
t)OMTfNION ir-,nCAIL NONTHLY

sl~cIt.t'chanes. otwccr, remnffiiied
iiiatffctcd, anid the amvnorrhocea. from
whiclh hrith patients- s-uffcrcd. re-
rn.dned. The details of the fir-st case
arc as follîows -The patienit, wvho %v.as
thirty-five y'earï oid, hiad beeiî suf1*er-
in1" -,inlcc is91, but it Wvas not ulntit
r8,)4 thlat detinite symptoms of acro-

mciybegan tri appear. Iler hianch
aiîd feet bcgan to etilarge, and her
sight began tri l. She 1-ad optil
-a trriphy and Nransient glycosuria.

fer bc!ing treated in the hospital iii
Eebruary, 189)6, slie wvent hoamc, and
wvas under the care of Dr. Hollis, of
\Vcllinigborough. Toward the end
of that ycar the headache becarne so
intense that she wvas aniouý to un-
deco any opcz-ation that wvould re-
lieve it. She came under the author's
care, and, after corsultation, it Wvas
decidcd that no atteimpt to remnove
the pituitary body, which from the
primary atrop)hy~ of the optic nerves
wvas probably mlich enlargcd, was
justifiable, but that, if tlit pain con-
tinued, the skuUl mnight be trephined
and thr'- ýubdura1 space opetied, with,%.
tûe object of relieving in.tracrani-1
pressurc. She wps given the com-
bined tli,-reoid -&rd pituitary cxtracts,
and shoc -radually lost the headache
andi wasoable to get up. The im .
provement kýeeping up, she wvas al-
lowed ta go, back ta lier home in
March, 1897, and directed to continue
the treatment. This advice, however,
she did rot follow, and iii the month
af j une, epileptoid fits appeared ac-
companied by loss of consciousness.
She gradually grew weaker, and died
on August i6th. Fourteen hours
after her death the author made an
examinatian, and found that the pitui-
tary body w'as greatly enlarged by a
soft white growth, which had invaded
the right optic thalamus and, micro-
scopi,..ally, had the structure of a
mediu m-sized round-celled sarcamna.
lTbe thymus was persistent, and,
microscopically, showed marked en-
largement of the concentric: corpuscles
of Hassail. The thyreoid body ;vas
healthy both ta the naked eye and
microscopically.

Ini thec second ciise, %vhich %vas a
frsadvanccd onme, no changes in tic

optie nerves bcing present, the patient
had had severe hecadache for s;i. veeks
before slît., came under tic autlior's
obj-.erva-tinm, in October, i8 )96. The
critnîLed extracts of thec thyrcoid
andI the pituit-ary glands %vere adin-n
istered, and site scion lrist the hieadl-
delie. Shie ,;ubsequciitlve attendcd a.,
an, out-patient rit the Lospital until
JuIy, 189>7, the sanie treatrient being
conitinued. AS there w,-'&as no return
of the hecadache whiei she wvas an out-
patient, says tic autiior, its disap-
pearance cat ihardly bc explaincd as
beimg merely due to rest and im-
praved physica' conditions.

The authar tlîinks that the re-
suits in these two cases are tao
scanty to establislh any reliable c-on-
clusion as ta the value air.the treat-
ment, but he thinks they justify a
more extended trial. One point, he
rermarks, that spccially requires in-
vestigation is ivhetlher any good effect,
that may result from the administra-
tion of thc cormbincd extracts is solely
due to the contained thyreoid extract
or whether the twa cori bined ex tracts
have more effect tlîan the administra-
tion of thyreoid alone. Pituitary ex-
tract bas been gcîîerally unsuccessful
in the treatment of acromegaly while
thie treatinent with thyreoid extract
lias given variable results. Mr. kal-
leston refers ta Benson, Bruns and
Bramwell who record impravemelL,
to Brarriwvell and Ransom who report
no effect, and to Murray who men-
tions temporary improvement which
disappearedl while the treatment was
comtinued. Under these circum-
stances, lie says, it has been thouglît
tS:it aïly beneficial effects it may have
are af a general nature and not due
ta, amy sp.-cific action on the morbid
processes at workz in acramegaly. But
since thyreoid extract has been found
to relieve the headache af acromegraly,
it is possible, he thinks, that the
apparent Success of the administra-
tian af the combined extracts wvas in
reality due to the thyreoid extract
and mot to the combination. In this


