
2)82 / THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.' thi iii the spring, to have as muchl growth as possible
before school closes in July. Such flowers as
sweet peas, and vegetables like beets,. onions, spiniach,
parsnip, lettuce, radish and peas mnay be planted as
soon as'hard frosts are over. Try to have ail the
ordinary vegetables -represented, and ail of the
easily grown flowers. Have a plot in one corner
for wild flowers. These may be obtained when
classes go on excursions to the- woods or fields.
They nîay be planted thickly and replaced if they
die.

The study of plants has been, and is now, suc-
cessfully carried on without a school garden.
Plants of the fields and woods are gathered, studied
and then thrown away, the flowering and fruiting
stages receiving the most attention. The daisy and
buttercup may not be recognized in their early
stages. With a garden the plant nmust be, and is,

known from the seedling stage to maturity. It is

a study of living 'plants throughout thieir life bis-
tory. The conditions of germination-heat, moist-
ure and air-may be taught by experiment. The
region of root growth may be made out by miarkiiig
the root at equal intervals -with indelible ink and
observingr the lengthening of the spaces betwe.-n
the markings after further growth has taken place.
The seed leaves, their history, the plumule, arrange-
mient of leaves on the stem, structure of flower and
function of its parts, the different families repre-
sented in' the garden, the weeds and insectà, are .LlI
good subj ects for study.

The subject of pollination is interesting. Fruit
growers plant a -stanîinate variety of strawberry
along with a pistillate variety in order to secure the
fertilizatiôn of the -pistillate flower. Teach child-
ren why this is done when they set out their plants.
Iu like manner, let them see the use of the tassel of
the corn, why varieties mix when planted in prox-
imity, -and the use of the faîse blossom of the
puimpkin. In this way our knowledge of botany
will be applied to the every-day work of the garden.

A further ust of the garden is in bringing to the
school interests which are useful to the te acher in
teaching the ordinary work of the school. Chil-
ren who are growing plants in the garden have
muth toý tell about every day. Teachers who are
in tile habit of -using the child's interest for
teaching reading, -arithmetic, drawing, etc., find
the school garden valuable for the material it

furnishes for these lessons. For example. the fol-
lowing reading.lesson was given to a jtinior grade

last faîl from the blackboard: " The corn has two

kinds of blossoms. One kind of blossom is at &.he
top. The other blossoin is at the joint. Each

blossoni at the top has three stamens. The. stamens
bear pollen."

Ail this information wvas obtained fromn the pupils
who had gained thieir ideas from examining the
corni. Ternis were giveni for the idea when necas-
sary and the sentences then written on the board.
Whether the facts remain with the pupil or flot is of

littie moment. he language was more real to t'le

puýpils because they had first received their ideas
throutgh thieir senses, and afterwards expressed
them iii words inistcad of trying first to get 'he
i(Ieas throughi words. In this way much language
work: both written and oral, mnay be based on the.
garden work. So also with tumber work and
drawlng.

Inthe grow-ng of -flowers, planting of ornaniental
trees! and shrnbs, muchi niay be donie to awaken
ideasý of the beautiful. Get the children to work
with you in planning and providing the proper set-
tnig for the schiool building. and they will appre-
ciate goo(l surrounidings more and take better care
of the schiool property. They will be nîaking gar-
dens at liome, and the good influence of the school
garden wilI extend throughout the section.

Sa id a child to its mother, after working over its
school tasks -one evening until eleven o'clock:

",Mamma, do you suppose the teachier will say
it's good? " -. 4

"Ioesn't she ever tell you so? " asked the jiother
in re.turn.

" Not every ôften," said the child, with a sigh,
puttitig lier books aside.

Vh.at a lesson for teachers in that simple ques-
t:on. Oh, do0 tot withhold the " word fitly spoken."
Give it now. A teacher's heart should be over-
flowing with love and sympathy for those entrusted
to lier care. Let the Great Teachier be your mode!.
-Hoiie and Schooi Education.

The sentiment of the months irn> connection with flowers
aîid gems is as follows:

January-Snowdrop, garnet.
Febriuary-Primrose, amethyst.
March-Violet, bloodstone.
April-Daisy, diamond.
MIay-Hawthorne, emerald.
June-Honeystickle, agate.
July-Waterlily, ruby.
August-Poppy, sardonyx.
September-Morning glory, sapphire.
October-Hops, opal.
Noý'emnber-Chrysanthemuni, topas.

Decemnber-Holly turquoise.


