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IN MEMORIAM.

Most Reverend A. A. Tache, 0O.M. 1., Arch-
bishop of St. Boniface, who died June 22,18%4.

High priest of God, beloved in all the land,

Around thy grave thy sorrowing children
stand,

And not thy faith alone; here all creeds

join
In grief thal bears the stamp of honest coin.

No more the red man from the shore shall
mark,

With joy, the coming of the father’s bark,

" Who poured baptismal waters on his brow,

That bark is moored in Heavenly rivers
now.

No more the weary march and length-
ened fast,

The Tree of Life pow yields a full repast,

And for the chiming of the vesper bell

Heaven’s host the tide of melody shallswell,

" Bells of St. Boniface ! he held you dear,

And we, who linger still, will oiten hear

With throbs of pain, your meliow call to
prayer,

Knowing the well-loved bishop is not there.

1f thou can’st look from Heaven's heights
and see

Thy faithful children when they bend the
knee;

Or tone of earth can reach a sainted ear,

Thy name in loving accents thou shalt hear.

Farewell, thou crowned of Heaven, oh may
we,
Who stiil an earth-path tiead till death
sets free,
Follow the steps thy sainted feet have trod,
That lead at last 10 peace and rest with God.
Winnipeg, Man., Christmas, 1893
M. LESUEUR MACGILLIS,
in Northwestern Chronicle.

THE CATHOLIC
TRUTH SOCIETY.

Iuaugural Address by the President—Im-

portant Business Transacted
at the Last Meeting.

A good number of members were pre-
sent at the regular meeting of the Catho-
lic Truth Society held at their hail on
Water street op Thursday eveuing. It
beiny the first meeting of the new year,
the president {(Mr. A. H. Kennedy) de-
fivered hLis inaugural address as{ollows :

ADDRESS.

On the 5th of December last, you re-
elected me president of this sotiety,for
which, at the outest, I take the hberty
of thanking you sincerely. Surely yon
must not have given it your earnest and
careful consideration when the choice
fell upon one, void of the ability that
should be possessed by a presiding of-
ficer. One consolation is, that, if
1 lack the ability, 1 possess the ambi-
tion, energy and good-will to further the
interests at stake in the Catholic Truth
Society, and thereby thie interests of the
Church to which we belong. To His
Grace Archbisbop Langevin I extend
the grateful thanks of this society, for
bis kind words of encouragement and
" erchiepisropal blessing wbich we now
-enjoy and to which we attribute much of
the success of our society during the past
year.

To the Jesuit Fathers for the assist-
ance they have rendered, words of
thanks would be hardly adequate to_ex-
press my feelings, and in saying so I
. voice the sentiments of this society. To
the Fatlers of St. Mary’s, of the Imma-
culate Conception and all the clergy,who
bave expressed their appreciation of
this society and exiended words of en-
couragement, thanks,
tom of my heart, are sincerely extend-
ed. To the officers, and more especially
8o the secretaries, who were so instru-
mental in bringing the society to the
standard to which it lhas now attained,
for their untiring work, energy, and zeal,
as their modesty will not admit of praise
from me, I tender my sincere grateful
ness.

The object of this society will be to
improve the mental, moral and social
condition of its members, to make them
content with their position in life, to re-
claim the erring, the lukewarm and the
indifferent, by precept and example, to
keep young men from joining secretsocie-
ties, to further the dissemination of Cath-
olic truth,the promotion and circulation of
Catholic literature, and 30 explain
through the press and other modes of
circulation, with the approval of the
Censor, the doctrines of the church more
©specially when l.er teachings are ag—
Sailed and misrepresented.

Having stated these objects, I
Deed  hardly observe  that the
field of labor is great, and readi-

ly explains why this society meets

» work will then commence by visiting
from the bot- |

weekly, and at each meeting a lecture
or a reading on something of Catholic
interest is given by one of the members.
In the first place this will improve the
mind ; secondly, it has a tendency to re-
gulate our mworals ; thirdly, it encourages
gociability among its members ; fourth-
ly, encouragement is extended to make
us contented with our position in life;
fifthly, to reclaim the erring, the luke-
warm'and the indifferent, can only be
done by members of this society, setting
forth a good example and an encourage-
ment to join our circle. By adhering to
the foregoiLg objects we will attain an-
other poirt indirecily ; we will keep our
young men from joining secret gocieties.

The dissemination of Catholic truth is
our principal aim. There are many
ways in which that is accomplished ;
first, by the promulgation of good sound
literature among our people, by men of
learning ; secondly, by the distribution
of tracts or leaflets ti,at are published
by our society on all controversial sub-
jects; thirdly,tbe columns of the press are
to be utilized for immediate explana-
tions that may be uvecessary to refute
the arguments coming from the pens of
writers whose glory it is to attack and
misrepresent the true church.

At this portion of my address I can
fittingly read to you an extract from the
penof St. Ignatius Loyola on Tracts :
*As the Protestants are continually
writing small works and small tracts,
and aim at destroying the belief in Cath-
olic writers, and especially those of the
Society, and establishing various dog-
mas ; it seen.8 expedient that ours (i. e.
the Society of Jesus) should draw up in
such cases, answers and tracts, short
and well written, so that they may be
within reach of and may be bought by
all. It thisway aremedy may be found
for the evil that is done with these little
books by Protestants ; and sound teach-
ing may be spread amongst the many.

But this should always be done
with  moderation though, earnestly
and in such a way a8 to snow
up the wicked ways and deceits

of our adversaries. Afterwards, if need
be, many of these tracts may be bound
up in one volume. But they must be
written by learied men, well grounded
in theology, and who know how to adapt
themselves to the intelligence of the
many. By these means it seems that
an important service could be rendered
to the Chureh, and the beginning of evil
could be met, in many places, before it
had gone s0 deep asto be very difficnlt
later on to root it np from men’s hearts.”

Although we have unavoidably peen
prevented from extending our work, it
was not through the lack of ambition gr
eunergy on the part of any of its memn-
bers, but, owingto its financial circym-
stances, we were obliged to await the
coming of a new era, which, happily for
us, has now arrived. It will be our duty
to become affiliated with the parent
gociety in England, become one of their
branches and through them literature
of the higliest and of all classes may be
obtained.

They in England have gone through
such a controversial siege during the
past century that they are thoroughly
conversant with the wants of the Catlio-
lic Church throughout the worid. Hav-
ing obtained the required literature, our

jals, reformatories, hospitals and publici
institutions and distributing tracts and
good moral reading among the inmates.:
In referenceto the local press I would
not advise giving ourattention to all art-
icles that may appear, but any that do

appear against the Church or its
clergy, should be given the
careful consideration of the press
committee, as to whether an ans-

wer woald be opportune or not. I have
been on many occasions accosted as to
why we did not appear more often in the
press in defence of the church, to show
ourselves to the public and let the com-
munity koow that such a society exists.
To that I make answer and say,although
it is one of our objects,we do not consider
it advisable to answer any scribe who
may think it fit to write an article for a
newspaper, and furthermore it is not
our desire to enter into a controversy,
We must always take care in our
writings to give no offence to our sep-
arated brettren. If we have occasion to
answer any of their writingsletitaiways
be in the mildest tone possible, giving a
clear and distinct explanation on the
teachings of the church to which we:

happily belong.

1t is our earnest desire that the ladies
become members of this society, as the
constitution fully provides for their ad-
mission, and the spreading of truth real-

1y comes under the head of charity.

Such societies a8 the Ladies’ Aid and St.
Vincent de Paul should work baud in
band with us. On their weekly visitsto
the poor, the spreading of Cathalic liter-
ature, would be oxportune and in many
cases most beneficial,

Yes “most beneficial” and are not our
meetings “most beneficial 7”7 Here we
are this evening a body of Catlolics, mei
together to talk over any matter that
may concern us, and we can say “we are
all brothers, we belong to the one true
Church, and bhave the sgame mind on all
that concerng our eternal salvation, and
that is the first aim of our existence.”

What a pleasure it is to come here and
talk freely and unreservedly upon Cath-
olic topies. In fact I believe our hall is
the only place in the city outside
of the presbyteries, where Catholics can
meet and discuss such matters.

The success of the society lies with us.
What are wetodo ? Ip answer, I will
quote a few lines taken from the Psalm
of Life of Longfellow :

“Let us then be up angd doing
With a heartfor any 1ate;
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.

For
Lives o1 great men a)) remind us
We can 1mu«ke our liveg sublime
Awnd, deparling,leave behind us
Footprints on tl e pands of time;
Footprints that perhaps another
Sailing o’er life's solemnp main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeking, shall take heart again.

This I Liope 18 the riveting of an end-
less chain. In vears Lence, as founders
oif this society in the Capadian Nerth-
west, 1 Lupe on retiring from life, we
may, one and all, calmly look back on
the result of our work, close our eyes to
the world and say *our labors were not
Jost.”

The president’s remarks were listen-
ed to with the greatest attention and
when Lie resumed his seat a hearty vote
of thanks for bis address was tendered
him on motion of Mr. J. J. Golden, sec-
onded by Mr. F. W. Russell, and sup-
ported by Rev. Father Kavanagh, 8. J.
Tue meeting tlen proceeded 1o deal
with the " varions suggestions made by
the president. A resolution was first
upanimously passed instructing the
secretury to Immediately take the steps
necessary to make the asgociation &
regularly affiliated branch of the Catiio-
lic Truth society of England. It was
then resolved that a number of the pub-
lications of the parent society he at once
secured for gemneral distribution and a
substautial sum wae set apart from the
funds for this purpuse. A discussion fol-
Jowed as to the advisability of the soc-
jety publisbing leaflets or pamptlets
of their own and a commiitee was ap-
pointed to look into the marger fully
and report at a subsequent meeting., It
was further resolved that the members
take an active part in circulating Mr.
Ewart’s latest pamphlet on the school
question.

It will be seen from this summary of
the business transacted that the mem-
bers are aliout to enter upon g geagon of
active work in the cause of Catholic
Troth in this city. Asthe pregident said
in his address, they liave heretofore
been bandicapped in their operations by
the want of furds, and although they
have had the desire they have lacked
the means of accomplishing to their full
extent the aims and objects of the so-
ciety. By good management, however,
and with tke assistance of the clergy
they now find themselves in a position
to launch out. We congratulate them on
their success and whilst doing go would
earnestly urge all our city readers to
give them every assislance possible.
Those who do not care to become active
members may help considerably in the
good work by becoming tonorary mem-
bers which they can do by sending the
fee of $1.00 to the secretary, Mr, F. W.
Rassell ; or by sending books or magaz-
ines for tbelibrary, and for distribution
1n the hospitals and otber publicinstitu-
tions.

CHURCH BUILDINGS.

The building and restoration of Cath-
olic churchties throughout the world, as
reported in foreign and domestic journals
of architecture, published in the interest

ofthe building trades, in the words of
the British Architect, “stuns the imagi-
nation in an attempt to grasp the magni-
tude of the operations and the enormous
sum of money set apart from the re-
venues of the Church to pay for the
work.” TFor new churches the number
and cost thereof is as follows : America,
2,764 ; Europe, 6810 ; Asia, 803 ; Africa,
874 ; Australia, 69 ; Isles of the sea, 174 ;
chapels on ghips for miesion work, 14;
totai, 10,981 ; the estimated cost of which
amonnts to $360,721,000,—N. Y. Catholib
Review,

HOW MK. W. T. STEAD’S
REPORT WAS GARBLED.

AMERICAN REVIEW ENGLISHE REVIEW

oF REvigws, SEPT. OF KEVIEWS, SKPT.
1895, p. 317, 14, 1895, p. 2 9.

“I think” replied 1 think,” replied
Dr. Croke, “that Dr. Croke, that the

the New Zealand sys-
tem is the best in the
world, 1he Stute pro-
vides an education
solely secular, and
ministers of ail deno-
minations are auth~
orzad to impart reli-
gious instiuction (o
their pupns one day
in the "week. The
Cutholic priests in
New Zeatand attend
régularly  for one
botr 1n"the week 10
calechize the Catho-
He scholars in the
Publie sehools,  The
gystem works admir-

New Zealand system
J8 FoIRLY SATIStAC-
TORY. TheState pro-
vides an education
goiely wmecular, and
ministers ot ail deno-
minations are autho-
rized tu impart retigi-
ous instivetion to
their pupiis one day
in the weck The
Catholic Priests in
New Zealard attend
regularly tor SOME
HOURS in the week to
caiechize the « atho-
le schoiars in the
Public Schools. The
svslem SEEMS L0 work

ubly—a N'p w H Y admirably.”
SHOULD 17 NoT? IT
I3 A MISTAKE TO BE
ALWAYS 7), RUSTING
DUGMATIC TEACHING
INTO KVERY KiND OF
INSTRUC te N, RELI-
GION CAN BE ALLTHE
BETUKx  tAUGHT IF
IT 1S NoT MaDk 100
STALE BY A MONOTON-
YUS Ry PETITION.?
NOTABLK SENTI-
MENT, INDEED, FROM
A VATHOL ¢ ARCH-
BISHOP, AND UNE
WHICH, WERE NE
UTHER THAN WHAT
NE IS, WoULD BRING
DOWN ON HIM THE
ANATHEMAY OF NO
SMALL SECTION O
HIs OWN CHUKCH,

OBSTACLES TO
CONVERSION.

From the N. Y, Catholic Rrview.

Zealous Catlolics who have the pro-
spenity of the church and the interests
of souls at heurt are apt 10 wonder und
even ctomplain that comparatively so
few conversious are wade. [t is true
that in themselves the number is not in-
considerab.e.  Cardinal Vaughan in a
sermon at Brompton Orrtory, the head-
quarters of the Oratorians of Samnt Philip
Nori,in London, said that in that chureh
they hiad converted in torty years be-
tween 5000 and 6000 persons. The
Liverpvol Catholic Times commenting
on this 8ays that the number of converts
in tue large and energetic London par-
ighes is estimated at one hundred per
year. We have no means at hand for
estimating the number of converts in
our oWl country, but we know that the
tist of leading, intelligent and profes-
sional perrons who have joined the
church  within the last forty o
fifty years, which list has been pub-
lished, is a pretty long one. We are
aware, too. that the work of conversion
is going on in almost every parish in
the country, quietly and unostentatious-
ly, the numes written only in the Chureh
record and in the Book of Life,

But all this is,really,only 4 drop inthe
bucket to what it should be and what a
view of the argunieuts and influences
inclining in that direction would lead us
to expect. It istrue that a great change
Las taken place in the ]ast forty vears
and that In cousequence of the revival
of the Church, and the increased know—
ledge of her teaching and practice multi-
tudes have been led to notonly look
more favorably upon the Chureh but to
feel a strong inclination to join it. We
kunow that numbers ol Protestant clergy-
men, especially Episcopalians, who have
lost fuith in their own, would be glad to
join the Cailolic church but for the
ohstacles, real or imaginary, that lie in
their way.

The question naturally arises. Why
are not more converted ? What are the
obstacles thatlie in the way to prevent
multitndes from flocking to the portals
of Holy church like doves to their win-
dowe ? Tlere are, of course, many ex-
ternal difliculties. There is the influ-
ence of the old, hereditary Protestant
prejudice which chings to one even after
ie has become pretty well emancipated
from its tyrannizing influence. It fills
the mind with fear and dread and causes

it to hesitate to vacillate, to halt hetween
{wo .opinions and though really intel-
lectually convinced of the truth to fear
that after all experience of the reality
mtght convinee it of some secret error or
defect that would cause regret and im-
pose the disagreeable necessity of back-
ing out.

Sometimes intellectual difficulties are
presented by confident writers like
Pusey and Littledale, not to mention the
whole brood of inferior authors and
journalists who ransack history and
rake up all the intellectval and moral
difficulties and all the scandals of the
past history of the church. Then, too,
timid souls are often kept in bondage by
a fancied obligation of obedience to an
imperious pastor who will forbid the
reading of Catholic books or associating
with intelligent Catholics. Some clergy-
men will even assume with—we may

| well say-—reckless audacity, the respon-

sibility of the salvation of a penitent
who has confessed leanings to the Cath-
olic church and a waning confidence in
his own,

With many, human respect is a very
powerful deterrent—fear of offending and
vrieving parents, guides ard loved ones,
fear of temporal consequences, loss of
station, of influence, of fortune, possibly
poverty and want. All these are very
real and very powerful influences and,
after all,"perhaps, the only wonder is
that so many have the grace and cour-
age to break through all restraint and
throw themselves into the loving em-
brace of Holy Mother Church,

This suggests the real explanation—
the grand diflicnlty—it i8 the want of
real, genuine faith.  True Christian
faith is not mere intellectual convistion.
Faith is the gift of God. No man can
acquire faith by study alone aud by his
owrn skill. A man may be intellectnal-
ly convinced of ihe truth and yet fuil to
follow it. He must first be convinced of
the imperative obligatiun of following
the truth and his heart must be opened
by the grace of God to receive the truth
in the love of it. The inind, indeed,
must be convinced, but above all things
the will must be subdued and made wil-
ling cheerfally toobey.

The motive of true Christian faith 1
not 80 much conviction of the under-
standing, it is the authority of Almighty
God. We believe because God hath
spoken. We kuow that God has spoken
and continues to speak through His
Church. The Church is “the pillar and
ground of the truth,” the true exponent
and teacher of the divine revelation
which God Las given us.

We have satisfied ourselves on this
point, If Almighty God has given us a
revelation of His will He must have
given us the means of ascertaining that
will. If He has given us a law and re-
quired us to obey it at the peril of our
eternal salvation we must know what
that law is without doubt or peradvent.
ure. How can that be done without a
divinely appointed teacher? The Church
i8 God's appointed agent and in-
strument for conveying to us a know-
ledge of His will. In the church, its
divine author, Jesus Christ, has, Him-
self, instituted an infallible tribunal for
interpreting and  proclaiming to the
Faiti:ful a true and certain knowledge of
the divine will. Without that tribunal
there is absolutelv no certainty, we may
well 8ay there is no revelation, for it is
absurd to suppose a divine revelation
without the means of ascertaining de-
finitely and certainly what that revelu-
tion is.

Let the honest seeker after truth be
convinced of thig fact, then let bim with
deep bumility -and compunction sub-

mit himself to the guidance of this .

divine tribunal, Let him pray rervent-
1y and with al] his beart for the light of
the Holy Ghost to guide him into all
truth and give him grace to love and
embrace that truth and follow its de-
mands even at the sacrifice of all earth-
ly goods. Let him deny himself and
take up bis cross and follow Jesus
through evil report and good report, re-
membering that the Blessed Master has
said: “He that loveth father and
mother mwore than Me is not
worthy of Me ; and he that loveth son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of
Me, and he that taketh not liis cross and
followeth Me not is not worthy of Me,”
Let all good Catholics pray for the grace
of conversion especially for the almost
persuaded.

Senate Reading Rm ja.,



