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o e (1308),

o To will be remembered that
“ragiy,
it

heg the last of the Hohenstaufen, per-
iy “the block in 1268, and the Bahy-
IR, . }
; ("‘l’tl\‘lty,” the exile of the Popes at
E{;\on, began in 135,
he | . . .
G 0 ]‘f@ of Dante is naturally divided into
Periods + 1
Nt (18300 L o,
(1302 ; o, To the death of the Emperor
b VL (1313) 5,
(1391
an oo . s . .o
e was descended from a foanity origi-
¥ obsey

idg Ta-
Was o ¢ . .
> 88 a Crusader and was knighted.  He

Tl‘[ed
. dOHe of the Aldizhieri, from whom
" #rived his surname,
Moof Alighier.

Hry
bﬂlte_ ante,

i‘isln tracin

To the time of hits banish-

To his own desth at

¢ His grent-grandfacher, Cag

which assumed
His Christian name
which was contracted  into
g g.tl}() history and character of men
he]()n ) ¥8 ditlicult to determine how inuch
b \ 0 Bature, ¢ circumstances, to educa-
\U . a"_lte was evidently a mixture of the
‘both e:hc and  choleric temperament  and
s ¢ p}"‘)bitbly Lrought out by the suffer-
g cel? life, Of all this we have abundant
M his woplks,
N r;:i:rds his appearance, Boceaceio says,
a’&hciu Was of middle stature, and in his
ﬁ’hig gxz’eal‘s stooped somewhat as he walk-
at tha‘z&l}or w:'ms grave and composed ; his
Haye i, tm.le simple and dignitied, as be-
"t}tel' thage ; his face was oval, his eyes large
s‘“ﬁng, hin 8mall, his under lip somewhat pro-
Yy higy tzl_complexion was dark, his beard
N leck, black and curly ; ]}is. whole
%two Dortra}‘n%t« and thought.ful. ’ Th.ere
%}‘: oa fre:lta- of almost certain a.uthorlty,
% Y ust f(fU n the Bargello by Giotto, the
4 thy orm lonl‘ a mask taken after death.
“:tls the sa‘:;)plcturci Mr. Norton remarks :
Mone 1§ th ; face with that of.the mask,. but
plg or rlCt.i of a youth with all trium-
\ 8 ‘Vitho:;lhlts brow, L]Alcl other of a pmn
it Tegurg e dust and injury of age.”

io ron, ‘tvo th‘e La.tm'al gifts of Dante,
% %“dl‘ou arks .‘ T]nﬁ poet was endowed
"'er’ ﬂnds Cil.lpamty, \\'ltl? a 1.110st. r'eLentivo.
'it]: alsg éif\t\)lth N perspicacious 11‘1ﬂtel]ect.
s Ubtl, o ed .w1th the ]omes.t genius and
h:}i’!t in beinve‘m.lveness, He likewise took
Y thiy COntg Sohtzu‘:y and away from society,
emplations might 1ot be inter-
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ith
f::imrt;;g{“'d to his education we have no
b ivinff‘ljlnation. Although he visited
]5"“ iy 0ubmtleﬂ during the time of his ex-
yUUth. al if he cver left Florence in
\t"&s thOr(,e haq nu.ku.)\vledge of Greek,
Urg, "ghly familiny with all Latin lit-
‘tm:.mk it :sk}?'ew Virgil’s Inied by heart
Mieq with S model. He was also well
\},j Qreisatq HOI‘?Lce, Ovid and Statius.
\h:ct of Dante,r“ul)ly generalagreement on the
N" Dante }e 8 character, Villani remarks :
‘,] Prelum, Y reason of his learning, was
“e,&lke mqslstuo}“", haughty, and scornful,
N ,? dig Ylotp ilosophers who are never affa-
qfig'n' File]f() 10w how ty converse with the
M e, b 2dds that e was passionate
R0uq .~ BVer uylegy greatly stirred and
It is, however to his im-
e o € must refer if we would
aractey of Dante, for hero,
I‘ema,rk ed ,
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following admirable summary :—*¢ He is bold,
but restrained by duty ; proud but frank, and
without dissimulation ; passionate and impla-
cable in his hatred of evil, but scorning all
mean revenge ; in his specch, thoughtful, con-
vineing and truthful.  Although he smiles at
the follies of mankind, yes he mowns over the
sutferings which they entail. He respecets all

and is full of the
[Ts ¢ aves pusdon for the Ioldness of

authority, reverence for
Chureh.
iy specel, adthongh its sole adn is the pablig
good, Flatrery he abliors, and admives con-
staney insuttering, even when found awong
the lost souls. Unwearied in study, he des-
pises riches and whilst ambitious of fanie is
Des-
pising the caprices of fortune, he is calm amid
adversity,  He delichts in enlarging lits know
ledge of wmen and thines, although he values

ever ready to acknowledge his faults.

old friends beyond all others,  Everywhere he
searehes out all that is great and elevated in
human nature, and does it homage ; he fears
nothing so much as the censure of noble minds,
He denteanor in voice,
look and manner.
with an unchanging affection which 1o wrongs
can efface ; to his friends he is bound by faith-

dignified

esteems a dig
To his native city he clings

ful love, to his hanefastors by undyiny grati-
tude.  As a pious Catholic he constantly medi-
tates on death : he is fervent in prayer, and is
devout to the cver blessed Virgin, St. Lucy and
the saints.”  There can be no doubt that Het-
tinger is right, and that Rossetti was wrong
when he represented Dante as an unbeliever
in the ceclesiastical order of his time. Dante,
when attacking one of the popes, makes »
clear distinetion between the chair and its oc-
cupant.

The great event in Dante’s lifc was his
meeting with Beatrice Portinari first in  his
ninth year, when she was cight years old, and
again when she was eighteen, at which time
she seems to have married Simon de’ Bardi.
She died at the age of twenty-four. But this
very important subject will be considered more
fully under the Fite Nuova,

Between 1291 and 1296 Dante married
Gemma Donati, who belonged to a powerful
family of the Guelf faction. They had sev-
eral ehildren, some say five, some seven, and
there is documentary evidence o two sons and
two daughters, Many stories have been told
respecting the relations between Dante and
his family. All that is really kuown is the fol-
lowing : —His wife remained at Florence after
Dante’s banishment, and it is uncertain if he
ever met her again.  Wedo not find that Dante
ever refers to her. T'wo sons were with him
at Ravenna. All beyond this scems to be of
the nature of guesses or inferences,

Dante'’s civic life began in 1295, In 1300
he was elected one of the six Priors of the city,
who were chosen every two montht. He be-
longed to a Guelf family, and this party was
generally deminant in Flovence. But the vio-
lence of the Guelfs and their opposition to
what he regarded as the legitimate power of
the Emperor dvove the poet into the ranks of
the Ghibbelines, which led to his banishment
from Floreuce. He was accused of several fic-
titious crimes, fined a sum of 500,000 small
flovius. I this were not paid in threc days his
goods were to be confiscated.  1f it were paid,
he was to remain for two years outside Tus-
cany, and to be disqualified for oftice Not
paying, he was, forty days :Lfterwards, pro-
nounced guilty of contumacy and condemned
to be burnt alive, if he came back.
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Dante tells us in the C(onrifo how bitterly
e resented the injustice of his countrymen,
whilst he retained all his love for Florence.
Once (1304) he sought vestoration, in vain, to
Florencs by ars,  But dissensions broke out
in the party, and after that he beeawme a pavty
by himself. How hard was the poet’s life of
oxile, poverty and partial dependence, we way
Judee from hints o the Coponediv, For oy
ample

“Thow shalt prove

How salt the snvor is of others” bread

How hard the passage, to descend and elimb

By others’ stairs.”

[t ix wmost difiicalt to trace the wanderings
From

of the exile during these weary years.
tine to time he visited the Della Scala (ov
Scaliger) family at Verona.  There were three
brothers, who ruled i suceession, Bartolom:
meo, Alboni and Cane, known as Can Grande.
The tirst and third were noble and generous.
The second made him feel the misery of de-
It is tolerably certain that
universitics, among thewm

pendence. he
studied at several
Bologna and DParis, at which, doubtless, Lie ob-
tained his mastery of theology. 1306 he
wis in Padua in 1307 at Lunigiana.  In 1310,
while Dante was kprnbub]y at Paris, occurred
the descent of the Emperor into Italy,  From
this event Dante entertained great hopes of
the emancipation of the Italian citics from the
demagogues ; but the Kinperor met with much
opposition, and in 1313 he died, not without
suspicion of poison. Further discussion of
Dante’s politieal views will come up under the
treatise De Monarchia.  The death of the Km-
peror put an cnd to Dante’s hope for Italy.

On entering upon the third period of Dante’s
life, something must be said respecting his
spivitual history. It is difficult to assign the
successive experiences of his lifc to defnite
periods of time. We know tolerably well of
three phases. First, a period of doubt and
dificulty, partly brought on by adversity ;
secondly, a period of wrath and indignation,
which never uite had an end, and thirdly, a
period of faith and comparative harmony.
Dante is very frank in speaking of his faults
and sins, and false inferences have been drawn.
He never could have been a licentious man ;
but he confesses to luxury and even to envy,
and to a misuse of his gifts, through forgetful-
ness of the Giver, whilst the greatest of all his
sins he says was pride.  In 1314 he was in Pisa
and Lucca, and in 1316 he took up his abode
permanently at Ravenna with Count Guido
Novello da Polenta, although from tlme to
time he seems to have paid visits to Can
Grande at Verona, Both of these men were
worthy of the poet’s friendship and expected
nothing unworthy of him. About the same
time Dante and other exiles were offered the
opportunity of retutning to Florence, but un
terms so disgraceful that they were indignant-
ly rejected by him. Tt was at Ravenna that
the great work of his life was brought to per-
fection, in sorrow and suffering. It had heen
begun, in idea, at least, when he was 35, it
was completed just before his death.

In 1321 he was sent on an cuibassy to
Venice. On his rettrn he was seized with a
grave malady and died.  *“ Measured hy man’s
standard, he was unfortunate from his youth

upwards - ... an exile, poor and homeless, he
wandered in foreign lands, but he was never un-
true to hinself ; he never lost faith in his ideal,
nor was false to his prineiples ; nor did he ever
cease to love and to labor for his country, for
kunowledge, for freedom and religion.”
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