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I lii Ia(lu't ce l asicel) Mi'eni a t1id(lr()us l<îî<ckilig caille at his dloor.
H e junipe(l ti and< rait to open. A figure burst iii. It xvas Toni's boy, IMartin,
breatlîless withi running.

"Lizzie's sick hIorse-lîule---octur !"

Ill11 i-api<Ily (lYCsse( \vI]ile NMartin liglfled the lanteriu. They hutrrie(l out

ta the stable, fltuug tlie liarîicss liastily o11 l Neil, anîd ini a few miiitlcs liad lier
hitclied UP to the cutter. The niglit liad grown (iark andi Snow was begînniug
ta fail. Bill sprang ta his seat, and M0artin clamored ou behiud. Wîtli au iu--

perative twilch of the Iimes whicli Neil iiiderstood, Bill drove rapidly away.
'The glooi amaung the trees was (led), but a fcw minutes brouiglit thi ta the
section hune. Martin dropped off and(i h1 urne(l thrraugli the gate juita tic
Craigmiont road. Tlicni Neli expericuced a surprise. A couple of swift cults
(iescende(l ou lier flauk. Slie gave a miiglity bouund and Ilien stretclied out juta
a gallai).

Bill's eyes were lieut stea(lily and keeuly ou the ra( aund bis grasp an tlie
fluies Nvas firrn and strong, but bis licart throbbed witli a sîrange fear. Martin
liad said slie was "Cliokiti' for 1reatll.' Wlîat if lie 5llotil le too late ! Ail-
allier imipatienit stroke fell upon Neil.

Thle cutter sped swiftly do\vi the traîl. l'lie grecat fire-blackenied stuîups

tliat dotled tlie sniow ruislied swiftly b7. Tfli cuitter swayed andi bouinded over
tlie road. Neil raced ou at ang-ry sl)ee(i. Littie bulis slie (1e5 1 ised: (iowf the
siopes slie went beadlonix regardless af tlie swiuging cuitter beliiiud. But Biil

sat alert, bis feel veIi planted ; his body bendiug ta keep tlie balance.
Naw thev swelt juta the furest. Tlie gloani was deep>, but Nclis pace

nieyer siackeued. Tlie trees slipped by like a black Nall. Great clamriny fin-

gers slrelclied out and seenied ta citcli at Bili flyiug along. Dead punes lean-
ing ovc'r lie road looming suddenly aluove him, mnade Bili (iuck bis bead invol-

uuitarily. Tlie snaw deadelued Neli's boaf-beats, but clods fromn lier flyiug feet
'1 cd ou tbe dasbiboard.

On, ou, an! Tlirouig tlie swauip, over tlie bridge, rotun( tlie lake. Now

the (iark walls opeuied out andl tliey were ou tbe brow of tlie long siope down
ta Craigmnoul.

Dawu tbe hli Neli îbrew bierseif, swiftly, mna(ly, swept rouind the curve

at tlie folt of tlie blli, Bill ieaning far oui of the eutier, (iasbied juita the litile
village andl lrew up), foaniiug, ai tlie ioclar's (bar.

A few knocks snifficed ta wake binui. Bil ii blbed Neil and haruessed tlic

dactor's leani wbule lie dressed.- Iu a few riiuuttes miore îiîev were off on the
race for borne.

Lizzie was iii for niiauy days. "Acuite diplitiieria, critical case," was tlie

doctor's verdict. "Too iuiauy laie choir practices," was bis comment. Biii eaul-

cd la enquire about lier every 'day, but was ual perniitted ta sec ber for a long

limne.
Ai lasi slie was able la receive liim. She sal before the parior slave, wrap-

lied iii sliawls. Bill occui)ied the rocking chair. Bati were silent for a long


