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of the Frenchi nation from whorn the French Canadian
to-day are desoended.

But of late years thousands of English-speaking p.
have corne ini and made their homes amongst us, to, wi
the sacrifice and achievements of the French pioneeiu a
complete blank. Even we who know-I write as a
dian of British descent and English birth, who Iaaded
Montreal more than a quarter of a century back-are
absorbed in the present problems of our common cow
to give much thouglit to, the past and to the debt wl
we ail owe to, the French Canadian race. It la
object of this paper to rekindie interest ini the subject, j
factor in promoting racial friendsbip and harxnony.
ablest men at the head of Canadian affairs have ai,%
preached national unity and everything that could cor
bute towards it, and are still doing so; yet something is
lacking at times in cordiality or mutual appreciatioei betw
the races.

Lord Aberdeen would hardly have exprse a hp
"ea new era, to be characterized by generous treatmenê of
another, mutual concessions, and reciprocal good wiii,1" un
there was cause for it. Yet those words were used in
Speech from the Throne at the second session of the par
ment of 1897. And Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in the debête on
address in reply to this speech, pointed out in effect the nc4
sity of unity and the importance of our people, Frý-
speaking and English-spealcing alike, getting to kr
more of each other and of each other's history. 11
day after day pse," he said, " it becornes more evid
that, as the facts are better understood, the conviet
wiil take poseson of every heart, tha.t, if we
ever to mnake a nation of Canada, if we are ever to .o
sucoeesfuily any of these difficulties that may arise, we
only solve themn iu the way expressed in the speech frm i

throne, by mutual concession and reciprocal good wi'
More recently, at Sherbrooke, to rec&ll one of the m

occasions in which he gives expression to si'nilar vie,
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