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LIBERTY DEFINED.

. [From the 2d 'val of Elements of Worel Stl;!f:l':‘?e, l*j! Dr. Ee&llie.'] L
DES liberty, confilt. in the powér, of doing what wc pleale?
Mo: for if every body Had this power, there could be no liberty at
all; becaufe our life and pro‘perty wouid be at the difpolal of every  man
who was able and willing to take them from us. ‘In 2 free country, every
violation of law is an attack upon thie public liberty. The laws of God
and our, country are our bsft and only fecurity againft oppreffion; and
therefore liberty can exitt among usno longer than while thofe laws_ are
obeyed. Mailton, who loved liberty as miuch, 1 believe, as ever any man
did, has truly obferved, when {peaking of it, that, ¢ who loves that' mult
firt be wife and good.” Sce his twelfth fonnet.
. Does Liberty confilt ist ouir being goveined by laws of our own making?
I know not How many political writers have laid this down as a firlt prin-
ciple, and a felf-cvident maxim: andyet, if Britain be a free government,
this maxim is_grofsly abfurd, Who are they who canbe faid _to be govern-
ed by lavs of theif own making ? I know of mo {uch perfons ; I never
heard or read of any fuch § exéept, perhaps, among pirates and other ban-
ditti, who, trzmpling on all laws divine and human, refufed to be govern-
ed in any othel way than by their own licentious regulations. The greateft
part of the laws by which weare governed were madé long ago.; 1 fhduld
be glad to know how a mian co-operalcs il making a law before he is born.
But are we ot inftrumental in making thofe laws, which are made in our
own tim= P Grdnting that we are; which is by no means the pafe,. thefle are
not the only laws by which we are governed : ‘we;nuft_ obey the common
law of the land, which is of immemorial flanding, as well as the ftatutes
fnade in the laft feffion of parliament. The Britifh laws are enaéled by the
King, Lords, and Commons, who may-amourt in ali“to about eight hun-
dred perfons : the inhabitants of Great-Britain, who muft obey thefe laws,
are cortputed.at eight millions.. Tn Britain; thescfore, not to mention the
telt of the cimpife, aré mofe thap foven millions of perfons who are go-
"verned by laws which they neithet make, nor can alter: andeven the King,
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