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FINANCIAL TIMES

“This low price of silver acted as a deterrent to pr04ﬂcj
tion in many of the silver-lead mines of the Slocan, A
worth and Nelson Divisions, the ores of which contain, ©
the average, about twice the value in silver that they do "
lead. ‘

“T'o show the effect of this drop in silver values in thes®
Divisions, using the lead produced as an indicator, as
proportions of lead and silver are fairly constant in %
galena ores, Ainsworth produced in 1915 only about Oner
third as much lead as in 1914, Slocan produced about 97 P
cent. (but here the ores of the larger properties carty
much zinc that there was a profit in that metal), whilé 111
the Nelson Division the lead output in 1915 was less the
half that of the previous year.

“The output of silver in 1915 was $287,745 less than "
the preceding year.

“With the exception of silver, which has already il
commented upon, all the other metals show a material ’]]_
crease. The colliery output, however, shows a heavy far’
ing-off—about $631,669; while the value of building rna“"er
ials, etc., produced has decreased by $1,281,736, or 45 P
cent, of the previous year’s output.

bee?

“These two latter items are not an index of mﬁ“‘“g_'
properly speaking, but are influenced by the general md"'ﬂ
trial and financial state of the Province, as they are tO f%r
intents and purposes for home consumption and not
export.

“The features of the year are the very great increase;

in the copper and zinc productions, and, as the p_riCesde,
both these metals seeem to show no indication of serious ¢

crease, while the present developments of properties glis '

reason to expect further large increases in 1916, thefeoa
every cause to believe that the coming year will be a re¢
one as far as the metalliferous mines are concerned.

the

“It is to be noted that this past year the value of ‘the
copper-output was practically 50 per cent. of that 0
gross metalliferous production of the Province.

“It is a matter of congratulation also that zinc is ngx
being refined in the Province—as described later—and thl 9
is every prospect that within a short time copper wil i
be refined here, thus enabling us to ship these product?
a marketable form.

the

“The tonnage of ore mined in the lode mines of ot
Province during the past year was greater than that of 17;
The ore mined amounted to 2,690,110 tons, showing af "
crease from that of the previous year of 514,139 tons.

i
“The tonnage mined in 1915 was produced by the ga:}"
ous districts in about the following proportions: Boun apef

45.77 per cent.; Rossland, 12.60 per cent.; Cassiar, 2‘}-04
cent.; the Coast District, 8.38 per cent.; Slocan District; *,
per cent.; Ainsworth, 1.58 per cent.; Nelson, 0.87 per cethe
East Kootenay, 1.85 per cent. and all other parts ©
Province combined, 0.66 per cent.

Mineral Production 1914 and 1915.

e

Quantity. Value. Quantity. val ;00 v

Gold, placer (ounces) ................ $ 565,000 38,500 $ 7‘70:934
Gold, lode (ounces).. 247,170 5,109,004 250,021 5,167'991
Silver (ounces)...... 3,602,180 1,876,736 3,366,506 1,583'200
Lead (pounds).......... 50,625,048 1,771,877 46,503,590 1,9 <500
Copper (pounds)........ 45,009,699 6,121,319 56,918,405 9,2330’5%4
Zine (pounds)........... 7,866,467 346,125 12,982,440 1,46‘8 e
Coal (toms, 22401b.)... 1,810,967 6,338,385 1,611,129 5,635'226
Coke (toms, 22401b.).. 234,577 1,407,462 245,871 1"4'7’1’191
Mis’laneous products ............ 15 Pty (e 1,6 "08
$26,388,825 529»443(5)0

¢4

Placer gold mining, the yield amounting to 317573'1&5,

was chiefly carried on in the Atlin and Cariboo




