- -and-all to little purpose.
“medical profession-in every part of the world
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40 see ‘their wretchecl condition while exposed'
o, all the consequences of transgressing the:

vame laws. Al are llable o be attacked,.—
The worst members of society have been ta.Len,
and the best have also been among the victims
of, tlus awlul malady

" Medical aid, in most cases, proves. to be of
-bm little service except in the very first symp-
qoms of the disease; -and in many. instances
.theatl@'ck is s0 sudden and deadly, as to defy
all‘human interference no matter how soon
.attempted; . There yet remains wouch that is
mysterious connected with'this subject. It has

glicited a great-amount of speculation ang ex-,

-perimenting; in medical science and practice;
“The first class of the

~where cholera has raged, have given the
.qnestlon -every attention in their power. They
‘have-emploved all the means available in the
investigation; and yet bat little is known as
20 the causes, nature, and remedy, qf this mal-
ady Twenly years investigation has made
‘the professlon but ltttle, if any, wiser upon
«ihese points.  The most that is known of the
(;ho!era is, that’ as a pestilence it has gone
-from land to’ ]and spreadmg inevery chrecuon,
and sweeping off hundreds of thousands of
Qur race m its'course !

Lookmg at the progress and ravages of this
qontagnon, the question is_forced upon the
.mmd What are its mqral effects upon the
'people in- pla(‘es visited by it? It is an agent
'of Divine providence, doubtless, and employed
for some wise purpose, not to make the world
‘worse, but, to make it beuer. Surely if any-
,d;in is capable of producing a deep solemn
‘.and moral impression on the mind, this must
.be, What can be better calculated to remind
.nen that they are mortal, that the great busi-
‘ness of this life should be to prepare for the
q_ne~\vh1ch isto come; and that those only are
wise who prepare lo meet their God? Itis
only in extreme cases, and where the ordinary’
means_fail of accomplishing (heir intended
God has recourse to exlraordmary
' But in cases of the kind much
Will depend upon chnsuans, and the churches.

wThe grent and principal agent employed to :

.means;

save men from their sins, is the gospel ;. and

‘when'the world becomes so wicked ‘that men

will not be awakened, norconverted. by this’
the Lord makes use of such means as
are caleulated to alarm sioners and lead them
to obey the gospel. INot that any, other agen-

"¢y is to do the Wwork of the gospel, but they are .

employed to dlrept attention to the cne grand
agency, and to conyince men that the duémn'es
and teachings of the word of Giod are true, It

follows then that christians mustdo their duty,

that the churches must be aelifre;"and: thdt
the gospel must be faithtully employed- when
thé judgéments of God are being visited upan
a people, or Il)ey will hot’ accomphsh the’ end
designed.

How ‘great must te the msponsxblhty of
christians, and of christian minjsters, provided
our views of the subject are correct; ‘and how
deeply guilty they must be where they do
not wake up, and discharge: their- duty faith-
fully, and fearlessly; in times* such asthe
present.—These are sclemn hmes -All'may
not, be -sensible of it, but many are; and-all -
should be. There arec those who'could sport,
gamble, and-take the inebriating draught up-
on the coffin of a mother, or-3 wife ! such are
lost to all.moral sentimént-and influence;-and
make no distinction between the life’of -a man
and that of a heast.- Nothing but the sound of

‘the Trump of God to bring the world o jndge.

ment will prodace solemnity jn their-souls.
They will sport on; the .ravages of- the de- -
stroying angel make no impression upon their
minds. Butall mankind are not of this class,
and therefore it is to be hoped; at least, that
this season of sickness and death will result;ip,
some moral and religious good to mankind.
Christians should-seize upon the occasion; and,
direct as many as possible-to the only: snre

source of consolauon and hope. :

e pem——
. AN' IMPROVEMENT.

1 will be seen that we have pnnted the
"~ greater part of this number of tlie Gem in
‘smaller type than we have used for pre<
vious numbers ; thisisa decided xmprovement,
as it enables s to give much wmore ‘atter in
the‘same space. We mlend o prmt thg future

-



