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To all subscribersiwchose: popers :arer delivered by car
- riers, Twe Dollars-and a-half, if paid in advance,
but ¥ nod paid in adeance, then Three Dollars. :
- Sengrie . Gopres, price” 3d, can be had ab this Office;
_Prkuy’s News Depot, St. Francis Xavier Strect : ut
T. Rigdells, (late froin™My. E. Pickep,) Nov. 22,
Grotfi St James Sireet, opposite Messrs. Dawson & |
Sows; awl al W, Dulton's, corner of §t. Luwrence
anid Craix Sts, '
Jitso it Mr. Alecander’s -Bookslore, opposile. the
PeustilEfice, Quebec. R

;ANTREAL, FRIDAY,APRIL 18, 1862.

NEWS OF THE WEEBK,
"I'c’ the Catholie, the conditton of the [talian
LJuestion, as tavolving the fortanes of the Sove-
reign Pontifl, must be of parumeunt importance 5,
wnd cousidering the shure tiet ther Govere-
rmept Las had w encouraging wad prowoting the:
srevolutionury movement ia the Italian Peniasula,)
‘Protestants may well feel ax mterest therein,
caud sk themselves how far they are morally ve-
-spomsible for the acts of the revolutionary auv-
- thorities whom they have assisted 1n calling into
-.gxistence. :
This however is 2 questioa which Protestants
- do not willingly entertain, avd which whee foreed
upon them tbey do their best to shirk,  Yet it
- will be pressed wpoa them.; and bowever puiaful
and bumiliating (he answer licreunto may ‘be,
tbat snswer will be giveu some day — if uet by
our own contemporaries, at least by posteniiy.
Of late both Locd Derby and Lord Normauby
bave made thenselves exceedingly troublesome
by Iorcing (bis question upon the House of
Lords. The same ungratelul task has besn per-
forwed 10 the Heuse of Commons by Sir Geo.
Bowyer, who oo the 27th ult. brought before
the public the atrocities of the Piedmontese mn
. the Kingdom of Naples ; 2nd put some very ndis-
creet questions to the -Under Secretary for
Foreign Afairs, thereby-rufing considerably the
temper of that ordiuarily, placid wdividual,  We
fiud the following report of the debste-in the
. Liandou 2%mes:—

tSir G. Bowyer deaired to put & queation to the
Guder Secrewry for Foreign Affairs, which would
show that no unnecessury uelsy ought to take place
in uringing the aifuire of South laly before the
Houge. The queation be.had to ask regurded an-
other Proclamation of the celebrated Major. Famel.—
The proclumntion was 88 follows :— !
¢+ yorica TC THR PUBLIC.
st Phe undersigned, charged with the deatruclion
-of brigandage, promises &sum of 100f for evory brig-
_dod w10 mny be brought to him, desd or slive, The
susie rewncd will be given to auy brigand who shall
ki.l oae uf his cowmpanions, nnd hig life shall, more-
over, be spared. Tbe undersigned declares that any
oue whe sball give shelter 1o the brigands, provide
£,r their subsistence, ar give them the slighteat relief;
or wiv stall ses toem, Or even shall almplg know
their plnce of refuge, without immediately.giving no-
%o to the civil and military authorities, sbell be im-
wediately shot. ~ For the protectiun of Hocks the
d o tform several centres with

shepherds are invite i
a sufficient armed force, because in case of attack

they will not be permitted w plead the ¢xcuse that
the cattle wers takea by force. Iu three days all Ehe
6o tagzes musat be burat, acd the towers aod umin-
babind countrs-houges @agl de unroofed and tl'_m
winduws wailed up.  Aflter the lapse of the said
time they will be burot, and al! cattle nud-sheep not
guarded with a sufficient force wl be killed. It is
ity furbidden to catry bLread or other:food out
of wqe commune, Bvory one trnnggreasiug lh:g order
will be considered as an #ecomplice of the:brigands.
Pryviaionaily and for the preseot circumitaace the
.Byodics are authorized to.give to the peasants per-
_miggion 1o OATry ATmMI, On Lhe. reaponsibility of the
;proprivturs who mag ack tor Lhis to be df!“-- Each
. moember of the National Gurrd i1 reaponsible for the
-teeritney of his commune. The undersigned .can ses
conne but two parties — the brignods and :the op-
woneats of the brigands (cculredrigunds), All who
.gtand isdifferent will be claséed with the brigands,
and ike most energetic measures will be taken
.acainat them, becanse when she comeon interest re-
qﬁires tleir assistanee it i & -ceime to refuse to give
it. Al disbanded soldiers who do oot present them-
melves within four duys will be considered brigands.’
& Tuis ducument— continued Sir .G. Bowrer—was
dated from & place called Celico. Thers was also
woother circumstance with reapect :to which be
wished to ask the Under Seccetary for Fo;exgn
Affxirs o question. He bad resd an article in an
lialian newspaper the Steda del Sud, muking the

: ing statement :—
l.ol!..?‘ﬁ_mg eaptain.of the gnard mobile was traveraing
. the district of Salice, in the commune of Bernolda,
.and baving met gome of tbe sbepherds of the country
‘meked theta if they had seeu ao armed band. They
anawered in the negative. After some time it ap-
peared 1bat 8 SROgUINATY Tonlest lock place belween
the gnatrd and an armed body. The captain, believ-
jog thst he bad Deeu deceived by the couniry people
a4 ghepberds, returned, after a period of three days,
- the locality whers he bad wet them, and toere
spared 13 unfortunate countrymen, and drove
- 1em fotoa cabin. Thee, by flring on them, he set
£co to the place, And by that means 13 jnnacent men
‘were burned to death. _
-t Now, wkat he wanted to know from the Govern-
mant wag, whether they bad been more fortunate in
poforence to the case to whioh be had just drawn
iheir attention, than they bad been oo » former oc-
easion, rud whether they bad received any informa-
tion with respect to events so important. “Herlgo
wished to know whetber the Government, in the
aveot of thoir oot baving received thedoformation,
woald immedintely endeavor to ascertain the truth
or fa'sehood of the atatementa whicl} he bad laid be-
fore the House—of their truth be himaell had litule

expl

doubt—~and would, in the event of théir turning out

address some remousirance to the Piedmontese

true, o
’ h regard to the atrocious meaps

Government Wit
taken by them to

Siciliea.”

_Mr. Layard, the official thus adjured, roze to

keep down the people of the Two

it 'was not - prenged. ‘Mr: Liayard  expressed:bis;
surprie lat Sir. G: Boyer should have bee able
to- procuré -2 -copy of the proclamation, and ! his
opinion that'the quesfions which'the bon. gentle-’

'{ man ghad.-sské&: migﬁt:bc more . apprqpfiabéljr put.

inthe '1‘:ﬁrih P:krl;;ii':iehi_’. ‘On’ the burnng of the
thirteen shepherds he kad no explanation to give,
having 0o information. S
Sedfar Mr. Layerd on the subjects; here is
the explanation, and attempted pallation, given
by the correspondent of the London Times, who
wisting ‘from Naples under date 22ed ult.; says:
"4 Nothing was kmownhere of the circumstances.
on ibe 18ih ipst.. Since then inguiries have been
made Ly telegraph, and the followiag is the an-
gwer:— ‘ ) o

1w Phg proclamation was not printed nor writlen by
4kc Mujor, but the Syndics were permitied Lo dfficher
4l in order to frighten (allerire) the populations. It
% not however been carried out, und, fearing un-

sleasant inquirées, the Frefect had directly sent infor-

mation of it to Turin.
The same wrriter continues ;-—

] 'confire myself as closely” & possible to the
wording of the anawer, without being too litersal. -+
The whole affair is very confused, and there is an’
evident design to throw the responsibility from one
person to sucsher. Qos thicg is clenr, that it the
civii suthority can sffix such proclamations within
e knowledge of the military power, or if A-Major in
the“Nntional  Guard csn'do 80 of his own free will,
or, again, f -syndics can be permitted to trifle with
such weapors, there can be no responsible Govera-
ment, and there must be a number of local despota.
! make thess remarks ip the most friendly spirit to
the Govercmest, who will better serve the interests
of 1taly bysmensurea of legality, justice, and buman-
ity, than by proceedings which must of necessiy
alienate the masses."--Times’ Corr.

-From +this it is evident that the stories.we
have hexrd of the atrociltes of the Piedmontese
authorities in the conquered Kmgdom of Naples
are pe -forgeries, but stubborn facts; that the
most infemous and sanguinary proclamations are
ssued by the said authorities to “frighten the
populateous” who hate Piedmontese rule; -but
tirar warned by - repeated exposures, and afraid of
publicity, these proclamations of the Predinon-
tese Governmeat are uat prinled, but ouly

qwritter, so as o prevent.an unnecessary mult-

plicatior of copies, and of damning evideace
of tbeir brytahty, towards the unfortumate
Neapolitans, '
For the rest, it 1s clear that the Sardinians are
making no progress towards the subjugation of

Naples-; and the :Times correspondent assures us

that, “drigandage,” that 13 fo say, armed re-
sistunce to the foreign mercenartes of Piédment,
« ;nust Lencetorward form an important featare
10 my correspondence i’ thus showing that re-
sistance is not crushed, and that the movement
for natienal indepeadence is daily assuming more
gigantic - proportions.  (aribaldt is to -wsit
Naples, aod bis ntrigues are dreaded by
Ratazziand by Victor Ewmmanuel, by both of
whom tbe fillibuster is looked upon with an.evil
eye. ‘Che Pope’s health is re-established,.aad
on the 26th ult. Fis Foliness 1ssued a Decree
for \be canonisation of the .Japan martyrs ; and
also promouaced an Allocution in which he.de-
clared, that the ‘Temporal Power capnot be con-
sidered 48 a dogma, but as an actual ordinatiow
of Providence—and that the independence and
liberty of the Head of the .Church were abso-.
lutely necessary. o

‘Ihe official orgaus, of the French Ewmpire
strenvously deny thatthere exist amy prospecis
of a change in the.: personnel of the Cabinet;
which of course confirms the suspicion in the
pubhc mund that some great and important.
changes are aa contemplation, acd indeed deter- -
mined upos. There 1s a good deal of discontent
against the Spanish (Goverament “entertdised at
Paris, on account of the action of the forwer i
Mexico.

The great naval action betwixt the Merrimac
and Monitor has excited deep interest 1o Eng-
land. 1t is looked apon 3s inauguraling 2 new
era in paval warfane rud coast delences ; and
bas given rise to anxious debates in Parliament
upon the propricty of costinmog the fertification
of our Seaports, which it is -argued must in
future be protected chiefly by won-clad boats of
the Monitor class. :

A deputation from the Corporation of Lim-
erit:k, bearing a petition ia favor of the clams of
the Catholic University to be pul upor’ a0
equality with the existing Protestant Colleges
respect of couferring Degrees, has been received

prayer of the petition bas been refused. Evideutiy
some time must yet elapse before the Cutholics
of 1reland can expect the full recognition of Uheir
rizhte. '

No official account of the great battle of the
6th and 7th instant bas yet bees given tothe
world by the authorities at Washington ; we are
therefore left to glean the truth as best we may.
from the confused:iand contradictory accounts
furnished to the néwspapers by irresponsible cor-
cespondents,  The result seems to be this.

reply. With reference to the proclamation hy
Major Fumel, be admittedjits authenticity, and

|, O Monilay the Vagkees receired great re
forcements ; -and - General  Beauregard retreated:
'to the linés'frol which lieddvariced, carrying ‘off

{true, will arrest their warch of coaquest,

by tbe Lord Lieutesant of Ireland, but the

Tbat on Sunday, General Beauregard surprised.

g4
1

y, thie, Ydokees received great rein-

‘with lim.2 ‘large number;of. prisemers. . Ou the

‘'secont d{i_'y'"._t‘hel'fﬁdva'ﬁt’a_!ge" séems ‘to- have been

slightly oa the side of the North. Neithir party

nor have they been compelled to-yield one inch
of ground by them wrested froat thewr opponents.
Oa the contrary, we bear that-the Yankees have
agaie advanced in force up the Tennessee river,
and captured an important tailroad post, thus
cutting off all communication betwixt the Con-
federates a1 Corinth, and those at AlaSamna.—
We learn too that after a smart cannonade Fort
Pullaski has surrendered ueconditionally. Sumne
excitement was created by the reappearance of
the Merrimac; but the. Monitor Jid not venlure
10 attack her, although she captured and carried
-off three Federal vessels ffom the enemy. Sick-

Taess s said to be breaking out in the Federal

camp, in the shape of malignant typhoid ; tbis, if
A
telegram states that the Comiittee on the Con-
duct of the War is about to .institute an mvesti-
gation into the causes of the surprise at Pitts-
borgh. This would indicate that tbe Federal
authorities do not look €pon the battle which was
the result of that surprise, as a success lo
Federal arms.

Tur MoxTreEAL “ WiTNEss” on THiNGS
IN GENERAL.—If our public men go astray it
will not be from want of looking after ; if our
Legislature errs, or fwmls in its duties, our re-
spected coatemporary the Montreal Witness
wilt at all events have nathing to reproach him-
self with.

He gives indeed the very best advice, gratis,
and uponjal! subjeets. On Temperance, and Pro-
hibitory Laws 5 on Sgoday observances and the
scandal caused to the faithful by the drums and
bugles of profane Guardsmen and unregeserate
Fusideers. On all these topies he is gruat, even
though bis greatness be that of a bore ; but upon
the subject of Romamsm, Romish encroach-
ments, and Romsh Corporations especially, he
transcends himself. INever perhaps is be so
illogical aud so mendacious, and therelore so
ultra-evangelical, as when altacking and slander-
ing our Catholic institutions, =~ .
He 1s publishiog a:series of articles, replete
with tne wisdomn of Lattle Bethel, luminous with’
the splendor of ‘the conventicle, npon « Measures
which the People have.a Right to Ezpect from
Parliament.” Sliggios, Pecksniff, and Maw-
worin speaking w the name of the people of
Canada, emulous of the undying glory of the
“ three taifors of 'Tooley Street,” lift up thewr
voices like the prophets of old to rebuke, and
warn, and o instruct the rulers of the Jand; but
we much fear that, even as ungodly kings turned a
deaf ear to the remonstrances of the Seers of
Israel, 50 will our profane and carnal legislatars
many of whom are knownito indulge ir occasional
« goes” of beer, and to be guilty of the abomina-
tion of a pipe—turn a deaf ear to the voice of
the man ‘of the Waitness, who clad in black
cloth coat and white choker deems himseif set up
asa sign to a perverse. and adulterous geoera-
tion.

Our friend, ratber our guide, guardian, and
light to our paths, .is troubled about many things.
He is roubled about beer, and:he is troubled about
*baccy ; he 18 troubled about the band which, till
a weak concession to Puritanical prejudice and
superstition silenced it, marched with the troops
to Church on Suadays ; he is trovbled about war-
bles, and peg-tops and bats and balls on Sabbath
days; he is troubled about the sulvation of the
souls of us poor misguided Papiats ; but above
all 15 be troubled and sore exzercised iu spirt
about our religious, charntable and educational
establisbments.  Only thisk whata time the poor
man tgust tave of it!  With so many cayes ever
pressing upva I j with his chaste eyes duily
shocked by the sight of Popish abaimmations;
and his soul grieved with the reflection, that his
pious labours in our behall are all unappreciated,
aod 1bat charm be vever so wisely, we will not
come out of Babylon aod be saved.

Yet s be not cast down 3 he delivers bis wes-
sage and speaks the word that is mn him—that 15
the word of walice and of falsehood ; and fuy’
heact burning witbin his bosom, be thus tokes wy
bis parable ngainst religious corporations :—

it The Religious Corporations sbout Montreal, for
inatance, bave large surplus ravenues, aad ate con-
staotly buying cp, a8 opportuaity offers, desirable

! properties which still further increase their surplua
revenuea.”~ Montreal Wilness, 11tk inst,

 ‘We speak of course, oaly 1 so far as Catho-
tholic * Religious Corporations about Montreal™
are conceried ; »nd we say that, as referring to
tbese, the statement of the Wiiness is the con-
tradictory of truth, . So far {rom having “ large

and thoreughly routed the Vankees with great:

surplus revenues,™ all our. Rgligiom Corpoygtiong,

'='s't15igv.llj'add- : close'ly:"-vl':o 1€ ise:;
‘orderto bt “able”to'make head”dgiin

can justly claim'a victory ; for'the fact remaids
that tiie Nortberners have not ‘fest. the initiative,

ith;ofe‘or/two. exceptions)

‘amout;of. pauperism which-our.cily..contasmn

with which, but for these Corporations; it woald'be

burthened ;- and to: meet the . many and constant,
Ademands made upon thewr rgﬁou}-éé;; for charitable
and educational. purposes... Every ‘penny of their.
‘revennes 'is devoted to’ tthé purposes 3 and it is -
Lo them that Montreal is indebted for ifs numer-
‘ous aud ‘excellent schools, colleges and.hospitals ;
for its many. asylums for the aged, for the wfirm,
for the orphans, and for every form-and descrip-
tion of suffering humanity. B '

It 1s true, as the Witaess tl:o'mplains, that these
Corporations never die ; that their property 15 not
being divided or brought under the auctioneer’s
hammer ; that in consequence they do coustitute
a kimd of landed aristocracy ; and do thus, to a
certain extent, reproduce the political and socil
conditions wrought in Europe by the laws of” en-
tail and primogeniture. The facts we-admit ;—
but instead of :deducuig therefrom consequences
10 be deplored, we find thercin much ground for
congreatulation, and most excellent arguments in
favor of Corporate bodues. .

Al bistory shows that, though we may bave
eqality, we cannot have liberty, m the best sense
of the word —z.e., personal or individual hberty—
without an hereditary and powerful landed aristo-
cracy. The great feature which distinguishes
ihe social and political hfe of Asia from that of
Eurape, s the abseace in the former of any-
thing approaching to an bereditary landed aris-
tocracy. Asia has always been the land of
equality, and therefore of abject slavery. “Lhe
barber of to-day may be the Pacha of to-mor-
row, with absolute control over the lives and for-
tunes of millions ; 1he Pacha of to-Jay may be
the abject bastinadoed wretch of Lo-morrow, gro-
velling in the dirt, without a single trace of manly
dignity about him. Ard it is sq, becavse Asia
has a bureaucracy, or rather a Jack-in-Office.
ocracy, but never an aristocracy, never a body
of powerful gentlemen, who in the langvage of
the aobles of Arragon, could address their sove-
reign, “ We who are as good men as you,” &ec.

Apd in France, ifliberty is no longer possible,
it is because the revolution not only checked the
inordinate power of. the Crown, and abated 1he
insolent preteusions and arrogance of the paryveni
courlier, and placeman who fluttered about the
throae, and affected the ananners of a grend
seignenr ; but because it foolislly, and unfortu-
nately for the best interests of civilisation, swept
away the landed gentry, the true aristocracy of
every country ; and made ther restoration an im-
possibility by its arbitrary laws for the division
and subdivision of landed property. The fathers
of the revolution secured equalily indeed ; but
they did so by sacrificing liberty, and the possi-
bility even of liberty ; for there is.no instance in
history of a free people which did mot possess an
bereditary landed aristocracy in some form or
another. .

The 4ruth of this proposition ts nat affected by
the fact that sometimes, as i Ireland at the pre-
sent day, the members of such an aristocracy
sadly neglect their duties, and mnake 2 cruel vse
of thew rights. The ubuse of an instiution is
no vahd argument against it, for what iy there
that may eat, that has not, been abused 7 Be-
sides Ireland is in an exceptional or abnormal
position. Her true and rightful landed aristo-
cracy have been forcibly driven out and their
place has been supphed by aliens, in biood, in
language, and in religion ; and to these disturb-
ing accidents, and not to the inherent defects ol
the systew itself, must be attributed the discon-
tent of the Irish with the land tenure of their
country. In Eaglandand o Scotland the case 1s
different ; and in these countries, all that existy of
civil and religious hberty 15 due, first to the ofd
Cathohie Church, aad in the second plaee 1o their
powerful landed aristocracy,

Now the danger to soctety and liherty on this
Coatinent proceeds from the total absence of thus
class ; and anything, any institution which io any
manney, aod however imperfectly, tends to supple-
meut an hereditary landed aristocracy is, pro
tarto, or in 3o fur asat approximates to a landed
aristocracy, a pillar, or support to cur dearest
libertics, nnd a Darrier against demagogueism and
dewocratic absolutism, which constantly menace
American society.  Neitier king nor parhizinent
~—though kings ean make Dukes.and Counts,
and copfer titles—can wake an aristocracy, any
more than man can make an vak; for alf unsto-
cracies grow, and grow slowly, haviag their roots
deep in the soil, even as has the oak j and it
ought tberelore be a subject of congratulatiou to
every lover of [reedom, that we have in Canada
growing up un institution which in some manper,
and in some measure may fulfll the purposes of
an bereditary landed aristocracy. Apart there-
fare from the material services which our uadying
ecclesiastical Corporations render to society by

d ;:Eu;bpgfyivv‘c')-l‘l‘lm“ahll ‘be}grd‘_vél:ii-iig' in: the dust g

st] equalityer oo

‘tbe’ stagoant ~plain oi " Asidtic’ despotiem  ang

T

. These'_views'niiay - be -wnpopular;” because we -
-I;nn'\'v that.the. abuse ; ot © landed sristocracy® is

‘part of ‘the stack- in-trade- of " every iterenany

‘stump -orator. and . peedy. popularity * bunter 1
‘America. But though unpopular; nay / ‘Because -
unpopular, they may be, and. probably are stricily

tue. - Butat all events the m otives of the Wi;-

ness’ hostility to our Corporations are suffictently

transparent,. It is because he looks upon them -
as the bulwark of Popery, that he dreads them ;

it is as the silent but most eloquent preachers of
the Cntiiollc doctrine of good warks that he hates,

and would fam silence themn. They are obstacles

to the proselytising schemes of the Soupers, as welt

as impediments in Lhe way of the demagogues ; an¢

as a demagogue and as a Protestant the Witnesy

seeks their destruction.

DevELOPMENTS OF PROTESTANTISM. —I1f
any of our readers. have given themselres the
pains to peruse cerlain articles which we have
translerred to our columns from. those of the
London Times, on the subjeci of “ Spiratual-
sm,” they must bave been sorprised at the grear
and rapid spread of this new doctrine audngst,
not the poor and ignorant only, bul the educated
and the refised. * Spirituilisns™ 1s no longer the
superstition of the vulgar and illiterate; it has
becoine, (0 2 considerable extent, the fajth and
religion of the learned, and so-called upper classes
of English Protestant society.
menon which deserves our attention.

Tins is a pheno-

The facts that the business of a “ wedium’ is
so luerative w  the-middle of the X1X. century,
as to epable its professor to live m the bighest
style of wealth—that the doors of his wmansion
are obstructed from morn to pight by the equip -
ages of the aristocracy —that be charges one gui-
nea per hour for an interview with his chients —and
that the latter are so numerous and so0 urgent that
it 15 necessary lo make arraugements for the
seance ou a previous day—are startling ; and
would be wncredible were tliey not atteste:d upon
the best authority, and deemed by the London
Times of sufficient notorely and importance 1o
Jusufy the devotion of two ¢ leadwg arucles’™™
to the subject of woders “ Spiritualism. and it
votaries. ’ :

But what is * Spiritualism 77 it may be asked,
In general, Spiritualism may be defined as tbe be-
lisf in the objective realiiy of communications
from an’vltra-mundane or Spiritual sphere ; and
thut these communications, though they may ma-
nifest themselves at zuy moment, and under any
vwewnstances, are generally evoked by, snd
through the agency of one wlo, in the la;nguage
of the adepts is termed the * medium.” Thbrough
the latter, and by arbitrary signs for the most
part mutually agreed upon, though sowetimes by
other meuns, it is believed that the dead in the
body, can communicate with their friends and ac-
quaintances in the flesli. Rappivg, Tabie-turn-
ing, and other phencunens, which are said to oc-
cur during the commuuications, are not essentials,
but merely accidents or accessories ; rude m'liﬁ-:.-:;
towhich’ the Spirits in the first instance resort, to
atlest their presence, and to give nolice of their
desire fo communicale with their frieads and re-
latives. The word * Spiritualism” iu short, as used
at the present enlightened day, is but a modern
euphuism for that which, io the dark ages, was
styled oecremaucy, or lolding conversations
with the dead. Mr. Forster is 10 be found
by the curicus in Bryanston Street, Fortman
Square, Londos, and surrounded vy ninetecentl
century * fizins’ ;7. yet be pursues the same wn-
ballowed trade as that which of old, 1 Endor, she
purstied whom, in his distress, ,ahd when 5o longer,
either by dreams or Urim, or by the roice of
prephets the Lord answered bitw, Saul consulled.
tlow shall we deal with that which we read in
Kings, xxviii. 14. 15, and following verses 1 or
how shall we discriminate betwixt the witch of
Eudor, and Mr. Forster of Bryanston Strees,
Portnas Square ? ’

Of the character of the phenowena of © Spir-
tualism™ we will bazard wo Bpinion. If, vt the
one hand, it may well be argued that there is no-
thing therem which may not be explained an per-
fecly natural principles, so on the other hand, we
caanot, seeing that all religions that are, or ever
were, are based upon the hypothesis of the exisi-
ence of an vitrs-mundane or spiritual world, snd
the reality of communication beiwixt the terres-
trial and the ultra-mundane—assert the unposs-
bility, and a priori incredibiity of any such’
communications, without denying the fundamental
truths of all religions systems, and taxing the
Christian  Scriptures - themselves  with error
and uatruth. When. some years ago Pastorals
were issued by the Catholic Bishops of this Con-
tineol against the evocation of. Spiritual. pheno- -
mena, such as rapping, table-turnigg, and agadiisf”
taking any part in the seances of the Spi;i.lu':'nli_s;s,_ :

their care of the poor, the sick, the friendless

lh.e Pastors of the: Church offered no opinion, and




