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LIBERTr DEPINED.
[From the 2d vo. of Ele»eJts o Moral Siece, b) .r. Bratte.]D ES liberty, coniR. in. the polRréi-, .f doing what we pleafe?

No: for if ever body had this Loer, there could be no liberty. at
al; becaufe our life and prdperty vouid be at the difpofl of every. man
who vas able and villing to take theni froni us. ·In a free cou try, everv
violation of law As an attack upon tie publié liberty. The laivs of God
and our country are our b:ft and only fecutrity againa opprefrion.; a-id
therefore liberty can ciat arnong Us nd longer than while thofe laws are

obeycd. Mdton, who loved ieriy a niucli, I b;lieve, as ever any man
did, has truly obfcrvcd, whcn fpeaking of it, thàt, " who loves thaC mùft
firft be vife and dood." See his tvelfth fonnet.
- D6cý Libert9 &.dnfio t iii dlir beiig goveined by.laws of our own naking ?
I knoa not hov rany political writer havre laid this down as a firt prin-

eiple, an«d a felf-evident maxin: and yet, if Britairi be a free goverinment,
this maxim is grofsly abfurd. Whd are they Whd can be faid to be govern-

cd by la«vs of their own rniaking ? I kno- of no fuch perfoni . I never
heard or read of any fu'ch exept, perhaps' among pirates and othcr ban-

ditti, who, trâmpling on all laiks divine and human, refufed to be govern-

'd in any othei- waý ihan b-' iheir own-i licentious regulations. The grcateft

part of the laws by which we are governed were madé lorig ago.: i fho'uld

be glad to know hon a niaün co-operates in making a law before he is born.

But are we .iot ifi-umcrital in riiaking thofe laws, which are made in Our

own tin ? Granting that we are, khich is by iio means the cafe,. thefe are

hot the onily laws by which we are governed : wemul obey the comimon

law of the land, which is of iMtreiemorial flanding, as well as the ifatutes

nade in the laftfeffion of parliarnent. The -Britith laws are enaéted by the

King, Lords, and Commons, who may-amount i all to about eight hun-

dred perfons': the inhabitants of Grcat-Bitaizi, whd rmuf obey the.fe laws,

àre coriputed.a eight iillioSr.. In- Britain, the.eforè, not to mention the

reftof the éipire, are môie thalh feven millions of perfons who are go-

Verned by lWs which they neither make, norcanalter: andeven the King,

V . III.s Lords,


