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A CLASSIC CHRISTIAN NOVEL. !
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T.
Lepidns’s castle, o little ereek ran into
the shore

swhout oomile north of

Under o ol

out of the Tyrrhenian sen
The betch here was viek in shellx. which
Aratha took delight in guthering. One
day wt noon, he Lind accompanied her
to this favorite resort, and while she
amused herzelf in picking and sorting
Ler treasures, he sat down in the shade
with his back to the rock, and wwaited
her fatigue. while he took out Livy's
History. of which he was in the hubit of
perusing g chapter every duy and began
to read.  Thus seuted and moving res-
pectively. sheltered from the whole
world, the chiff hehind and the seu hefore
they were so placed that his neice as
she cxplored the shingles hither and
thither, was sometimies in view and
sometihiues not. fIe had no suspicion
of danger, and least of all of the parti-
cular danger which was impending.
Once or twice. u considerable interval
—say ten minutes—having passed with-
out seeing her, he had turned his head,
not from uneasiness. but curiosity, and
had each time found that she was busy
at her innocent work. only she had
shifted the ground of her explorations
a little. At last, when a guarter of an
hour had intervened since he had scen
her he looked round and disco vered her
nowhere. .

He called and she answered not.

Ascending the small eliff, he failed to
see her anywhere on land. but he heheld
a hoat of six ours at some distance up
the coast. pulling swiftly north along
shore, and in the hoat he thought he
could discern a femule figure.  Agaths,
and he had stayed so long at the littly
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creek, that the short winter duyhight

was now waning., There was no shore
roud by which, even were he young and
rigorous, he could have run; the ground
on the contrary was rough, the sea line
was curved, several little inlets indent-
ing the shore; and, finally, could he
even have overtaken the boat he was
alone.  He was obliged to return to the
castle, and, by meuns of his sluves, to
cause inquiries along the roads and cross
roads to be made, going forth himself
that evening und all night in a earriage.
He spent the next day similarly. Al
his efforts were fruitless. No trace,
o news of his nigee could be obtained.
He, therefore, knew nothing better, and
nothing else to do. than to hasten with
his melancholy tidings to Aglais and
TPaulus. )

As the four persons present agreed,
after a short discussion, in o complete
certuinty that this was the work of Ti-
berius, Dionysius was asked whother he
could not lay the facts hefore Angustus,
and secure his intervention.  He replied
at once that. while there was no proof
which Le would not give them of his
Zeal in sueh w cause, ull hope from the
plan suggested must he thrown aside.
First, whatever their own moral certain-
ty might be. to advanece such a charge
against Tiberiws Caesar, without having
the smallest chanee of making it good,
would not only fail to work Agatha’s
dolivornnco, but would ensure the death
O.f every one taking puart in the aceusa-
tion; seconldly, Augustus was now sick
and not to be approached.
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of vt
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S Yo ripied Theilas, 7 they widl

asked Paudas.

Loth follow you to death— Lonvives be-
cause he hates villuny in ilself; and!
Chaerins, becaus he hates tyrant<”

Panles made  the experiment. I
proved Thellus to be right. Thellus
wix indeed & man who, however lowly |

pliced, would, by his valor. clogquence,
natural genius and eapacity for influen--
cingmaasses of human heings, hut for
that child of his poor Alha, but for his|
Prudentin making home bright «nd the !
world distasteful, have been the leader
of some grand uprising; military at first
political in the end.
“Surely.”” said Thellus.
quickly learn where vour dear sister liesy

“yve shall

cruelly hidden among her enemies from
all her frienns.” ;

“and how, dear {riend?” asked Pau-
lus, resting his elinched right hand upon |
the mighty shoulder of the former arena-
king. .

“You remember Claudius, the freed-
man of Tiberins, who, thanks to you,
instead of rotting now in the earth.
after a horrible death is about to marry
deigna: he will tell us.”

“Let us then hasten to Rome,” said
Paulus.

CHAPTER NVIIL

i

That night, when his mother, with her i
faithful old slave, Melena, had been com- ‘
fortably lodged in a house of Thellus’s ;
seloetion, the following slight but for-
midalle steps were taken:

First, Cassius Chaerias and Longinus
went forth to visit varions military
posts throughout the city. and dizzemi-
nate news of the heart-moving tragedy
in which Paulus 'z beantiful yvoung sister
was to be the innocent chicf sutferer, and
of which Tilerins Caesar had begun to
énact the eruel reality. Seconidly, Dion-
ysius proeeeded to the palace of Ger-
manicus Cucsar (to whom Paulus had
duly reported his arrivaly to dizclose
to that able, powerful and well-disposed
prince the dark story of Agatha; and
to represent that the popularity of
young Paulus, and the general hatred
and foar felt for Tiberins; the exeite-
ment of & recent vietory, to whieh no
“triminph” had been awnrded; the
heauty and innocence of the vouthful
lady aguinst whom a Tarquinian out-
rage so audacious had been perpetrated;
the intrinsie atroeity and heinousness
of the whole affuirs the indireet insult
to Germanicus himself, involving the
affronting and oppressing the last re-
presentative of a noble line known to
be under his protection; the glory ac~
quired by the noble youth, his staff
officer, of whose absence in battle go vile
an advantage had been taken by the
remorseless and shameless tyrant—were
Il combining to agitate the army in
Rome, and to work up the soldiery into
a state of indignation truly dangerous,
in wiich a single word from an influen-

il man, or but a clinehed hand lirted

on  eizh. wonld ereate o voleaniv

uprisieg that would shatter the whole
frane of the Romar ampice into dust, !
: !

(To be Contuued.)
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