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our business to assimilate these people, te make Canadians cf themn. It is not
an issue that cari be clodged. It is a niatter Of life and (leath îviti ils. If wv
fail iii our werk the newcemiers xviii make soiiietliig of uis, far (lifferent frein
anything we ever dreained of. For they are coining iii hordes, relatively four
tirnes as fast as they ever cainle to the 1Jnited States, and the great cities there
have ghastly tales to tell of what non1-assimilation mneans.

The first generation of these foreigners will learn te speak Englishi after a
fashion. The next will learn te read it. And the first readiîîg matter that
will fali into their hands will neot be werks en ethics, pelities er religijon, xviii
udt be standard fiction, even, but the "far-fing" weekly or daily new s sheet.
These sheets will siupply ideas te the newcorners andi the chiaracter cf the paper
wiIl miouil( the character cf the immigrant. The press cau instil wlîat i(leas
and what ideals it xviii, ean proinote sectionalisvn or unity as it ivishes, cati forni
an east that is east only and a west tint is west only, or a nation tînt is ail Cali-
aclian witb a virile Canadian spirit an(l a rebust initelligent people, thotightful,
liberal, ceurageous, independent, truth-loving, stable, intelerant of corruption,
impatient of anything tending toward disuinien, insistent iupen their rights. lIt
can train the newconîers in the privileges and responsîbilities of citizenship iii
a democracy, or leave thern tnscheoled te brood over inmagined wrengs, and
flock after the leaders of the anarchy they have known in Europe, or te sink
into an indiffereut puirchaseable mob, that wiIl forni a dead weight, hindcriug
the nation's progress. This is ne fancy picture. Yetî have onîy te go te the
Telluride region of Colorado for the auarchv, te Chicago and New York fer
the indifference. The same people are ceming te lis and we have eîîeughi cf
their characterjstics with uls already.

Unfortunately, the press can do little with thîe first generation. The
schools and churclies mnust (Io their work flrst. The second generatien, hlow-
ever, is already witlî us, and the work of r-naking Canladians is bigdonc
every (lay. But it is net oîîly the newconiers who îîeed te he drilled ini Cani-
adianisrn. Our national spirit is groxving but slowly. The union is forty vears
old, but the provinces are net yet theroughly ceniented. Britishî Celumbia
talks of secession new and diien, while only a nionth ago a proninlent Nova
Scotian hailed a new Dominioni Cabinet minlister as eue coule clown te tiieni
"froin Canîada." .But as the provinces corne te kiîew eue another, they will
grow togethier. Here is a work for the press. Yotî cau't preach meni int()
friendship, but yen cari force friendship ulpon tlei uincensciouisly by bringing
them together every day By l)resellting the 1)eOl)le witlî the news Of the whele
country the newspapers are deing a great work. They arc keeping thcŽ (luferent
parts interestecl in one another, and thus binding the wheole together. Thley
are teaching the people te kulow their owni centry. They are firing tlîeir
imagination. They have but te make themn think, and they will think imiperial-
]y. The possibilities cf an ali-Canadjan ncxvs service, cf an imperial nW
service, are becing widely canvassed at the present moument. These are orgatli-
zations cf the future, but their tinue will coic, and dieu, the Cainadiani l)ress,


