b o feel and to admit, nor as' yet did ‘th

"L 10 know. of myself; howover,.and all that I knew of: the 'w

B . not’ command, the. prey of'sin T could not conquer. _

.' ; R" _ A. HBURWELL. Edzlar]
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BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S CON VERSIOS

e {[From his Memoxr.] :
e 1'[‘ wns in tho year 1810 that it : pleased God'

| unaw akcned state.

“kind.

 As T.was the manager of my own. estate w}nch compnsed a?}";
m of mills; al? ‘well as aphntatlon, ‘about “two: mlles distant: from.

“each-other, was of course.much alone, at: least in that kind of so-

+"+ litude which gives the mxud opportunity-to commune with itself.
+=~ It was in my rides: from’one 1o, the: ‘other, and ‘while: snperintend--
: e’ labou:s.gf my. Y‘eome, that a train . of thonght, to ‘which I

erunaccustomed;’ began te -occupy miat-»
> -again ﬂould ‘still - :

o wnfs previously altoget!
- faption;and thourh.dismissed once
*." and with gvery return would i T hat -
" tho train of thought thus suggested. concerned my condxtwn asan.
" accountable Greature, ‘Wil be- readxly rmagmed 'ag-also- that ‘on'a"
~review. I found it-bad: enough “This. it wasno dnﬁicult thing. for

")f.,;' ¢ in reforming-what I could not justify

however consxder—

hich’ it:ples

my attentxon -a ¢ ,
o to-discover (what: L'was.vety. loath-w'admlt) the tre
7: tate and ‘condition of human nature, What little - had lately come

eemed o rise upa “that the dectrine: .of our pa

" raldepravity-'was tiue

- find'In the Scn tures is jx‘-uralweh,c expressed,and is, thereiore not™

~to.be taen in the strictness of the letter. Bat my own experience..

“was'tobe the expositor of the word. . Again and:-again ‘were my
“self-righteous. endeavors foiled and dcfeated ‘much as at the first : .
and humbled and confounded;I-became alarmed at what must be .|
" the'issue—if I wasg thus. to remain. the sport’ of passions I could
. Something -
“like prayer would flow from my lips, but it: was -the  prayer of .2 -|-
- heart that yetknewnot "‘Lvht its owo phgue “Ove more effort” |

was to be made, and with great sircumspection did . T watch - over.

. myself for some weeks till'did I = .(ontmue, howover, my:, .
iw and meditation.upon the Scriptures : and- here it was that 1™

- :found the benefit.of my em-ly aeqnuntxmce with them. 1 had. not

- to-look: afar off for: their dootrines; they were familiar fo my mermo-...
B ’""ffom (] chxld 1 had Imown them thns far/ thongh oow it-was |

. set my mxml at-» i
vrork ‘and. vrndually to bring nie to. doubt, the dark “secarity of my |
‘But'Tam: nnt consclous of any . pecaha.r mu-‘v- L
<dent O cucumstance, tlmt ﬁrst led me to consxderatxons of the'- :

“An 1mpauent and’ passxonate:rtemper with a most sinfal -and - | ‘
1“'_ ueful ‘habit of ‘profane. swearing; in whwh lwasa great proficient, {1

~impr ssion that’ it . was at all needfnl'

: vaant Sundavs, and rwhngto them sach]

: }ngs -wére well attended, consxdenn,_ the: prevalent delusion on the. Sl
- Willing, : hdwéi'er,toesmpe from “it. I | - sabject ide deep ob_]ecuon topreparedv”.::,‘_}r I
- respried to the subteyfuve of too many among us—that what we |t Wben l had been ena

thattheu- htma pmoft as to be

live, 'was to be made to éepend, on’ rify“ uiescence it the turning
‘point of all: relizion--that we are lostand undo
and Lelpless in ourselvés—and'so 1. found it. o
- Again and dreadfully did I fall from miy: ‘own steadfastnesa— o

- te!nptatlon like a mighty man that shouteth by ‘reasom of wine,
| swept my strength before it; “carried away tny resolations as Samp--
son did'the gates of Gaza_ I'returned to- th
¢ my-own, helplessmss, of my native depravity,;. and that to" spmtnal e
a’ truth that inme
“bed'i private - -

K thngs I was inco! I 'now-: found
d:dlugoodlhmg. Ithrewmyselfn g in my
-};mom-—l wept—I raynd. ! ywiiiunto - me my olly m
g toan arm of flesh. - »'the Lord. to point. -

it calcalated to instract and’ nnprwsfthem ‘and th

. creasing in knowledge mvself T endeavored' to impart’

_-that1 owed it to God. : To this ‘step, however; thiere-

. ‘objections insnrmountable, frommy worldly condition, 'and ‘from -

' my-want of public qualifications:- - Yet 1 ‘could not' conceal “from

‘myself, tlntlfthemenwxﬁl whomlowasxonally ‘associated, and . S

of whom I'had obtiined any ititance as ministers of res
ltn::::, w:'eom ed.to fill the: staho“gﬁ'was behind none; and su-
; perior tomost of theém, in acquired knowledge: ifnot in. Christian -
‘attaininents. My objections were, therefore, chiefly from my per- ra

sonal interests, and-

e [

=l

eneed ’;:Tbe wbole, Ibo
one; spxntually dead ; o

e house - convinced of -

ut mybemldeted vxew‘to!mn who is w Lonn our. rzghtcoumyeg L

thxs-wa):'avb‘ovut three years, ‘in< .
tte

I gradually beg:n.n be exercised on 'the" subject ofthe.‘.,‘-
:xfhn?si"ry, and’ togntertam thefrequentl retnmmg ‘thought, ‘that X . -
. might be more uséfal to my. fellow sinnefs than'as Y then was, and ;..

personal accommodation, cloake-‘l under the /- ,'.'
‘ wantof nccessaxquhﬁatlmfora pnhlxcspeaker, robar—. .




