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The exhibition building is evecied in the vicinity
of the Barracks, und within half a mile of ihe centre
of the city, on a beautiful piece of ground of about
twenty-six acres, a portion of which has been pur-
chased from the Government by the Covporation for
this purpose.

The ground plan of the bailding is a regalar octa-
gon, its dimensions from opposite angles heing 186
feet. The space offered by the groand area is np-
wards of 24,000 feet, while the galleries give an
additional space of 4,000 feet move. The external
wall is boils of white hrick, on a foundation of rub-
ble masonry aud concrete, and is twenty-one feet in
height. The entraace is through eight dvorways,
each eight feet wide and fyarteen feet high, one at
each angle. In the brick wall, on each side of the
octagon and between the doovways, ave five spacions
windows, making on the ground floor forty windows.
The roof of ihis porvtion of the struciove is covered
with felting, gravel, &c. The second tier of the
building, containing ibe gallery, rises to the height
of thirty-two feet above the ground line, and is 114
feet in diameter from opposite angles, giving a wall
accommodaiion of wove iban 300 feet, lighted with
forty-eight windows, every aliernate one being bungy
on & pivet to adwii of ventilation. 'Lhe ascent and
descent to the apper portion of the building is pro-
vided for by two stairways, one being intended for
the entrance and the other fur the exii of the publie,
and leading in opposite directions so us to divide the
crowd. The thivd iiev of the building is n contina-
ation of the inside gallery wall, and runs io ihe
height of forty feet alove the ground line. This
vier supporis 1be cupola, aud is covered wiih a
shingle rool. The interior view is clear, and not
interrapted by any timbers to the height of eighiy-
seven feet, T'he full heizhi of the building, to the

top of the flag-stad, is 114 feet; the dimensions of
the capola, tweniy feei diwmeter by thirty-one in
heizht ; avea of the ground floor and gallery 28,000
feet, being aboni the same area as ihe Iamilion
Exhibition huilding, and 4,000 feet less ihan the
Toronto building. 'I'he sheeting of the roof is paint-
ed a blue coloar, ihe timbers a deab,

In expressing aa opinion wpon the mauaer in
which the building secved the purposes for which it
was designed, we desire o avoid the appearance of
criticising withoui suggesiing bLeneficial alteration
which would not be aistended by wuch additional
exponse. Fivsi inpressions wre always wosi lusiing,
and when one enters a bailding erowded wiih ohjecis
of industry and v with a view to study or enjoy
them, it is next to impossible io avoid being impres-
sed move or less by the appearance of the stincivve
in which they ave displaved. 'The feeling produced
ou first enteving ihe London Bxhibition building s
noi a happy one.  The gatlery seems to drop like aa

opaque, dull and heavy screen before the spectator,
ab once creating disappointment and a disposition
to be adversely critical. The massive supports in
front of each doorway, obstructing the view across
the building, increases the dissatisfaction, and the
cold drab colouring of the plain undecovated timbers
bring no relief to the eye, but rather confirms im-
pressions just created. Red, white and blue are the
natural colours for such a building, and there does
not appear to be any valid reason why the gallery,
which is paiufully visible on entering, should not
have been glazed and made instrumental in lighting
the lower floor, and if not ormamental at least not
an eyesore. Means, easily contrived, might wiik
great advantage have boen adopied for dRplaying
a considerable part of the great variety of useful and
ornamental ladies wovk above the gallery, where
close inspection is not necessary, general eflect heing
the object aimed ai.

Passing now {o the ohjecis exhibiied in ibe build-
ing, we ave ab once siruck with ihe number of com-
peting sewing machines ; it is not 2 little remarkable
that this invention should have taken such wide
spread root throughout the United States and Canads,
and, although only a few yeamrs old, has already
reached such excellence in results. Some of these
machines are very ingeniously contrived, and leave
little to be wished for as housebold labour-saving
machines. The furniture was substantial and good.
bhut nob particularly distinguished for beausy of
design, although the materinls are excellent and the
workmanship supevior. A reference to the illustva-.
ted caialogue of the Great Exhibition at London
would speedily develope a more elegant deseripiion
of drawing room furnitare. The skill to consiract
is vevy evident, but the taste to avrange is suseepii-
ble of jinprovement. Ii is very saiisfactory io be
able to note the taste for music, and ihe means of
caltivating thas delightful art, which appear to grow
together in Canada. Piano-fortes of Canadian maa-
uiaciore were very well represented, a faci which of
itself speaks well for the progress of our civilization.
The collection of pipes and tiles for drvaining is
another sugzestive feature, and shows how the irue
p«inciples of agriculture are spreadiag throughooi
ibe country. 'Lhe specimeus of potiery and earthen-
ware wore good, bub this art is as yeb in its infancy
in Cunada, owing to the vemuarkable cheapuess of
the impovied aviicles. Theve was noching thas may
be called new in stoves, five-graies, ov apparatas for
warming bouses. Ta ithis elimaie ove would nate-
rally look for vavions desigus fur economising fuel
and distributing » uniforma tewmperature thvoughous
our dweilings. ‘Uhe Geraaa iile stove, in ity present
elegani joring und excellent adaptations, does nos
appear to have astracied ibe aitention of Canadiaa
atennfaciurers.  The manulbctures in leather weie



