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As to tbe Council the Good Governînent Association
and the Volunteer Electrical League are oiling up tbeir
machinery for the campaign. Two years àgo they were par-
tially successf ul. No "ring" candidate, witb one exception,
was elected fromn the wards where the Englisb - ote is pre.
dominant, and some two or three notoriously unfit aldermen
froin the easterni sections of the city were unhorsed. They
seriouslv weakened tbe power o? the Ilcoînbination " wbicb
bias found mucbi difficulty in thue last year or so in carrying
it4 sclienes; and tbey hope this tirne to liold the ground
tbey captured before, and do a littie better. Having that end
in view they are preparing for an aggressive campaigil.

The news fromn London o? the willingness of the Impe-
rial Government to assist in tbe establishment of a fast
Atlantic service between England and Canada bas excited a
good deal o? interest biere among the shippers. They are
gratified at Mr. Cbamberlaini's decision to inake the Imperial
grant conditional upon new tenders being called for;- but in
tbe judgment of every one who bas bad experience in St.
Lawrence shipping, a 20 knot service is not practicable and
will result in a beavy financial loss to those who undertake
to supply it, despite thîe immense subventions promised by
tbe Canadian and Imperial Governments. The reasons for
tluis view are flot few in number, and tbey are weighty too.
Shippers say that a service of seventeen knots is commercial-
ly practicable, and will be supplied hy the existing steamship
lines as soon as ttîey are satisfied that they would flot be
bankrupted by being subjected to a destructive competition
with a heavîly subsidized line of fast steamers, whiclî would
not make mnoney for itself, and woulai ruin everybody else.
It is likely that tlîey will make a new proposition whcn the
question is formally re-opened.

The Witness bas a poor opinion o? the compromise
copyright measure agreed upon by Mr. Hall Caine and the
Canadian publishers, and accepted by the Minister o? Jus-
tice. It says : "The assumption on which it is based is
that the Canadian publislier lias some rigbit inherent in him
to take toil on books between the author and bis Canadian
readers-an assumption under wbichi there is not a vestige
o? foundation. To interpose the expense o? another reprint_
ing between the author and the srnaîl nuinhers o? Canadian
readers for no other purpose than to afford a business to a
few Toronto publishers, is an imposition that would be
res3ented by any communîty not nursed ini the servitude o?
protectionism?.

Life of' Adlam ýsîînitlî.*

W HILE Adai Smith yet lived, his titie to faîne rested
rathcî upori bis carly than upon bis later works,

rather upon luis IlTheory o? the Moral Sentiments," than
upon bis IlWealtb of Ne~ions." It was indeed not until
more tluan a quarter of a century ater the deatb of the
autlior, that the IlWealtu of Nations " came to be generally
recognized as an economic classic, and it was not until more
than another quarter o? a century had elapsed tbat tbe book
luad any serious practical outcome in legislation. Tbis
practical outcome was at once a symptom and a cause of the
phase o? adoration o? Adam Smithî and of the ideas wbich were
associated witî luis naine. The period o? adoration lasted
f rom. about 1845 until about 1870. Contemporaneously
with tluis attitude towards tbe authority of Adain Smith
there endured a phase in the development of economic science
whuiclî lias miot inaptiy been described as a phase of confident
dogmnati4sîn. The closing year of this period weîe înarked
by murmurings of doubt along tbe wbole scientific line, and
not least in the department o? economics. Authority in alI
forms was put to the question, and many idols were over-
tbrowu. Among reputations wbich suffered especially during
the succeeding period of scepticism, was that o? Adam Smitb.
Notonly were bis theoretic positions examinedt tromi f resli points
of view, and ?ound to be ?aulty ; but even lus originality was
seriously questionied. Hie w'as, at least in the schools,
accused )f plagiarismi fromn bis French friends, the Pbysio-
crates.* They had, indeed, tbemselves nîucb earlier set the
charge afloat. It came to be held that the IlWealtu of
Nations" would not bear re-editing in any serions way, because
the indictmnent of the author for unacknowledgëd convex'-
ance o? otber people's words and other people's ideas would
be so beavy and so convincing thiat bis reputation wvould
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bu uttcrly blasted. But to ila.st so great a reputatiori was a,
kiîid of sacrilege. To commit a crime or to expose the
errors of one's own bousebold was, as it were, ineconoinical
in the original signification of the word. The samne reason
perhaps prevented any but brief sketches of the life of Adam
Smitb f rom- appearing since the sketch given to the Royal
Society of Edinburgh soon after Smnitb's death bv his friend,
Dugald Stewart. The actual proof of such vague charges of
plagiarism was very difficult, but disproof of thein was
difilcuit also, for the editions of the IlWealthi of Nations,'
publislied during the lifetime of the autiior, contain no foot-
notes, and rarely any reference to authorities. Tlhe autiior
placidiy offers bis work as sufficient for itself. The genieral
impression remaiaed tberefore that Smith bad doue as
Shakespeare for instance had done before him, and as Burns
was actually doing at tbe saine time. Shakespeare bad taken
inferior dramas, and Burns inferior songs and each liad
breathed into tbem the spirit of bis own genius, careful only
of the artistie resuit and careless of leaving materials for the
distribution of menit by the judicious and scrupulous critic.
Adam Smith had taken the uncoordinated material of bis
predecessors and contemporaries, had woven it flot into a
drama or a poein-but into a work af ter ail of art-in wbicb
the picture of the econoinical life of bis time was not the
less vivid that hie had transferred to bis own work soîne of the
results of the toil of others. The reticence of economists
wbicb prevented them from putting all tbis into set ternis
for tbe consumption of the general public could not, however,
be permianently maintained. The desire to know all about
a great figure -evil as well as good-a desire which bas also
its good as weil as its evil side, has prevailed and we are
likely at the beginning of a revived cuit of IlSmithianis-
unis" in whicb we sball bave all manner of impossible menu-
ings read int.) tie clear and simple language of the IlWealtb
of Nations," and all sorts of fanciful reseînblances between
bis own and otber peoples' writings pointed out ini exasperat-
ing (letail. So far', bowever, as tbe cult bas gone it is
undoubtedly well. First came the industrious and discrini-
inating research of Mr. James Bonar published ini lus
Catalogue of Adam Smith's Library, 1894; ,and now we biave
an elqually industrious and discriminating inquiry by Mr.
John Rae into Aulam Smitbi's intellectual and social rela-
tions witî luis contemporaries. The net result of these
independent efforts is a portrait of Adam Smith, at once
cbarming and, we cannot doubt, substantially accurate. It
is a comfort to be able to say 'tt once that the real Adami
Smithi is an even more attractive and ]uminously uprigbt
character than the ideal Adam Smiith of the days of wildest
idolatry.

Tlioutzh Adanm Smitb's life was îlot adventurous it wvas
not entirely uneventfui. According to tbe standard of the
time be hiad travelled mucli; according, to any standard lie
liad met and associated on ternis of more or less intimacy
witb the greatest mnen of bis time. At Glasgow bie was a
friend and oolleague of Dr. Joseph Black, wbose researches
inito the pbienounenon of latent lieat added to his reputation
as a chemist tluat of a pbysicist. Hie was a colleague also
of Dr. Cullen, who was among the fathers of modern medi-
cîne ; of Robin Sinmson, wbo revived the study of Euclidean

geometry, and of Francis Hutebeson, tbe father of, and by
fat, the îuost notable figure in the Scottisli philosopby. At
Glasgow also hie was the friend, and among the patrons of
James Watt and of Foulis Brothers, whose printing press
witbin the walls of tbe University at Glasgow, enabled tbemi
to produce marvels of typograpby that in the eyes of biblio-
philles ranks with the Aldines and bigher than the Elzeviîs.
At Edinburglî tbe friends of Adamn Smith were tbe riost
notable men in a society unusually brilliant. David Hurne
was, till tbe close of bis life, the affectionate friend o? Adain
Smith. The correspondence betweenl tbese two confirmed
bacbelors is almost idv]lic. Lord Monboddo, the eccentric
anticipator of some of Darwin's speculations, Lord Kames,
an entbusiast .for critîcism, Wedderburn, wbo became Earl
of Rosslyn and Lord lligb Chancellor of England ; Robert-
son, the bistorian ; Sir John Sinclair, the Caitbness laird
wbo g ave bîmself to statisties;- Hamilton, o? Bangour, the
Jacobite poet and autbor of "Tbe Braes of Yarrow "
(Smitb, indeed, edited his poems); Allan Ramsay, the paint-
er, and a great nuînber besides of men of genius and of
good fellows niet him at Hume's lîouse in James Court or in
Riddle's Court, in Smitb's earlier Edinburgb days, or met
together at Smitb's own table at tbe Sunday suppers in
Panînure Huse in tbe Cannongate.


