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'ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
FEBRUARY—1872.
Friday, 16—O0f the Crown of Thorns.
Snturday, 17~Of the Feria.
Sunday, 18—First in Lent.
Monday, 19—0f the Feria.
Tuesday, 20—01 the Fera. .
Wednesday, 21—Ember Day. Of the Feria.
Thursday, 22—Chair of 5t. Peter at Antioch.

REquLaTions FOR LeNT.—All the days of
Lent, Sundays excepted, from Ash Wednesday
to Holy Saturday included, are duys of Fasting
and Abstinence.

The use of flesh meat at every meal is per-
mitted on all the Sundays of Lent, Palm Sua-
day excepted.

The usc of flesh meat is also by speoial in-
dulgence allowed at the one repust an Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Thursdays of every week from
the first Sunday of Lent, to Palm Sunday.

On the first four days of Leat, as well as
every day in Holy Week, the usec of flesh meat
is prohibited.

NEWB OF THE WEEK.

No solution of the difficulties arising out of
the contradictory interpretztions put, respeet-
ively, by Great Britain and the U. States on
the Washington Treaty has yet been arrived
at; but as the resources of diplomacy are not
nearly exhausted, such 2 solution may be still
hoped for. Meantime the trouble, such as it
is, has had u slightly depressing influence on
the public funds—but not to any considerable
-extent.

The points in dispute sre these:—The U.
States contend that the arbitrators on the so-
culled Alabama claims are authorised to adju-
dicate upon, and if they see good, award dam-
ages for, indircet injuries caused to U. States
commerce, and the general interests of the
country, by the, three or four Confederate men
of war, that, built in English ports, contrived
to elude the vigilance of the authoritics, and
get out to sea. These indirect damages are
put down at about three hundred millions of
pounds sterling, as amongst them are included
the prolongation of the war betwixt the North-
ern and Southern States.

It is eontended, on the other hand, thas by
the Treaty the duties of the arbitraters thereby
agreed to, are limited to adjudicating upon, and
awarding damages for, sueh specific injuries as
shall be brought home to any of the said Con-
federate men-of-war in particular. By this
view of the cuase, therc is no room for the
awarding of a gross sum for unspeeified dam-
ages, such as the case, as stated by the agents
of the U. States at Geneva, claim. There is
of course much esciterzent in England on the
subject, but it is subsiding ; and there it every
reason to believe that the claims of the 1.
States for indircet damages cven if cnter-
tained by the Court and examined into, will be
rejected as cxtravagant. The position of the
British Government seems to be this: That it

. will not agree to the entertaining or discussing
such claims before the Arbitrators, they not
being in virtue of the terms of the Treaty,
competent to adjudicate thereupon®; the U.
States contend that the said Arbitratorsare com-
petent, and insist wpon their claims being
heard, and discussed by that Coeurt. Ienve
the trouble.

Mr. Brand, Ministerial candidate, has been
unapimously chosen Spenker of the House of
Commons, in lieu of Mr. Denison, resigned.—
The seat of Mr. Nolan, the Home Rule can-
didate lately returned by Galway, is to be con-
tested.

The French Assemblytit is said proposes to
force upon M. Thiers the Presidency for life ;
considering the gentleman’s advanced age, this
would secure no long period of fixed government
to France; and at any moment a2 rupture be-
twixt him and the Assembly would be liable to
recur. Fixity or stability is to bo found only
in the loyal submission of France to the legi-
timate authority of her rightful king, Heory
the Fifth, :

We record with unfeigned regret the death
0" an llustrious Prelate of the Catholic Church
iu the U. States—that of His Grace the Most
Reverend Dr. Spalding.  Since his return from
Rowe, where he assisted at the General Coun-
¢il of the Vatican, his health has been weuk,
and he expired on Thursday the Sth inst., in
the sixty-third year of his age, leaving behind
him a grest reputation for learning and virtue.
R.I.P.

Latest telograms inform us that Mr, Blenner-
hasset, the Floraec Rule candidate, has been re-
turned for Kerry. There had been u severe
storm attended with loss of life and property,
on the South Coust of Ireland. Kelly, whom
our readers will remember as having been ac-
quitted on the charge of murdoring Talbot ot
the detective police, has been tried and found
guilty on the charge of shooting with intens at
a policeman. The sentence is fiftecn yeurs
hard labor. )

The discussion on the Alubama claims’ difli-
culty still continues in Ingland. The Times
is of opinion that the Genova Cooforence will
be a failure.

The Muzzinians had a turn-ouf in Rome on
Sunday to commemorate the proclamation of
the Roman Republicin 1849, The Piedmont-
ese government did not attempt to interfere,
suspecting probably that in any disturbunces
which might occur in consequence, it would
et the worst of"it. There will scon be but
two parties in Rome; that of the extreme re-
volutionists, and that of those who remain
loyal te their only legitimate Sovereign, the
Pope. Outside the government offices, Victor
Emmanuel has few adberents,

A writer in the Montreal Witness of the 6th
inst., over the signature Un Ministre Heretique,
though that of * Un Ministre Menteur” would,
we think, be more appropriate, tells the follow-
ing story of the late Reverend Father Hay,
Viear General of the Diocess of Toronto:—

“When the late Vicar General Hay, of Toronto,
wag on his death-bed, he succecded in sendinga
message to the late Dr. Burns, who at the time lived
opposite the R. C. Bishop's Palace, when he was
dving, asking the latter to come and see him ‘as a
ueighbor, as o fellow-countryman and as s dying
man.! The Dr. was not at home when the message
came, but, as soon as he was informed of it, ke went
over to the palace. ,He was, however, told there
that Father Hay could nof. then gee him, as he was
laboring under a severe fit of coughing, Thesecond
time the Dr. called he was debarred from going into
the preseace of the dying man by the excuse that
he was asleep, Soon after he had to go on a mis-
sionary tour, but bLefore he returned Vather Hay
passed into the esernal world.”

The writer goes on, and insinuates that the

dying Catholic priest wished to learu from the

Dr. Burns the way of salvation as taught in

the Protestant sest—whatever that may have

been~—to which the Dr, Burns in guestion be-

longed; but that the priests who surrounded

the bed of the dying Vicar Genperal, would not

allow the much desired interview to take pluce;

this is cited by the writer ns a piece of
“ Romish Trickery.,” We havo a word or two

to say on tho story, and the hypothesis of its
narrator,

It is barely possibie, though not very pro-
bable, that some heartless scoundrel, with a
view either to playing a sorry practical joke oo

Dr. Burns, or to disturbing the dying Roemish
priest, and insulting him in his {ast moments,

may have concocted a bogus message to the ef-
fect ns recorded in the above extract from the
Titness ; but it is ecrtain that the friends who
stoed around the bedside of their departing
brother would have acted with great indecency
and great cruelty, had they given effect to the
design of the unprincipled and heartless joker,
by allowing a Protestant minister to thrust his
unwelcome prosence upon a dying Catholie, in
that supreme moment. Qur own suspicion of
the story is, however, that it is a pure lie; and
this the mere, because the names of the per-
sons who transmitted the message from Viear
General ITay to Dr, Buros are not given.

The extrasrdinary hypothesis of the writer
in the Witness is more easily disposed of.

Not 2 day passes but what men, who have
passed all their lives as Protestants, seek on
their deathbeds, or with the prospect of speedy
death staring them in the face, to be reconciled
to, or admitted within the pale of, the Cathelic
Church. But, and we say it without fear of
contradiction, there is not, there never has heen,
and never will be, an instance of a Catholic
who, daring his days of health and strength,
had practised his veligion—and coafpmed to
her precepts—desired to abandon, or dreamt of
abandoning his Chureh and his religion on his
deathibed. There are thousinds, and tens of
theusands, who uever go to confession, who
never go to Mass, who never approach the
Sacruments, whe cat meat on Tridays, who
scorn the idea of fasting in Lent, and who, in
a word, are, in every respect, thorough Pro-
testants, who nevertheless on their deathbeds

call loudly for a priest of the Gatholie Church
to reconcile them with their offended God Who
goon will be their Judge. Such cuses are com-
mon, of every day occurrence wmmengst all
classes of .society; from the King surrcunded
by his courtiers, to the condemned criminal in
his cell, whose only attendant is the turnkey.
We need not cite instances, for instances num-

berless will at once present thamselves to the

Hetw solatium.

mind of the ;cader; for auch instances we need
not even leave this City of Montreal.

« [Jn Ministre Heretiquc'’ may deceive him-
self on this point, but he cannot deceive others.
For this world ijotestantism may be all very
well. It is good, if to eat, and drink, to accu-
mulate money and make a position in society,
be the chicf ends for which man was created,
As u business religion, Protestantism has no
doubt its advantages; and for young men be-
ginning life, either in the grocery, or in the
dry goods line, there is nothing—as they all
know—so conducive to success, and the estab.
lishing of a good business connection, as ¢ join-
{ng the churel”’—for so-taking stock in soue of
the evangelical scets is usunlly ecalled. But
when man is called upon to wind up his affairs,
whon he feels that the moment is come for him
to prepare to render zn account of the deeds
done by him in the flesh; when he knows that
already the word has gone forth, that this night
his soul shall be required of him—then Pro-
testantism loses in his eyes whatever charms it
may once have presented to him ; and then do
the claims of the Church which he has despised
assort themselves with strange and mysterious
force. Ah! it is not till 2 man lies on his
deathbed, till he feels bis sight grow dim, and
till the eold sweat of approaching dissolution
gathers clamny on kis brow, that he can fully
apprezinte the blesseduess of being a Catholic,
and a child of the Holy Church. It may he
that in his hot youth, and when his passions
were strong, he refused the cross which duily
and hourly she presents to all her children,
deeming it too heavy for his shoulders, But
not so now; not now, when the world with
all its momentary paios, and profitless enjey-
ments, is fast flitting away, and eternity is
opening to his anxious gaze, Then will he
cling more tenaciously than ever to that fiith
which has sustained him in the long, and often
painful pilgrimage of life; which has been his
solace in afHliction, his shelter in the storm and
in the summer heats—‘in astu temperies, in
Not then, nor at that dread
moment will he dream of revolting agaiost the
tender mother who has nursed him in her
bosom, guided him in all times of trouble, and
sustained him when fainting beneath his bur-
den; but faithful to the last to her teachings,
clasping to his bosom the image of his crucified
Redeemer, and with child-like trust, relying
on the merits of Ilim Who by dying cenquered
death and hell,—he will look undismayed, the
king of terrors in the face ; and so with his last
breath will be enabled with the Apostle to ex-
claim triumphantly—Oh grave where is thy
vietory! Qh death, where is thy sting !

What, we should like to kaow, can Protest-
antism in any of its thousand phascs, offer to
the dying man, to smooth his passage to eternity,
that the Catholie Church does not offer to all
her children, who truly repent them of their
sing, and with centrite hearts turn, even in
their last moments, to Jesus ?  What induce-
ments can it hold out to the departing, to per-
ruade bim to renounce his faith, and to reject
the last tender offices of the spiritual mother
who bas watched over him from the moment
he was presented at the baptismal fout, to the
last hour of his existence? and who then bids
him go forth from this world in the namo of
God Almighty whe created him; in the name
of Jesus Christ Son of the living God who suf-
fered for him; in the name of the Holy Ghost
who had been infused into him; in the name of
all the heayenly host awaiting him around the
eternal throne ?

In 2 word, Protestantism is to Catholicity
what Deism is to Christianity ; and as both be-
fore and since the time of Voltaire, thousands,
who in their days of health had scorned the
claims of Christiunity, and repudiated the obli-
gations it nmposes, have turned, or sought to
turn to Christ on thair deathbeds-—whilst therc
is no one recorded instance of a Clristian hav-
ing under like conditions renounced Him and
His religion :—so0 we assert without fear of
contradiction, that therc.never has becen, never
will be a case of a dying Oatholie turning Pro-
testunt—though not « day passes Jut what in
his lust moments tome Protestant or another

seeks to be reconciled to the Catholic Church.

Sir John A. Macdonald has given his opinion
on the case prescated to him by the Catholic
minority of the Lower Province—strongly
urging that the late action of their Provinciul
leyislaturc with respect to schoels, was in vio-
Intion of the terms of the Confederation Aet,
Sir John’s opinion is unfavorable to the Cath-
olic remonstrants.: He takes the ground that
the Act of Confederation proposes to protect
the cducational vights of ninorities, therc only
where, before its passing, speeial legislative
enictments recognising denominational schools
already existed; no such schooels were ’by
law cstablished, or by special name re-
cognised in New Brunswick when the Confe-
deration Act wus possed; therefore concludos
Sirdohn A. Macdonald,he eannot recommend the
Privy Counrcil to grant the petitioners’ prayer,
tha the late School Act passed by the N. B.
Legislature be disallewed. Sir Jehn does not

Jn prescuce of the Blessed Sacrument, for the

touch upon the merits of the case, nor does he
allude to the justice of the claims put forward
by our New Brueswick friends, ,

Wo much regret this opinion, we must con-
fess ; and it seems to us thut it iraplies tao much
respect for the letter of 2 law, whose spirit and
manifest intentions it disregards. But at the
pame time we must ullow that Sir John A. Mac-
donald is an able lawyer, and therefore a far
better interpreter of an Aect of Parliament than
we can pretead to be ; and his antecedents, and
his general liberal denlings with the Catholics
of Cunada, are such that we dare not impugn
the perfect honesty of his decision—in spite of
which, howcver, we trust that some mcans
may yatbe found of obtaining justice for our fel-
low Catholics in the Lower Province. They
must pot be discouraged, ncither should they
ceasc from constitutional agitation, though
thereby their Provinee be convulsed from one
end to the other.

We gather lope too from this: That the
Minerve, the Ministerial orgun in Lower Clan-
ada, comes out strongly and ably in defence of
the Catholic claims, and puts their case in a
far more favorable light than does Sir John A.
Macdonald. We offer a translution of the ar-
ticle :—

(Translal-d ivom the Minerve of the Sth inst.)

“'T'ug CaTHoLicx oF NEw Brexswior,—Sir John A.
Meedonald, has just miade kuown his opinion om the
question of separatr schools in New DBrunswick.
Tor the following reisoas it is addressed * to Cath-
olics. .

#¢The Act complained of is an Act concerning
Common Schools, and the Acts which it repeala
refer to Parochial, Grammar, Superior, and Common
Schools.

“¢Noallusion is in these Acts made to Separate,
Dissentient, or Denominational Schools; aad the

undersigned finds that no law establishing auch
Separate Schools exists."”

“Strictly; very strictly speaking, perhaps Sir Joha
is not wrong : the letter of the law may be upon his
side. It is absolutely the summa les, summe injustitia ;
every law too rigorously interpreted is an injustice.
It has pained ns much to see the honoruble Minister
of Justice give to his opinion the semblance of a
predetermination—dun  parté pris—which we are in. |
capable of imputing to him, but which will certainly
be interpreted as such.

#Qir John pretends to believe that Le has said

establishing dissentient schools in New Brunswick.
But at least he might have told us why he did not
consider, under these circumstances, the cus
tom of the Province as a kind of law, All
privileges do net have their source in written law.
Custom is o high authority, often on a level with a
written law, because it ie naught clse but alaw
sanctioned by unpiversal practice, and unanimous
approval,

“We would not that the Bill for Confederation
should seem as having sunared the good faith of the
Catholics of New DBrunswick ; whoe, taking the cus-
tom cstablished in their Province for the existing

law, trusted in the honesty of their compatriots, and
asked for no more. To them it is surely a crucl

rwakening, we will not say, deception.

“If the mechanism of our new federal system
admit of such word-trickery—jeuzr de mots—soon
there will be no security for any one; it is their
turn to-dag, to-morrow it will Le ours. Let net the
confidence that reigns amongst the Catholics of
Lower Canada be killed?

The Minerve is right. Some play upon, or
tricks with, words mayg yet be attempted, in |
the terms of the Confederation Act, which shall |
disconcert the desizns of its French Canadian
framers, and render void, «nd of no effect, all
its provisione for Lower Canadian autenomy.

* Did not our contemporary intend to write “ ad-
verss” fustend of “addressed P

AN INCENTIVE TC PRAYER.
(Communicated.)

We know the Church will eventually triumph
over its enemies; but we know neither the
time nor the way whick God in his foresight
has chosen. What must we do? Sirive, wait
and pray. Strive to bo worthy of the religion
we profess, strivo to be firm as adamant, strive
to be united in heart and soul as were our first
fathers in the faith. Wait for the good timo;
wait patiently and trastfully, leaving all to Him
Who :¢feedath the birds of the air,” and Who
is often ncareat at hand, when He seems farth-
est away. Above all, pray that the Church’s
cnemies be converted, or, if they stubbernly
refuse the proflered grace, that they be humbled
und vo more impede the work of God—ut
inimicos sanctw, Eeclesic: humilinre digneris,
In the words of a grext Belgian orator,*
speaking of the fifteen thousand Cutholics of
Brussels, who lately weat, in a body, to pray,

Father of tho Faithful — prayer is our best
weapoi and our firmest hope, Governments
bind themselves not to pray; itis just as if
they bound themselves not to lasi! But the
people can make up for governments that do
not pray; and, sinee social prayer should not
be offered up in seerct, let it invade both tewn
and country; let the very stones of our streets
cry out to heaven for morey! Lapides clama-
bunt 1"

The cfficacy of this weapon led ta the form-

ation of that vast League of praying souls,
which has, of Inte years, gathered ussociates in
all quarters of the Globe.  The Apostleship of

* Mr. G. Verspeyen, who delivered & splendid

addreas before the Genernl Asgembly for Feter's Pance,
8 Ghont, on the 12th December, 1871, : i

cial influcnce in a far wider
other periodical the world has yet scen

the *distant islands of the Pacific,
recently established missions of the

ger,” even to the ends of the earth, N

invariably borrow from the I'rencl
its spirit and its best articles —we shall be
enabled to form an approxiwate idea of the un.
paralleled circulation enjoyed by this unassyg.
ing little pamphlet.

own,

of pusillanimous souls.

logue elassified by nations,
treats of the Nolemn Couseciation of the So-
ciety of Jesus to the Sucred Heart, un the Tenst
of the Most Ioly Name, January 14, 1872

Prayer, whose objectis «to
of God, the triumpl of the Chuye), ang
salvation of souls throughout the wo;ld b e |
includes almost six million members ;wzow
zeal is kept up, in a great Mensure u l’east Obse
reading the “ Messenger of the Sacred H’e

of Jesus.” This invaluable magazine publ;:]]n
ed in French at Toulouse, excreises i’ts ben;ﬁl.

sphera thyy any

Promote thy glﬁr;

h ) Our
assertion no doubt seems tneredible, ang yeti
. b it
is nonc the less true,—for «there are 1y

Te

things inhoaven and earth, than are droamt of-

by many. In fact, the number of those v}
read, or hear the French i Messenoer” ’
would almost justify our estvimatc,D
religious communities, where French

read,
slnee foy

o communities i spokey
are without it ; sinceits pages are full of lettey;

from Indin, Syria, South Africa, South Anerie,

and ]

Arct}q
Wer the
“ Messep.
ow, if
at least ‘elght

Ocean,—letters which all attest the po
Heart of Jesus exerts, through the

we bear in mind that tliere are

foreign editions of this periodieal ; that Ttaly

Spuin, England, Germany, Holland, Flanders
N. America, and 8. Ameriea have enchy thei;
“. Messenger ;" and that all thess various eff!
tions, though mainly filled with original mauer?

agaring

That the prayers which its puges recommend

are not offered in vain, we have abundun, F
proof. |
contains a certain nwnber of acknowledeement
of graces received; for instance, I:\St‘momh
there were no less than fourteen hundred gng
seventesn. But we need not got s0 lhr.-—ThE
February number of the ¢ Messeuger”
ed by the Reverend B. Sestini, S.d., at Weod-
stock College, Howard County,
taios some very remarkable facts under the
heading of Graces Obtained.

speaks of “ a son, not Leard of ars,’
evervthing when he says that he can find no law | : , o T

Every month the Toulouse edifjoy 3

publish.
Maryland, con-

One  peron
5 . : " who
“has written to his relatives,” and  adds:
*“ many other favours have been granted which

I could hardly recount; for ull which I feel
grateful beyond expression.”
I return thanks for a great grace

Another BAyS

granted 10
my father recommended in November, Ou

the third 1'riday of that month he received
Holy Communion for the first time in more
than thirty years, “A third :—« The employ-
ment lately asked through tho prayers of the
Apostleship, I have, thanks to the Sacred
Heart, obtained.” A fourth: « beg our
pious Associntes, to whose prayers I am indebt.
ed for the favour, to join with me in returning

most heartfelt thanks to the Sacred Heart for

the conversion of my father, who, at the
advanced age of sixty years, overcoming a
thousaud difficulties thag worldly prudence

opposcd, received the sacraments of the Church

for the first time on the Feast of the Epiphany.”
The above are a few specimens of 2 certain
kind of practieal « philosopliy,” that apeak
volumes to those who are gifted with sound
winds and upright hearts.

IF any should wish to test the efficacy of this
Leaguc of Prayer, they need only send their
intentions to the Director of the Apostleship.
at Woodstoclk ; or even, be content with reading
the # Messenger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.”
where they will find, in the beautiful articles it
contains, the intentions it suggests, and the

graces 14 records, a powerful ineentive to that
spirit ob carnest, confiding prayer which is to
save the world from anarchy aod ruin. The

last number of this admirable magazine begins

with the Puradise of God, or the Virtues of

the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Theu conies the

story of St. Blasins und his companions, follow-

ed by Historicud scenes of the Fourth Century

of the Church, where she times of Julian the

Apostute wear a striking resemblance to our
We next meet with three piecos of
simple, touching poetry,— 7%e Wonderer's Re-
turn, Thoughts Before the Altwr, and Sonnet on
the Sucred Heart. God our Father is the
first of a serics tending to raise the confidence
The Suints Canonized
by Pivs 1Y form a long and interesting cata-
Aanother article

The General Intention for the present menth

is, ¢ The Cutholie Press ;7 prayers are request-
ed ““for the gencrous Christians, who are de-
fending, by means of the press,” the rights of
the Churck, ¢ that, by the courage with which
they give testimony of the truth, - they may
check the present triumph of error, and propare
for it a speedy downfall.” The long list of

Grraces Obiained reveals the hidden triumphs
of undoubting prayer. TFinally, tho last pages
contain a record of about seveaty convents,
colleges, churches and monasteries of the: Unit

ed States, which have been affiliated to the
Apostloship,—and the Particular Inteations
for the current month; the letters, in whith




