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an incredibly short sraec of time. The cause
of the strike is traceable to a reduction of pay
made by several of tlie rrincipal ronds, which
took effect on the Ist inst.' No resistance vas
made at the time, but tie men have becn pre-
paring for action, and Iît3week the vork be-
gan. Olier causes are assigned for it than the
mere reduction of wages. It is said at Pitts-
burgh taint the cause of tic otbreak is the new
order requiring a double train to be taiken ont
witlh orly one ciew of ien ; thuis forcing more
work upon the mcn for less pay. On the uther
band the employers' story is thait the strike
arase because business lias been duit, aid a

j -number cf the men expected an early discharge.
So faronly firemen and brakemen have foriallv
struck, but it .is said that the engineers are
backing them up by refusing to proceed with

green bands on the trains. At Ilornells-
ville, State cf New, ' ork, on the Erie rond, the
deudünd of the strikers is for the reinstatelieIt
of ail men discliagcd for going ta New York
as a deputation; $2 a day for brakemen and
ewitchmen ; $2.50 for leaîd-switehmen ; 51.50
for trackmen in yards; $1.40 for trackminen on
sections; firemen to be pahl hie sisame as beforo
July Ist ; monthly passes Io bc continied is
before, and passes to 1brakemien and switenimoîil.
At other points tle msien conîplain- that they
have been .lut upîon staration wigés, aind
death by the bullet is better tian by the slower
and More degrading process ulich tiey allege

looks tbem in the face.
* In ascertaining the ýreaI cause of the strike,
we are comipelled involuntarily ta lay stress
on the latter complaint offthe men-low wasges.
It opens and illustrates a chapter in Ameri
can railroading long toueheil ulponby onlookers
in Canada but at present a chapter more thian
everpertinent, especially to Canîada. Railways
in the United States are powerless at the freiglt
rates whicl have for somte years prevailed, ta
pay interest on their bords and dividends ta
sbarebolder and coinpîaiiies, and arc thus ions-
pelled to force vages dowin ta the very louwest
figUre-to î:ay tle Men virtially staivaticil

prices. And lerthe t îstion arises, as to wlhy
Aümerican freiglt rates arc so low, and why
Ameriean railroad enriiings are unable ta pay
dividnds? >The answer in · large degree is,
tbagtiiey bave entered iflion the policy of at
tempting to conpsete ith lake, canal, and
iver, in cieapness of transport, ais attemlipt
v, b!cic, speciols enoughs at first, coîîld îlt but
as it ever has done fait ultimately.g notiier
cause of the difficulty in ilcetirig dividends
and the consequent forced reductiîn of ex-
penses, is the immense ainoîit of fietitiols
cajiti1 îpoî whiclh interest and dividends aire
xpþedtto be paii. It fins beei sliewin that,

b y'ssues of watred stock, and boîds, ronds
lit never cost .ver .00,000 pr Inile, b

noîv capitai accontis éqtial to $120,000 per
I t easy tl se, remaiks a western

lcon temporary, that what lm1ight be a fair dlvi-
deiid'ontie snialler figure oauld be counited a
very poor oneon ithc largeri thiedifrerence lias
goneint othe plkcicets of indiidîials aîîd the
companies, as snob, have lost i4." Such indeeà
Ilt he trutb and sich the fact tha a cOruis
asis 0f railivay founadation generatlly, and a

siort-sihstéda llcy af reducing ages o0f èiri

ployees ta mrake liiidividends, tlc greater por-
tion of the present îlot and boloodshled in the
United States and disturbances of connerce
throîgliout the whole couintry iay be traced.
One tling remains plain for American coi-

planies to remileiiber, anîd it is mscet ilat fltey
shonild do so: they isust give up the idea of
geting dividiends îîpoi inflated capital out of
the wages of tleir cimployecs, and, like the
nserchant, the iainiufcturer and the property
owner, they must besatisfied to acknliowledge
the shrinkage of the vaiue of fheir property
and regulate their dividends accordingly.

hI is sincerely ta be trusted that flie present
unhappy troulles may find speedy solution,
and thait irade, the present interruption of
whichi, wu in Canada, feel a by no menus insig-
nificant share, will, are nanoilier week, have re-
sumîed its vonited quiet chaniel. Mlia ters 111 t
writing are practically uichanged. 'the Newv
York Central, onwlihicfi lioies have rested, is
still trîle tufl. e caise of la'w and order. Alfa-
geth er rioting is less prevalent tt the resenut.
Ant aiarming f-ature of tlie strike is the
dangerous iifiienc~e it is in many districts exer-
cising over trades' unirans, in aIl causingiore or
less enf'orced idleiiess to Ijctories and business
of aIl kinds. The following flnes were added
ta the striking roads witlin a few hours
Miehigan .Central- Delaware, Laekawaunna &
Hudson Canal Co ý Toledo & Wabash; St.
Louis & Iron Motintain; Northern Peinîsylva-
nia; Boston & Albany; Lebigli & Susqîc.
lianna; Morris & Essex; a blockade was establ-
lisied at Syraciss aisé, o vhere saine 6,000
freight cars are stopped by the mien. The
character of thu latter strikers, liowe"er, is

appareîntly beter, cnd thir demands nccam-
panied by less violence and menace tian were
those of their accomplices elsewbere. Nuinbers
of rioters were arrested yesterday, and the
governor of Penisylvania laid iiutliorized the
formation of two additional regimnents of State
militit.a ; every effbrt. is thus being put forth for
therestoration oforder, and doubtless a few days
will sec the ilîch-desired consîllinmation.

ONTARIO FARMS AND FARIaERS.

A significant feature is the frequien'st tais-
fer and sale of farming estate at the presenrt
time ii Ontario, especially i flic inorc Western
and Nortiierly portions. It is observable that
many famiers dispose of thir poperty int end
ing certaiily, ln same cases, ta iligrate to, and
if possible better theniselves in Manitoba and
a ir other outstanding stations of, farii elier-

prise, but flic greier numîîîsber only do so for
the, in ou11r opinion, far more regrettable
purpose of cbiiidoniig the time-honored pro-
fession: of' luîsbandry and settling down in
village trade, village speculation or, in too many
instan es, what, is still maore pernicions petty
village indolenîce and seim i-dissipafted village
retireînent. Espccially i3 titis frue of the
yoîmger generation,,who hiavinàg inherited and
not earned their fiarns, mansifest a distaste for
farin toil as benath tliem. Our advice is-
stick to the land.' In if, though cropîs ni ay
fliiucinte and prices coue ad go, thlcre is no
suchl fising is fiail. "Onc generations conueth
and anather passetIl away but the earth abedefis

forever" 'was spokein by al very old book, iaid
it is as truc now as the day if was littered.
As regards th prices obtaincd for the faris
alluded ta, we frot week ta week have varied
accoints, but we subjoin a few quotations tacken,
at venture among iany sales that appeared in
our exciaiges of last week. Our commercial
readers in iontreal miîay especially find tlhemîî
serviceable in gaiiniîig ail idea of the valiue of
farmî secuîrities in soue of the best sections of
Oitario, for sucli the places nîamîîed invariably
ire:-Tlioiias Jackson, of Southwold, pur-
chiased farm of 100 acres froms Thous. liller, of
sanie towinship. The price þaid was 50,000
cnsh; Duncan McCray, lot 10, con. 1, Euplra-
sic, sold his fari, 100 acres, for S5,000; lPhilip
T. Rosser sold lis 50 acres 'ara in Lobo te
Mr. Johnl T. O'Neil, lrice S.4,700 ; it is Mr.
tosser's intn'ution to take ut his residence at

Brecon Station, L., Il., B & . R. ; fÉrn of 'Tios.
Beveridge, West Williams, wh'bich conisisted of
130 acres, sold for $4,700; Mr. Beveridge is
going to Manitoba. Janies luron sold his

farm, lot 3, con. 4, St Vincent, f00 acres, to

Jaimes Johnson, for S4,750." We iiiiglit mîulti-
ply to aliost needless length, but desist wits
ierely.exprcssing the iope thalit our furiers

will not break up. their homesftends for a barren
love of change which nay in not a fev cases
prove anytliing but a "change fur the
better." The States certainly offer no field
equal ta our owi cointry; at present Canada
reqires ail the men she lias, and in the words of
the laie Hon. Thos. D. Mcdc, lsue wants men,
and ment and then moren men." Let our fîriers
remîsain withl us and maice the land as they
hitherto bave done the country's chief blck-
bane and stay.

COUNTRY NOTES.

ConlisvÀeAt.-Trade very quiet; farimera gen-
erally blisy with hiay. 0rops are looking excel-
lent, and, if notliiiig interf'cres,ivill be thelargest
yield for ycars.

Pi'scoTT.-Trade is very dfull. Ilay crap light,
grain and poiatOes extra good. Prospects of' a
good fall trade.

BuîeIaviI.u.-Trade lre inproved but little.
Clie, vhicli is largely made around ere, lro-
mises ta bring a better price tiianlast year, and,
if it does, c better state of things may be fuîlly
expected. There have been abundant showers,
and crops aire looking well. HIay will beligit.

Sr. TiitnLsr.-Triade alimost inactive. Ni
money is circulatiom but crois present a very
sitisfaîctory appearance.

GAN',ioQu.-Crolps thron hout lhe town-

ships cf Leeds and Lanbton are good, with the
exception of lay, lwhich is.lighit; whicat, birley,
oats, and rye are better, than tlie average, the
yiCId Of pOfttoes will b large. In the township
of Pittsbuig the crops are the worst there have
beu for many years.

DuiirAm, QuR.-Trads very. duli a general
depression still exists. 'IH y croîs is lighlt, ail
others are goat.

S-r. Ecsn.cuse.-Tr'adese moving slowvly.
The crops have a fine aplpcarance, and every-
tliing joint ta 'an abuidant harvest.


