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" THEY RECEIVED.THE WORD WITII ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE S0.—Aots xvi

IR

 QUEBE

C, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31184,

D@ pLESSED ARE THE POOR.? - -
How favoured are the poor !
No eurthly wealth or pomp have they”
Witk worldly cares to-lead astray,” ™ -
 Ensnaring only to betray; + -
7 T'hus favoured are the poor,

How honoured are'the poor!
With them their Lord delights to be,
For them He bore 1is ngonly. :
1'rom death and hell to set them free:
‘Thus honoured are the poor,

How blest shall be the poar!

What tho’ no treasure here they owa,
Their great reward shall soun be shown
When Christ himself tefore God’s throne
Shall sny, Come blessed poor!

Favoured, honoured. blessed, poor !
O let me be but poor below,

So, Lord, thon wilt on me bestow,
The trensures which unceasing flow
From Thee, to bless the poor,

This would be wealth indeed!
God's sacred word my solace here,
11is promises my soul to cheer,
Until my Saviour should appear
And make me rich indeed,
G s.
Quebee, Oct. 26, 18144,

AGAINST PREVAILING ERRORS.
WORDS OF COUNSEL TO THE CLERGY OF
THE DIOCESE OF RIPON.

From the Lord Bishop’s Tricanial Charge,
delivered af the Parish Church, Leeds, on the
12th of September last. '

Having thus, my Reverend Brethren,
tonched upon those points eitherof local or
general interest, which seem to invite atten-
tion at the present moment, allow me, before
we part, to offer a very {¢w. words of counsel
as to discipline and doctrine, The experience
of the last three years has entirely confirmed
me in the view which [ took when I last ad-
dressed you from this place on the matter of
ritual observances; and has illustrated the
danger of endeavouring to enforce the revival
of such as have fallen into desuetude with no
fault of our own, in spite of a manifest repug-
nance to them on the part of the people.

. The same experience, however, has clearly
demonstrated the wisdowm of :restoring as soon
s practicable those which are -clearly and un-
' equivocally prescribed by the rubric, or'of pre-
paring the :way for their: restoration, where
.7+ the state of things may notas. yet admil of it.
£ "1t is quite true  that " uniformity in" externals
does not . necessarily. carry. with it:internal
aity's bat if @ tendency :to. disunion exists,’
willassuredly . foster vit,
watter:of :doctrine’ which “is
rdinal point of: ‘controversy that at
inhappily. prevails “in the  Church,
my younger brethren' i
iay. possibly - have " been staggered by the
old:assertions of those: who donot:scruple'to
b avow their intense  abhorrence ‘of :the’ Refor-’
““mation, and-who stigmatize  the doclrine ex-
. hibited in our Article "on Justification and- in
the Homiligs of - Salvation-and Faith, as a
> branch of what they term the Lotheran
heresy. Some of my younger brethren may
have been tempted perhiaps for a moment to
waverin -their adhesion to the principles set
forth therein. Though the Anglican Church
is their <€ witness™ in these mafters, they may
have ventured perhaps {o refuse the light
which she holds oul as ¢ an interpreter of
Holy Writ,” and may in fact have launched
on the ocean of privale judgment without
the compass with which she “would provide
them. Butl can well believe thata short’
and painful experience will have convinced
them that just in proportion as they have
shifted their ground have they found them-
selves trusting to a foundation of sand.

Their hopes, their peace, their comfort in the

Gospel of grace has been impaired, and they

have been insensibly returning to the bondage

of the law, Tosuch, il such there be among
us, 1 would say, be not deceived by the in-
sinuations {hat this wholesome doctrine as
promulgated b{ the. Church, discourages the
ractice of self-discipline or Christian watch-
ulness. Bul the doctrine on . the one hand,
and the practice on the other, ure emblazened
in letlers of burning light on the pages of holy
writ. ‘That light, reflected as it is by the
mirror of our Church,. can' never be hidden
from eur eyes, solong-as we are permitted to
search the: Scriptures, and see whether these
things are so. And the writlen trudition of
the.everlasiing word, inspired by the Holy

‘Ghost and inscribed by the pen ol the Apostle

i
Paul, will ouflive all more recent traditions,
whether of this or of an earlicr age. - Nevery
then, allow.this doctrine, the very key-stone
of the blessed Gospel, to be obscured cither to
your own spiritial vision'or in ‘your preachings
to  your.poople. . This: caution, Rowever, '

“would - add,* while you' preach’; the - cross of
_Christ, beware (if 1 may be allowed the ex-

- pression) of stopping al tho'eress, . Boware, 1

" mean, of “satislying . yourselves - with * the
“censeless repetition” of the same generalitics,
butcarry the efoss into the round of your own
_daily duties as “well ‘as inlo your “preaching
“and exhortations; lo- these ahout’. you on all

" the infinite detail - of’ Christian " prastice; - so

. that your people may be thoroughly futnished
“unto " all; good works. *” Fitially, ‘my Reverend

Bretlireny Jet us-all stive to: caltiviie. thal.

“gpirit of unity ‘which ishoitld: be the  bond of.

v peage among our holy -brotherhoad:, < Let-us
o o o B3 c' £ .

i:through ‘our borders: ,
of this Churcl’ and country rest, under Pr
videneeyon ' her felergy. - And while T will
terone word of desponileney s for;nevar,

thel ministry, |

inot have much-aceasion to cousuli’ anthers, ar

Church so cheering, and the varions tnlents
and opportunilics for redecming the past,to
which I have already referred, those various
encouragemonts. which I have  shown you
aliound on the other side, as'a proof that we
are still on our trial, and that-the Lord has not
yet cast us off: yet, [ recall to ‘yo‘ur me-
mory the doom of -ancient Churches  that
peristied for their lukewarmness and unfaith-
fulness, and remind myself and those:who
hear me, that we beware lest our candlestick
be removed, and our. place and nalion taken
away, If- as faithful servants of our Lord in
heaven, we be men of God ‘and men of
prayer—often by the bedside of the'sick and
dying, comforting the mourners, strengthening
the fecble-hearted, visiting the fatherless and
widows in “their aflliction, and :labouring
each in our respective “provinces tn heal that
widening breach which unhappily severs the
poor from their wealthier neighbours, we
shall find the keen edge of controversy
blunted, we shall be so much the safer from all
sympathy ‘cither with the frivolities of the
worldor with mere formahsm in' religion;
there will be more of carnestuess and solemnity
in our ministrations, and we shall be quick-
ened with fresh zeal in devoting ourselves
more fully to the great work which the Lord
haslaid upon each of us. Brethren, the time
is short ; whatever our hands find to do, let us
do it with all our might,as though the end of
all things were athand. Letushe sober,and
watch, and pray.

HOW TO READ THE HOLY SCRIP-
TURES.,

Letter from the Rev. 1. Romaine, to Ambrose
Searle, author of the « Christian Remem-
brancer.”?

My dear Friend,

I have good news to tell you from a
far country, as refreshing as cold water to'a
thirsty soul.  God has spared me to read over
my Bible once more: ‘O what a treasure—
what wnsearchable riches are there in this
golden mine! [ neverdug deeper, nor found
more precious jewels than upon this last peru-
sal.  You know it is my consiant custom, as
soon as St. Dunstan’s lectures are over, to
begin the Bible, and without stopping or inter-
ruption, to go on from Genesis to the end of
Revelation ; this exrreise is always begun with
prayer, and carried o with a settled depen-
.dence_on the Spirit of prayer; and | am al-
;ways wishing to ascribe all the profit (and it
has been very, very great).to the praise. of the
glory of his grace. At present; Lam nat-reading
‘my Bible, in order'to find out some new truth.
but to.be established in what T 'do Krow, snd
Ao -attain ‘more . confirmation;of ‘it " This.I.
would:chiefly seek for, that Imay get growing
experience of the ‘wisdom of God, and .of the

din:hisiword, and ‘may; thereby
il ? ings of:lijs lave profiised .in'it.

With this view; T:send: you some of my. ob-

servations on the reading, of the Bible in the

=

‘the first things to be noticed and expected s,
‘the ‘netual - Culfilling  of ‘the promises, to/ this
day, namely, that the . Holy. - Spirit is still in’
the world : - he works -in'it, and Dby it He
makes it al present, as'much as he “ever: did.
the ‘great ordinance of God unto salvation,: as
You may observe in Isa. lix. 20, 20: hepre
it is called the ministration of the Spirit, be-
cause in it he holds forth Jesus éfhrist to
be the Almightv Saviour: and whomsoever he
calls by it to come to the Saviour, he makes
his call to them effectual. They receive the
Spirit by the hearing of faith, as Gal. iii. 2.
This, my good friend, is what you and 1
should above all things seek. e should be
always praying for ihe Spirit fo accampany his
oten word. 1t is our duty to hear and read—
but we should always da it with the fixed de-
pendence of our hearts upan his divine teach-
ing, without which, the word itself will profit
us nothing, as we read, Heh.iv. 2.  The
word preached did not profit them. not being
mixed with faith in them who heard it.»
May. the good: Spirit kecp s in the use of
means, but entively dependent vpon Himin the
useof them.. Thanks be o him, that in this
frame of mind, I have once more gone throuch
his word—settled and grounded more stead-
fastly than ever before; that the word of God
can be made useful 1o me. only by the Spirit of|
God. The next.thing that engaved my at-
tention, was the divine and infallible truth of
the Holy Scriptures, of which 1 have heen
convinced with all the riches of the full as-
surance of understanding, Our Lord said in
his last prayer, ¢« Father, thy word is ruth :
and ['say the same. T have set my seal'o it
on this last reading : every live, every : wonl
is according to the mind of the.infinitely wise
God. It is his revealed will ; and. it discovers
to us objects in God’s light, as lie sees them—-
Whereby “the Holy Spirit renews us'in true
knowledge, afterthe image of Him that created
us  he bringsour underztanding to submit to he
informed by his unerring word.: Whatever it
reveals -of Jeliovah, of the three personsin
Jehovah, of the God-man, of his salvation, of
the way of receiving the benefit of it in fime
and 'in_eternity 1 he has made me willing fo
live in entire subjection to -its teaching, My
constant “inquiry. is, . What it reveals, not
wh)? T study to know ity not as a metaphy-
sician, bul as’a Christian.” T seek; not so
much to-comprehend it,” as {o believe “it,
-Nothing appears to me ‘more” reasonable; than
that my.reason should submit to God’s reaspn :
and: therefore T'am kept. praying for divine
grice, to make his-word, Tike the light of the
son; clear in-my head and fuithfulin my heart,
My dear friend, let me'recommend ta vouthis
nethod of reading your Bible.: Fvertake. it
the oricles of -God, the infallible slan-
" The 'abiding" persuasion”of
rou & great deal of tronble,
pou in vast profit, . You will

18y W
and “will bring

‘If: you take up your Rible with a settled con-
viclion that it 1sthe truthof  God, and that it
has thé stamp of divine authorily, this will be
the means of your understanding more of the
Scriptures; than-all the comments in the world
could give . you: because . your mind, having
received the impression of. divine (ruth, is
now disposed to- receive the impressions.of
divine power, which is another matchless ex-
cellency of. the wordof ‘God. g

The Spirit of ‘God stilf works in it, and by
it; as in the first creation, soin the new crea-
tion ; He does all by his Almighty Fiat. He
speaks, and it is done ; he commands, and - is
obeyed. Hisis acreating word : he calls, and
the dead hear, Tt is a life-giving word. He
follows the call, and the quickened sinner be-
lieves; faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God ; and this faith is as great
a demonstration of divine power, as raising
Christ from the dead was as you may see
Eph.i. 19,20, &c. Then e puts his word
into the inward paris, and the believer is en-
abled to feed upon it, and to be nourished
thereby, even unto life everlasting : so that he
often says to his Lord Jesus, ¢ Lord, to whom
shall I go? 'Thou hast the words of eternal
life.”” This divine eflicacy of the Scriptures,
is the principal thing, by which God magnifies
his word above all hisname.” He has made it
his ordinance, like the fixed laws of nature,
by which he still keeps up intercourse and
cormmmunion between himself and his people,
and gives them to see and to enjoy his per-
feetions. Ilis Spirit makes it effectual to be-
gin, and io carry on fellowship with the
Father and the Son, and thus he is daily mag-
nilying it, by realizing the promiscs, and put-
ling beliceers into possession of the graces and
blessings promised in il;  Sothatatis to this
hour, the mighty power of God, as truly as
when he spake the world into being ; as effec-
tual, as when he said, <¢ Lazarus come forth.””
My dear friend, may you and 1 feel it more,
still more + may we live happy partakers of
its influence, und whenever we hear it, read
ity or meditate upon it, may we get fresh ex-
perience of the power of God in his word:
which will bring us another blessing peculiar
to the Seriptures: by acknowladgzing them to
be the truth of God, and finding them to he
the pawer of God, we shall come o experience
their divine sweetness.

11 is by costinncl dependence on the teaching
of the Spirit, in and by the word, and by
mixing fuith with it, that we comeé to find-its
value, and to taste its pleasares s for it then
opens a new world to us, a spititual and eternal
world:; it reveals (o us the God of that world';
‘our - Father loving us in"his.:Son.=:It makes
known:the Sen’s” wonderful pefson; this hea-
venly work in salvation; ‘with*all the blessings
of ity which fuithbrings into presenl enjoyment.
The believer'is made alive. to them) and then
has his'spiritual senses exercised upon” the
and each “sense has its: proper object; an
peculiaridelight, “as we read, 07¢
and:see’hi ious the Lord

his perf 7357 a8 oinlment
poured- forth ;" conie and - handle: the word ‘of
God.- What a- paradise is -here ! as real, but
mare hlessed than 'Adam’s.  Believe me Sir—
I know you do—in ‘my last reading, God has
thus blessed ‘me : what the word reports, the
Spirit has realized. In the way of helieving
the promises, | have found the fulfilling of
them. 1 speak for God, and hisglorious word.
Away s21f. The Holy Ghost the Comforter,
does by it at this day make good his name, and
his oilice ; he shall take of mine, says Jesus,
and shall shew it (manifest it) unto you ; the
spiritual world, all the graces, all the glories
of ity he will not only manifest them {o you
clearly, but he will also enable you to believe
them with a pleasing carnes/. and to enjoy
them with many a sweet foretaste of ihe
glory that is to be revealed.

There is a very delizhtful acconnt of this
in the 19th Psabin.  What if T should set my
_scal to it, and say that | know what is spokn'n
in_the first part concerning the light of the
spiritual world : would nat you allow me, Sir,
to be a competenut judge of both 7 and when
the same prophet adds, * O, what love have |
unto thy law! T rejoice in it as one that
findeth great spoit!  Yea, it is dearer to me
than thousands of gold and silver:*. blessed be
God, 1 find itso, Indeed, upon every reading
ol the Bible, it grows more precious to me, as
it did to David: because it is not only the
discovery, but itis become also the conveyance
of the unsearchable riches of Christ : these are
revealed in the word, and applied by the
woril, - Faith is the lawful key ‘which opens
the infinite treasury. and hears: the proclama-.
tion of grace; (O ye that areseeking double
riches, these, all these, are yours ; come, take
all you want, use all you wish, you cannot
do the free Giver a greater favour than (o en-
rich yourselves daily out of his boundless
store. ~Read his . promises,- how .exceeding
great, how . exceeding precious ‘they are.
Read his faithfulness to them--only trust,
take, use: all thal is in the promises shall be
your’s in - time - yea, your’s in efernity.”
This proclamation of grace I have heard. "I
Dbelieve it. Blessed be a promise-keeping
God, I enjoy it, - And 1 can assure you, Sir,
there is more:to be-had out of Christ’s fulness
than any one upon carth has yet ‘enjoyed.

come " i,

-For. henot- only giveth fresh grace, but'alse:

more graces: I have sniever . been” more tho-
voughly convineed of this, than upon my- last.
reading. .. Goil has humbled me;and has' made:
me:feel more of ‘mine own:poverty,: and has
thereby: led me- fo- live ‘more-upon: Christ’s

.ever-lasting treasury. - You do not suspect me:

of haasting 0 no."; 1 wonld glorify the'word
and-work of ithe: Almighty. Al beggar would
not:be reckoned:-proud for ‘saying,. ¢ when 1
was: justostarving Limet.witha charitable

‘person;-who not:only. fed me, butalso  feasted
e siangl; than aost . generonsly. provided:for:

inonr

at-least,:wa 15 ol the,

LICRH}

to spend -your. fiine in:perusing-many books.

me.all thetestof my.days, . Shanid not.such

him 7.. So do L. Thanks be to him, who re-
alized lo me his word, who opened mine eyes
to-see. wondrous things ‘out of his: law, who
often made me to fook up andsay, ¢ O how
sweel are thy. words ‘unto, my taste, yea,
sweeler than honey untomy ‘month.”. Blessed:
he God for his goud word; it is really. manna,
it is angels® food 3 it comes”from- heaven, it
tastes of heaven. » o |
.- When [ sat down to write, | little "thought
my pen” would tun so fast,” orthat it would
hold out so long. - Will you excuse this long
seribble 2 you will, * 1am writing to a friend,
who knows that I have still much more to say
of my last redding. * 1 bespeak your candour,
while I am mentioning one thing more, and
that is, the great end and design of the Nerip-
ture, which is fo conform ws {o it. . Thisis
the completing work of God the Spirit by his
word ; ail the rest were to lead to this. When
the word is understood, and believed, and
lived upon, then he makes it the means of
conforming the whole manto it. The be-
liever is cast inlo the mould of ity ke lakes the
impression, every feature. 1t is so assimilating,
everytint is to be seen upon him. He lives
the word, it isto be read in his looks, visible
in his walk, manifested in his tempers. See
him, study him, he is the lively picture of a
Bible-christian : let your conversation be as
hecometh the gospel of Christ. By this rule,
he orders it ; Jie seeks tobe 2 pattern of the
truth as it is in Jesus, and does not seek -in
vain,  The Spirit, by faith, makes Jesus very
precious.  The heart loves ilim, loves to be
like him; much fellowship with him endears
him more to the heart and it becomes true
liberty ; it is real happiness to have constant
communion with him, especially to feel the
influence of his cross, and the power of his
resurrection.

My much beloved, may. this be your ex-
perience. “Outstrip me, as faras you can:
may your sentiments, your life and conduct,
all of them be conformed to the rule of God’s
word. I shall pray for it, for you and for
your’s, that you may live hy Gospel motives,
and do all to Gosprl ends, and may the Bible
be made good and fulfilled to you in earth and
in heaven,

I'stop; but not because my subject is ex-
hausted. I have daily fresh matter of praise.
Stitl T am reading and  admiring. = New
beauties spring up, Yearly, daily, 1 shall
have praises to give for this.most blessed work ;
and if Flive to walk with you on Heckfield
Heath, [ may continue the subject. May:
your-Lord and mine open,our understandings,
that we may._undersiand ‘the Scriptures, ' -
CMrs, Ros with my real love to Mrs, S. My
blessing on all your children.” Do*not cease.
topray for Coo T WIRL
" Selected for the'Berean by an ebsent friend.:

as
distinctly prcacl}gd{\vé are ‘far.from ‘consider<’
ingas involving.a‘mere difference’ of expres-
sion.--Werefer to. the representation of the:
offtice “of faith, as if it were efficacious unio
Justification, nof as a single acl of the soul, by
qehich we embrace Christ, operating merely ‘as
the appointed instrument of participation in’
his righteousness, and justifying only because
it lays hold on that righieousness; but as
efficacious, because it is ¢ {he root of ol
Christiun virfues,?* ¢ the originating prin-
ciple of love and every good work,’® and thus,
in root and vranch, the ¢ compler of Chris-
lunity.” ,

If this representation be correct, there is no
propriety in saying that we are justified by
Jaith, which there would not be also in saying
that we are justified by < love, joy, peace.
loneg-suffering,® &e., by all those virtues of
godly living which are ¢ the fruils of faith,
and which # fullowe after Justification *

Now that the word faith is sometimes used
in the Sciiptures for the sum of Christianity,
we freely grant ; that Justifying Faith is in-
deed the root of all christian virtues, so that
they ¢« do all spring ‘out necessarily of a true
and lively faith,”® we consider a most neces-
sary truth, exceedingly to be insisted” on with
every soul to whom the Gospel is preached.
But that faith derives any of its justifving
virtue from these fraits, which are not its life,
but its evidences of life, we hold it of great
importance to deny, and on the contrary, to
maintain that, though working by love, as it
must if living, faith is effectual for justifica-
tion, simply as an act of embracing Christ, in
all his offices, and benefits, and requirements,
whereby the sinner lays hold of his promises
and pufs on the garment of his justifying.
righteousness.t  To some it may seem that
the difference between these divergent views
is too slight to be: made of any importance.
We apprehend, however, that 1t is the point

_® Romanist writers spenk of 2 “ fides formata”
or formed lnith—that isa faith clothed in, or made
perfect by, all the fruits it should produce, and so
Justifying by its fenitfulness. - They say that when
the Scriptures speak’of justitieation by fuith, they
mean o faith net  merely. working by love, but
formed with love, and availing Mroiigh: love, and,
of conrse, throngh all that fulfilling of* the law, ‘of
which love is the purent grace, - -0

% The word Faith (suys ‘Bishop Sanderson)
£rst and most usually in the Apostolic writings, is
used tosiunify that Theologiral Virtue or: gracious
‘habit whereby wo einbrace,” with our.minds ‘and
affections, the” Lord “Jesus: Christ, ax the alone
Saviour of the world, casting ourselves’ . wholly.
upon the merey-of. God throiigh his merits for ro-
wission, and “everlasting salvafion.. . It i that
which is-commonly “enlled -n-Avely ‘or Justifying
faiths: wheretnto are aseribed: in: Holy. Writ, thase,
many gracions effects of purifying the heart, adan-
tion §e,—=not as 1o their proper and primary cavse;;.
but as to the Tastrienen wherehy we appre iénd and
‘apwly Christ erity and Spicit are the'trae

~* | offices of a neighbouring Bishop.J 0

ol divergency where' lies' the *unseen origin -
of those very errors ‘which have for. theiv lé-
gitimate issue, when carried out, nothing less . . .
than justifieation by inkereat; and therefore by
our gwn, rightebusness, .~ w17 TS
“Two ways may separate at $o small-an."
angle, that to some it may seem of little ‘con-.
sequence which you  choasey and’ for a'long -
while, you may go on in one,. without being -
very far’ separaled from the . other—but: still
they are getting wider apart, and if - the, lines
be carried out, they will become separated hy
the breadth of the earth. So, we think con-
cerning the divergency  above / ‘described.
These two views of faith seem to begin their
separation at an angle scarcely measurable, |
Many an eye would not detect it. --But the |
angle is there nevertheless, and the . minister, |
though he may never trouble his people with |
its measurement, should know the importance |
of accuracy there, and govern his views. and L
EIEE
1
!
|

language accordingly.  Two minds,. taking
the two ways from this point, may long -con-
tinue very near one another, in doctrine, and
spirit, and fellowship ; and because the ten-
dencies of the way that leads etroneously may
never be carried out, they may never be
parted any further asunder. But ‘evil ten-
dencies are not always in such gond hands.
Let the wrong way be carried oul. The issue
will be, as appeared at the - Reformation, and
as now appears in the true Protestant and the
consistent Romanist,—the two poles of doc
trine, as far asunder as the North and South,
—Justification by the righleousness cf Christ
imputed—Justification by our own righteous- |
ness inherent.—The Right Rev. Bishop Mcll- .
vaine's Charge, 1839, '

NOLO EPISCOPARI

(In the year 1810, the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the States of New Hampshire, Mas- |
sachusetts, Rhode Island, and Vermont was _ ‘ S
without a Bishop. Massachusetts was the only o .
portion of it which had had Bishops, the last ‘ -
of whom died in 1804, a few months after his
consecration. Great anxiety was felt about the ;
best mode of obtaining the Episcopate, and in :
1810, the four States iefore mentioned united :
themselves in one hody as $The Eastern
Diocese’” and elected the Rev. Alexander
Viets Griswold. of ~Bristol, Rhode Island,
Bishop. This Clergyman had just then made
up his mind to remove from Rhode Island into
the Diocese of Connectieut, which had a ,
Bishop.' He gives the following aceountof his -~ - -0
clection, after recording an eflort which the Ry
Churchin Rhode Island had made to obtain the -

_After:that, nothing respecting this Lusiness
was done, till the proposal whichi:wasimade for-
2 union of: the Fastern States”in one Diocese

nquiry ahout what was done and doin« respect:
ng it. “that time; 1 was:still. relying too
much.on my own  ‘wisdaing and occupied, with
what - seemed 10" me | the. best: conrse formy =i
future life, “Notice was sent me of the.pro-""
posed Convention of the four States, tobeheld

in Boston for the purpose of ‘electing = Bishop.
Put, considering that [ should not belong to
the new Diocese, I thought it was not-my duty.
to take any partin the choice of its Bishop,
Andit sa bappened that my appointment to
visit Litchfield and make preparations for my
removal, was at the same time with the meet-
ing of the proposed Convention, The Rev.
Mr. Ward, then officiating in” Newport, who
was anative of Litchfield and wished to visit
his {riends there, had agreed to accompany me
But, 2 day or two before we were to commence
our journey, he sent me word that he had been
taken ill, and requested me to postpone it till
the following week. 1 was not alittle dis-
appointed ; still, I consented to his Tequest.
While I was thinking of this disappoint-
ment, it suddenly occurred to me, that as my
school had been dismissed, and 1 was there-
fore not particularly engiged, it “would be
pleasant to attend the Convention and become
acquainted with the Clergy, who were then
almost all strangers to me. On my way to
Boston, my minid became suddenly and deeply
i'npressed with the importance to the Church

of the business, on which we were about to
meet ; and most earnestly did 1 pray. that the.
Lord would mercifully direct us in what we
should do. In Boston, 1 called on the Rev.
Mr. Bronson (the clerical delegate from’ Ver-
mont) who was a native of Connecticut,and" -
with whom - I was acquainted, and informed -
him.that T had for some time been of the:-
opinion /that the Rev. Mr. Hobart of  New -
York, could they obtain him, was, of all the
Clergy of my acquaintance, the best qualified

to be their Bishop. [t had not then occurred =
to me that he might be expecting: an “election -
in his“own State, - Mr Bronson Tteplied, that :’
he had written to Mr Habart on the suhiect, -
and (if I remember right) read me’ the answer,
which he had received, declining to.be a can--

didate. for the office in the. Eastern Diocese. ™ "/ .
What - the . election_was, .is..well knowni
To the, gentlemen who, communicated.to, me .
the result, I, replied that.T . was rea nto
give an_answer; and shonld ' pot hesitate to
detline the acceptance of an office for which I |
deemed ‘myself ungualified. s And: it Pever
uttered -4 - word: of - truth}. I uttéred ¢ then, " /"
One of the first thoughts that entered:my mind; -
and that caused me no little anxiety, was. that
the Lord,in displeasuré; had:suffered such: an
election: 1 was, however, earnestly. teqarsted
to delay my answer, .and:to: give  th jec
the-most serious. consid

which I'assented.
"he snbject was,
considered. - One

an one acknowledge: his: benefactor andhless!

lessed effects . Sermon




