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HOW INDIA HELPS.

in this department, if the body is intended {or a soft hat,
the brim is dipped in a preparation of shellac, water and
other ingredients and run between steel rollers, tip end frst,
This forces the stiffening into the felt and expels any sur-
plus. In the case of stiff hats, the shellac — dissolved in

alcohol —is applied to the brim by an automatic machine,
After it has set, the
bodies are placed in steam, to soften the shellac and promote

penctration, and are then dried.

being brushed into the crown by hand.

About one hundred and fifty thousand pounds of the
finest shellac produced in India and more than forty thou-
sand gallons of alcohol are consumed annually.
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