
Voyages'of Anerigo Vefpucci. 'l
pucci of artifice, and fay, that he anticipated the time of his voyage, in order
to arrogate to himfelf the glory of fuch a difcovery; .and that he undertook
it the firft time only in May, ,4_99,- at which time Vefpucci relates that he
embarked the fecond time for the WeR Indies. If fhefe accuIations be'
truc, we mut fay that \Tcfpucci merely irnagined.hi .firf voyage; nor has
lie any fubterfuge whatever, fo that he ought to be looked on as an impoffor,
and fuch indeed the abovc writers flyle h'im. I vould willingly acquit
him from fo very odious a reproach, but confefs, that, coricerning thé fi-tf
voyage I meet with no fimall difficulty. We have obferved, a little before, thai
Columbus, in 1496, was returned fromn his fecond voyage intoSpain, ii
ordcr to exculpate hinfelf to the King and Queen from the crinies laid to
his charge by his enemies; in vhich he fo happily fucceeded, that, with oily"
fhewing himfelf, he removed every accufition; and, being received at Court
with the highefl honour, he prepared limfelf fo6 a third voyage, which he
afterwards undertook in May, 1498. Columbus was therefore in Spain,
when Vclpucci relates that he -hinfelf was fent by King Ferdinand, for
the difcovery of new countries, in 1497, and received at Court, and hon-
oured with the privilege already conferred on hîim of Viccroy and Gover-.
nor General of the couiitries which might be difcovered. Now, whila he
was in that kingdom, and in fuch favourable circum fançes, that a coin-
miffion of continuing the difcoveries fhould be given to another, and that
he fhould tamely fubmit to fuch an injury, or that he. had not fuffHcient
power to prevent it, who can believe it?- How has it happened, 'that no
one, except this fame Vefpucci himfelf, has left us an account of fuch a
tranfa&ion? It will be faid, perhaps, that the Spanifli writers, envying
the glory of a foreigner, malicioufly hid it in filence; but Columbus was
to them as much a foreigner as Vefpucci; why then have they not diffem-
bled the glory of the former, if it is pretended, that they iave obfcured
that of the latter ? I wifh that fuch arguments and monuments may be found
which may fully juftify Vefpucci, and cancel all fufpicion of his having

-capricioufly fabricated his firft voyage. We muif however confefs, thàt
though Vefpucci might have difcovered terra firma before Columbus, much
greater glory is neverthelefs to be attributed to the latter than the former.
After having.difcovered the illands, it was no very difficult mauer to reach
the continent. But the having, with refle&ion and ingenuity, firif afcer-
tained the exiftence of the new world, then pointed out the way by which
it night be attained, and larly, âttempted with invincible courage the bold
enterprife, is the glory of Columbus, of which none can gofibly pretend
to participate.

It is no lefs difficult to decide the other queftio>n, whether Vefpucci
was commander of that fleet which was fent to America, or merely a paf-
fenger. The Spanifh writers, after having elabliflhed, that only in 1499
Vefpucci was fent to the new world, relate, followed in it by Father Char-
levoix, and the authors of.the General Hiftbry of Voyages, that the news
being arrived in Spain of the difcovery of the continent by Columbus in
his third voyage, the Bifhop of Badajoz, then Minifter at the:iCourt of
Ferdinand, and enemy of Columbus, availed himflf of this opportuiity to
injûre him, and difpatched to Alfonfo d'-Ojeda letters patent, figned how-
çver With his Qwn arne, and not with thofe of the two SQvereigns, by
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