest of ail concerned

if we were now to wîthdxaw ....."

rn-'s statement on Canada>s reasons for leaving the ICCS [0110w:

Speaking in the House on March 27 1

said that the Government had decided
to extend Canadian participation in the

ICCS until May 31 and that before that

date the Governmeflt would decide
whether to remain or to withdraw.

At ýthat time 1 said... .that we would

withdraw Our contingent by June 30

unless there has been a substantial
improvement in the situation or some

signs of an imminent political agree-
ment between the two South Viet-
nalnese parties.

The decision is a serious one and
the Goverrnent 8o regards it. Canada

has a reputation, 1 believe, for re-

sponsibility in international- affairs.

We have served in more peacekeeping
and peace-observer roles t.han any

other coutry and we remain ready to

serve wherever we cari be effective.

We have also in the course of this

varied and extensive experience, in-

cluding 19 years in Indochina, learned

something about the conditions that are

necessarY to success in peacekeeping
and peace-observer activities.

The House will recaîl the efforts that

the Government made to establish con-

ditions which would help to improve the

prospects for the successfül functioning

of the International Commission of Con-

trol and Supervision provided for in the

Paris Agreement on Vietnam. I shall

not repeat them now. The record of

Canada's approach to the question of

participation in the ICCS up to the end

of March 1973 is to be found in a White

Paper that I shall table at the con-

clusion of this statement.
Stated briefly, what we sought to en-

sure was that the new international
Commission would be an impartial,

parties to the peace agreement, with
sufficient freedom of access to enable
it to ascertain the facts about any
alleged breach of the agreement and
reporting quickly not only to the parties
to the agreement but also to the inter-
national community as a whole. While
we did not achieve ahl our purposes, I
think it is fair to say that we helped
to effect s ome improvements, at least
in form.

What we could not ensure, and what
the ICCS could not ensure was peace
in Vietnam. That depends on the
parties to the peace agreement and not
on the ICCS. Nor cari Canada alone
ensure that the IOC S fulfils its func-
tion of peace observing and reporting
as provided for in the peace agrêement.
That too depends on the parties to the
agreement and on the other member
delegations of the Commission.

Trial periocis
Notwithstanding our hesitations and
doubta we accepted membership for a
trial period of 60 days. At the end of
that first 60 days our hesitations and
doubts had been reinforced but we
were urged by many countries to show
patience. So we agreed to another two-
month period which is now coming to
an end.

By and large there has been no signi-
ficant, change in the situation that
would alter the view we formed at the
end of the first 60 days, notwith-
standing the strenuous efforts of the
Canadian contingent to support the
functioning of the International Com-
mission.

Let me repeat that our attitude re-


