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the wbale land, bas the unspeakable menit ai not casting
biin one fart bing for its maintenance. Altogether, the
colonial position is se comfartable that ordinary colonists
inay ha pardoned if tbey do not agitate their souls aver
the future so long as the present is made secure. At the
aine turne it muet be kept in mind that wbile Canadians
derive great aud palpable benefits ironi British connection,
these in reslity cost Great Britain very little. The mili-
tary and naval power which throws its pratecting sbield
over the colonies would be essential ta maintain the pres-
tige and secure the autauomy ai the Empire if no colonies
exlisted. A regiment ai soldiers and a few artillerymen
and engineers are stationed at Halifax, but it caste no
more ta support them tbere than at home. A few war-
shipa ride in the barbour ai Halifax every summer, but
tbey wauld cost no less if kept at Partsmouth. The staff
Of ambassadors and consuls would have ta be maiutsined
in any case. Therefore, the fact that tbe colonies derive
certain advantages iram British counection, for which they
psRy nothing, dloes not offer any sonda reasan for abandon-
lug the colonial system. t is nat very costly, especially
in the case ai the larger and more impartant ai them.

t would be daing great injustice, however, ta the pub-
licepirit ai the Canadian people ta suppose that tbey will
always be content ta enjay the benefits af British cannec-
tien without sharing its burdens aud responsibilitits. t
Would be doing equal injustice ta suppose that they will
alwaYe hec content witb an exclusion irom tbe full privi-
leges ai British citizenship. The twa ideas must always
be blended. The very moment the Canadisu people

asuea share ai the responsihility ai Britain's ioreign
Policy tbey will dlaim a voice in sbaping it. If tbey are
ta be affected by commercial treaties, they will have a baud
in framing theni. If they are ta be subject ta the rause-
queuces ai a foreigu war, they will demand ta be heard in
deciding the question ai peace or war. If tbey are ta pay
the expeuses ai diplomacy, they mut have a sbare in
directing it, sud a portion ai the bonours and emoluments.
lu a word, if tbey give up the comfortable position tbey
naow enjoy, tbey will do it for the superiar powers they
will exercise-fior the larger field that will be opened for
the display ai tbeir talents, sud the superiar citizenehip
wich je involved in equality rather than in dependeuce.

This is the standpoint iroin which the Canadian Impe-
rial Federatianist looks at the question, aud the mast loyal
snd ethueiastic would spurn the idesai acceptiug any
ather Position than that ai absolute equslity in any schemp
for Federation wbich may be devised. Here is a difficulty
at the very threshold ai the discussion. There are not a
few People in the British Islands with innate prejudices
againet admitting a large body ai men froin the variaus
Colonies ta the Imperial House ai Cammans, and at tbe
saQ1e time entrusting saine ai the Executive departinents
af the State ta Minieters coming frain across the ses, and
repregenting interests not exclusively insular. The teni-
FOrarY expedient ai creating a powerless advieary council
atLoLndau may be attempted, but it will not be Imperiai
Pederation. t will not permanently settle the iroblem aof
the future ai tbe Colanies; it will nat satisty the aspira-
tions ai great sud growing communities ; it will not fulfil
the yearniugs for national lufe.

t must bc kept in mind that eacb large colouy will
cOnsfider thie question ai its future iran its own stand.
Pint, sud thie may lead ta vast differences in bath motive
"'Id abject. Note the wide difference between the gea.
graphical position ai Australia sud that ai Canada. The
farmner is esurraunded in the main by foreigu sud unen-
lightened peoples. Its ueighbburs, if it may be prap-3rly

"%id ta have any, are not those with wbom it wauld bc
Possible ta affiliate. Its chief cannectian with tbe greal
Eungliehspeakiugy world is through Landau. Its chiel
defence against attack froni witbout je the Britisb navyvind the Prestige it carnies. And yet in Australia we heai
the note ai independence nat unirequently. The case of
Canada would point still more straugly in the direction of
in'dePelndence. She is net eurrounded by savage nations.
She bas upon her borders tbe gresteet English-speaking
eOMinunity the wald bas ever sen-a nation which bai

aodya oua ion aver sixty millions, but wicb will
ba'8 i a ewdecades a vopulation close upon two bund-

redi millions; a nation with inexhaustible resources and
erlarnaous weath ; a nation wicb could create a navy

Rreater than any yet afloat in a few yeare, without notic-
'49 the expense or borrowing a dollar. t can be easily
8 611 that wile Landau is at preseut the centre ai the
En1glieb.ispeaking world, yet Canada couldi keep up her
carnuectian witb tbe warld and the race very fully by
rl6enofa alliances on ber owu continent. For he:
defence fram foreigu invasion abe loake uaw ta Britieh
%'rae; but, if abe chose ta dispense witb ber British con-
netianei, she could easily ensura security by simply allying
ber fortunes with ber great neighbaur, wbicb is an alter-
native ntaalbeta ither the people ai Australia or of

Sout Afica.Enogh as ben aidta show that aln
0f Plicy wicb nigbt suit the conditions ai one colon:
*cUld bcenetirely inapplicable in the case ai another, and
this leads ta the conclusion that it would bc difficuit to
farinaulate any echeme ai Imperial union wbicb would suit
"Il intereets. Sucb a proposai, if indeed it ever takes
Prctical shape, mut aditress itseli ta eacb colany in turu,
and thie obviously addseneurmously to the difficulties of
thewhole echeme.

It is but juet ta say that tbaugb Canada bas the alter-
11ative of accepting an alliance with the United States,
this bas neyer had any appreciable effect upon the loyalty

ai the Canadisu people. t is likely that there is as much0
genuine regard for the intereets ai the Empire in Canadar
to-day as in Australia, and as warm a desire ta promaoteE
the comman glony. No Canadian public man bas had1
occasion, witbin the memory ai the present generation, ta
suggest tbe alternative as a result ai any friction witb thei
Colonial Office. But, in tbinkiug ai the future, the Can-1
adian canuat ignore the fact that a political alliance witb
the rent ai the continent is ane af the solutions open ta
him. t bas been thaugbt ai. Lt bas beeu written ai. ltt
bas been openly advocated. Lt bas iti avowed advocatesE
in Canada to-day, and a still langer number ai secret advo-1
cates. t bas a great deai that is national in support ai it.1
Duning the past twa centuries, sud particularly duriug the1
last one, North America bas developed its great progress,
enligbtenment sud national lufe. Lt bas grown up f ree
froin the feudalisi n sd clans intarests wbicb mark Euro-
peau civilization. The seuse ai liberty sud equality is
everywhere felt on the continent. CanadIa bas imbibed
this epirit, and it is a part ni bier institutions. North
America bas a civilization ai ber own--a political mission
and destiny quite spart main that ai Europe. Canada bas
more direct interest in the develapment ai North Amenica
than sha can possibly bave in the British Islands or the
wbole ai Europe. t wauid be natural for bier ta seek
alliances with bier own great ueighbbur.

Comnarciaily their interests are interiaced f nom the
Atlantic ta, the Pacific. t would mean no dieregard for
England if Canada allied berseli ta the UJnited States, sud
chose ta mould bier destinias accardiug ta North American
ideas rather than upon European lines. In a word, the
anly real objections ta, the federation ai North America
under one central gaverninent iustead ai two, as at pre.
sent, are purely sentimental.

But thesa are enougb. In nation-building, sentiment
is a mare patent factor than seli-intereet. Go ta France
aud Germauy sud demoustrate ta the people ai those two
great cauntries that the true policy wauld be ta, federate-
ta bave one capital, ana set ai officiais, one united army.
Tbe logic mÀight be irresistible, but the result would be
ineignificaut. Lu a somewbat lesser degree it would be
preposteraus, at presant, ta endeavour ta, persuade the
Canadian people that political union with the United
States made for their material intereste. This cousidera-

1tion, ueually s0 patent ini guiding human action, wauld be
rabsolutely powenless in thie counection. There in still a

deep-eeated objection in the minds ai a large majority ai
the people ai Canada ta union witb the United States. Lt

6nay ha unphilosophical, it mnay be irrational, but it exists.
iLt is probably the offsping, for the most part, ai the spirit
i loyalty ta Great Bitain wbicb bas long permeated the

3minde ai the great majority ai the Canadian people. Lt
is nat easy tai blot out a century ai bistory in a day, sud
1the record ai the paet bundred years bas had a constant

- tendency ta, confirai British Americans in their devotion
1 tai Britishase against Anerican intereets. The couflict ai
1the Revolution was succeedd by the war ai 1812-15, with
fits invasion ai Canada; sud since thon there have beau

. Fenian raids, fisbery controversies, sud other unfortunate
1 incidents ta keep up the ill.ieeling angendared in 1776-83,

sud it is simply not a practical solution ai the future ai
1 Canada ta suggest political union with the United States,
. because tha preponderatiug majoity ai the people will nat
ebear afit. Turne in the great miracle-warker sud may

i- change aIl this ; but we muet speak ai things as thay are.
eNo matenial consideratians will induce the Canadian
-people at preseut te accept palitical union with the JUited

States.
e A second alternative is Imperial Federation. Saine ai

tthe difficulties wbicb stand in the way ai this bave been
falready biuted at, but there are others wbicb must ha deait

F witb. Lu the firet place, if the Canadian people deired
rauy eucb -federation, je t certain that it is possible?1 Lu

ýf other words, is it dlean that the British people stand ready
if ta give up a part ai their pressent abeolute contraI aven
ithe affaire ai tbe Empire, sud ehane it with stateemen
grepresenting the intereste ai the severai great Colonies?
laAt the beginniug the British Islande would bave the pre-

I pouderating power in the faderation ; but it would be fore-
[- seau that thie couid not be permanent. The pinciple ai
J representation by population could not ha ignored, aàd in
y a few decades the representativas iran tbe Colonies wauld
*outnumber those iran the parent State, Great Bitain
ywould ha merged inta Greater Bitain. t isn nt easy ta

e sea any reasonable objection ta, thie main a Colonial stand-
ir pint-non, iudeed, iran any impartial point ai view.
y But sncb a echeme in quite sure ta arouse miegivingesud
ýr opposition in Englaud. Add ta this the varying candi-
h tions eubisting in the diffamant Colonies-al ai whicb
i-would have ta ha consulted sud would act fraay-and the

g difficulties in the way ai Impeniai Ff.deration ara sean ta
rba very great. The Canadian people would find thia solu-

if tion ai the future a rather tardy ana, aven if they were
le favourable ta it. But are fbey favourable?
y' This opens tip a wide question. Not vary many bave
d stoppad ta cousider the matter. The few who bave opauly
ýo alliad themeelves with libe Impenial Federation movemeut
it are uaL men occupyiug very prominent positions in the
)s world ai practical politice. The political leaders bava
itudiauely avoided eaying auything beyond the marest

f generalities. Sir John A. Macdonald bas said saine pleas-
sut sud excessively loyal thinge in Landau before the

rlongue, but ha bas declared witb empbasis belons the Can-
, adian people that ha was a "bome-rulen up ta the bult."
,y Sir Hector Langevin, a prominent French-Canadian in Sir

John's (4avernment, bas, within a year, denounced and
repudiated any suggestion of any scheme of Imperial Fed-
eration. Lt seenis to be understood that the French popu-
lation of Quebec will resist any proposai in the direction
of federation en masse, and if this be oo, then an almorit
insuperable barrier blocks the acheme. At presont the
French population undoubtedly holds the balance of power,
and it would be impassible, at this time, for any Govern-
ment to live in Canada which had the whole pbalanx af
the French representatives against it. If Imperial Feder-
ation were submitted to the people at the poIls, it would
have no more chance of being carried tban annexatian;
thaugh it might, perhaps, get more votes. It bas not yet
been seriously considered. Lt je altogether likely it will
be, and probably the question will bave to be fought out.
Lt is by no means certain that Imperial Federation would
ever become a practical question froin any innate sense of
ita necessity or desirability on the part af the Canadian
people. It is probable they would drift into some other
idesa if leit to tbemselves. But it is alniost impossible to
believe that British statesmen will not some day wake
very seriously to the prablem, IlWhat is to become of the
Colonial Empire?" Lord Rosebery thinks it is worth
while to consider the question now, and he seems ta be not
very far away from an influential place in the government
of the Empire. Any day may bring forth an event which
will fix attiention on the wbole subject. The Auetralian
provinces may very soon accomplish a union of the wbole
island-continent. Then may be beard the muttering of
the independence ides. It is already heard in Canada,
and is likely ta be heard more distinctly each year ; Lord
Salisbury is inclined ta give but little heed to the Colonial
question. But a Government may appear in England at
any time which will be more disposed ta recognize the
vital importance of settling the problem i o the numerous
growing English comrnunities the world over, and deter-
mining wbat relations tbey are ultimately ta bald ta the
parent State. If this should came ta pass, then the ques-
tion might be forced upon the attention ai the Canadian
people, as part of a general imperial policy-forced, af
course, only in the sense of a iriendly proposal ta cansider
the question in relation ta the generai strength and con-
solidation of the Empire. In such a case the matter wauld
be sure ta be considered and fought out. That it would
meet with enormous and cetermined opposition is beyand
debate. Wbat the result would be is matter af coujecture,
upon which there must needs be ditiereuces oi opinion.
But the balance af reasons seems ta be decidedly adverse
ta the adoption af any echeme ai Imperial union by the
Dominion af Canada. Saine ai the reasane have been
already referred ta. But there is yet another, and this
leade ta a new branch ai the subject.

Two possible alternatives for the people ai Canada
have been already discussed, and there remaine yet a third
-Independence, or an independent nationality. Like the
others, this last bas nat been as yet very seriously causid-
ered by the Canadian people ; but it is a fact that this idea
is beginning ta take possession ai the minds ai many of
the mast intelligent men in Canada. Lt is aniang the
young generation tbat it finds most support. The moment
it is realized that the colonial relation is not perpetual,
the necessity for saine solution ai tbe prablein ai the future
arises, and the idea ai an independent existence is mast
calculated ta fire the imagination ai young men. As a
sentiment ai national pride develope, the thougbt af inde-
pendence grows. To have a country ai one's awn, ai large
resources and ever-widening possibilities, is an aspiration
natural as it is commendable amang a people who bave
already acbieved s0 mucb as the Canadians. A similar
feeling seema ta be taking possession ai the people ai Aus-
tralia. Lt need nat create surprise in England, as it simply
demanstrates that the English are a dominant and self-
governing race; and as soon as British colonies develop
proportions sufficiently great ta enable tbem ta stand alone,
they are ready toasccept the responsibilities ai national
lufe, and are uuwilling for ever ta be tied ta the apran-
strings ai the Mother Land. Tbis implies no lack ai
regard for the parent State ; an the contrary, the intereet
in and affection for the home country shows no sign ai
diminution. A man daes not indicate want ai parental
regard wben he creates a horne for himeseli and assumes
the duty ai providing for himself and his iamily. [t is
natural and proper that this step should corne in the eàse
ai the individual; it is nat less so in the case ai sucb large
cammunities as Canada and Australia. If those who are
concerned in tbe scbeme ai concentrating the powers ai
the English race, and making' the farces ai the English-
speaking people at home and abraad a unit for tbe cani-
mon glary and the common strength, addreesed tbemselvee
ta the work ai securing enduring alliances witb thase
great colonies whicb shall hereaiter establish an independ-
ent existence, it wauld be likely ta prove a mare practic-
able undertaking than auything involved in any sbadowy
praject ai federatian, wbicb presents enormous difficulties,
and may provoeheort-lived, even if accmplised.-J. W.
LongLey, in Fortnighily Review for Marc/i.

Tnit average age at d-atb ai the Jews is eaid ta be
farty-nine years, while tbst of the Christian is but tbirty-
seven. Only two per cent, ai the former follow agriculture ;
tbe great majarity ai tbem are town dwellers. But their
sabriety, domestic sud personal cleanlinees, and the great
care they bestaw upon theniselves and their families, act
heavily in their favour.
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