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- THE DOMESTIC DIFFICULTY.

Whilst the bounny Scotch lasses o' ¢ Bonnie Dundee ” are
holding meetings and discussing their grievances on the other
side of the Atlantic, the matrons of Montreal are assembling
in large numbers under the protecting wing of the Protestant
clergy, to bold what one of the reverend speakers called an
& experience mecting.”

The procecdings at the first meeting were opened with a
long exhortatory praver and a geries of ten-minuto svrmons,
ot homilies, duly divided into * subjects for consideration,”
aud followed up by discussions limited to five minutes—for
each speaker. The first iecturer on % Family Triniug, with
a view to meet the exigencies of thecnse,” was philosophical,
scientific and suggestive, The speaker urged the necessity in
a new and rapidly developing country of the fusion of class
distinctions, and the bringing up of the families of the pres
sent generation to a sense of self-relisnce and self-helpe—and
in reference to the vmployment of donestic servants they
should be rather looked upon # as helps®™ of the family than
as persons in an inferior position  He propossd that culinary
science be taught as an art to all yvoung ladies, and that the
accommedation, situation and furniture of the kitcben should
be remodelled o0 that it should be an apartmeat equally
cowfoitable and cheerful as the less essential ¢ parlour.” The
discussion which arese on this question was pot confined to
the subject, but meandered mildly all roand it.  Oune gentle-
man had s touching regret for the ¢ domestic institution ™ of
the Southern States; a lady recommended longer terms of
service, and s ladies’ combination to % fix the rates of wages,”
and to define s domestie servants dativs! A venemble clergy-
man considered that extravagautly high wages ©had a ten-
dency 1o lower the morale.” (Did he ever expericnce 8 “moral
declension ™ from this cause 7) Ove clergyman had very nearly
converted bis servant-man by compoundiog a felony ; another
had some fragrant reminiscences of his Indian luxnry of a
 body servant " or * valet de chambre;” whilst the most popu-
lar of all the speakers was the excellent young divine, whe
was disposed to offer a premium for any servant girl in Mon-
treal who bad quietly suffered herself to be ill-treated, whom
he proposed to exhilbitin a glass case to the curious publie,
** Barnum * fashion, we presume ‘{or charitable purposés
only. A lizht broke unexpectedly upon the mecting, just as it
wus  beginning to be very fdusky.” A Scheol-master
abroad " irom * London Town,"—or very uear it, proposed
that the jadies should establish a - S.rvants’ Home and Ro-
gistry Omice ™ in Montreal and communicate with the aatron
of Aie ““Home" ia Loadon. He wonld andertake to send
them cut thint and fourth rate servauts, keeping alf the first
acd second-class for the London market, s rdey required the

best articd

If, bowever, the guality wouid suit he would
An
ladics to bucome total abstainees by way of sxamyde——at which
the Jadies smiled, atd one of them declnred
touching earuestness that she {or one was
piit the
Tl Q-

vants,”

guarantoe the gquantéity. carnest Treetotafer advised the

with the most
ol wiiling 1o o dese
wrd veratures of God "—at which the fadics Inaghed,

SHow o malse the morale of domestic ser-

waus dis whmdaly from s religions st of vies,
Aod the practical resnit of the mecting was 1o form s Ladies'
Coemmitler to deliberate over the varbas suggestions made,
and devize some plaa of action.

Anadjpurned mewiing of the ladies was accordingly held
at the Natural History soclety’s roomns, which were again

crowded,

The macting axain opeted with religions exsrois
and bat Hitle progress appearsd o have

A8

treecn mnde,
tioa s Home for Do-

It wies,

however, considered desirable to
mestic Servanis,”

tat

and a & Regidary Of

i
s probably in con-
nection with the Protestant House of Refuge, Meantime we
tearn the servants are about o follow the example of the
“maids of Dundee,™ and will bold & meeting to discusg their
view of thz ¢ situntion.”

It is gnite pussible that the resnlt of this movement wili b
to enable the two or three hundeed Jadies wito thus associate
themselves together (cniedy £:

istt and Seotch members of
our leading Protestant congregations) to improve their own
facilitics for obtainioy what may be called « the pick of the
servant market,” with the ohvions pesult of raisiug the woces
of superior servants, who Aratef feceive the
additional guaratites of thesy ladies” approval,  But will the
cowmmunity, as & whole, b benefite! by this movement ?
Peteer, who 15 poor] wil] be robbed of 4 good steady servant to
pay Paal, who is rich ; but s 4 question of Politica) Ecouomy
or of rocial Belence whist guod Bas beon, or 15, lkely to be
sccomplistied ?  [s domestic service the only kind of labour
which #groanecth and traviil-th” antil the “ kingdowms are
moved?” Certaiuly not. No thooghtfal man can taks »
bird’s-eye view of the social upheavals which nev now going
on in every commnnity upon the face of the earth—without
regarding the ¥ servant question ™ as & ¥ storm in A tei-cup "—
as u mere bagatelle, 28 a tiny outside vortex which is a pary of
grent whirlpool rapids which, hurrying along with Niaunea
vehemency, will land this genveation wnd the oext-~where 7
That man would be a bold one who would venture to predict
what changes will occur a4 the result of Chingse immigeation
fnto America and Indian travel and cducation in Earope,
The boundarics of the seas of ignorance and superstition
are broken up by the tide of overiowing population, which
will Bwzep sway before it nuch that appears Btén:otypé:d aurl

s¢abilities and o}

sottled in the minds of the homely Anglo-Saxou race. What
is to be the issuc of the conflict botweon ™ capital -and- Inbour,
between employer and employ$, between dosign and execu-
tion, between brain work and handieraft?. It hasto be fought
out in Great Britain, where the yeast of discontent is ferment-
g in every industrial occupation, paralysing for the time
being the manufacturing interests of that great country,  The
solution is to be found, so far as our past experience tenches
us, in the reduction of manual labour by novel applinnces of
machinery—and wherever labour can be saved even in house-
hold work, a true economy of time, tomper, sud mouey will
be realized, : o

The labour question will not be solved by immigration—
competition iz searcely possible in so larga and elastic o
counntry as-this great Dominion-~but Aabits way alter and
adapt themselves to the exigencies of a new order of society,
which may be after all a condition not less happy or enjoyable
than those of our forefathers—and tAis is that the situation
indicates. People who etigmte to Canada, wish, very naturally,
to retain as much as possible the habits and customs and
family arangements which they have heen brought up to
consider # comfurtable”  And as soon as they begin ¢ to get
along 7 and make ¢ comfortable incemss,” they make their
homes more and more ¢ Scoteh,” or ¥ Irish,” or % English,”
respectively. And those who are ¢ well-to<do” set the fashion
here, as in other countries, to those immalistely below them
in the social scale,

Much has been done (though net esough) in Moutreal to
tmect the requirements of the Eaglish snd Scoteh & mididle
class 7 community. Tenvment houses, where the kitchen is
laid out for the convenience and vomfort of the mistress of
the house and the family, are a great social advance upon the
Parisian and Scoteh systems of <o flats ™ or ¥ chambres en waite,”
and the American system of boasling-bousus and hotels.

The question now to be solveid I8, not how can we iacrease
the supply of this unsatisfactory class of labour, which destroys
all the comfort of home-life, by the clanking of unwilling
chains and the demand for an unearned wage —but how can we
supersede it?7 On this we shall be prepared to olfer a few
suggestions in our nexi iss R

MR, SPROUTS, HIS QPINIONS.
(Continued.)

Bearing in mind my promise to visit Mr Spronts, [ accord-
ingly fonwd mysel, a few davs sfter my last interview with
him, ascending the hill of Beaver Hall, As I entered the
sacred precinets of this exclusive and highly ootioed neigh-
bourhow), where the very side-walks seotn o be satuated with
wentility —suggesting also in thetr seody and dilapidated coa-
dition a notnucorsmon kind of shabbe entility—a mystoriony
ihrill vibrated thronch my whole frame, Instioetively 1 bes
gua to twiddl wmy mustache, to assume o militacy bearing,
and to twirl my waiking-stivk in s Jigzgs amd nonchalant
wanner; while my nncertaiy aceents th iosofthy from my
Hips with that hesitaung and masical Law-4 e peeolar to the
demzens of this fvaure] region, Acrived &t the bhichly gra-
teed and, vonise sively inconvenicnt wansion of
my Triend, Tauve a vigorous pull at the betl, wax
opeued By hiz man-rervant, who, in common with modt Mou.
treal dankivs, sovmend as mineh at home in his bivery a<a Cay
Usunetlior at 8 Governor-tieieral’s recoption. ) aad pros
viously scen this uulmppy beinw on the box of e Sprogts’
carringe, evidently overwhelmel by a sense of hid top-loots,
which were fearfully and wonderfully constructed, wnd gazing
round him with a wistiul expression that sccmad ty appesd to
sowe Kitd Christian to comeand rescns Litm from his unforta-
nate pusition.  His boots weee evidently sndermining bis con-
stituticn, The father had enteret {nto his spul. By this
melancholy menial [ was nsherad into the Sprouts’ drawine-
toom whick, it i necdlesr to remuk was, Hke most of sur
fushitonable reception-rooms, furuistad in the most severe and
artistic manner, and did not in the least suggest 0 driced-be e
shop i Wardenr Street, or the Lowther Arcarde Bazaar, Hers
“Betay,” attinsd in a brocaded stk of gorgeons hue and a
head-dress whivh struck terror to my soul, rise o recrive me,
Her toul enzemile sugyested the startliog combination of an
Edastern sunset, an Aurorn Borealis, and a bed of prize tolips

She tendered me the tips of her fingees and stnking back an
the sofa, exhausted with the effort, anidd in langaid accents,
# How de do, Mr, DeBaots, how werry binclement the weather
in?

I may hure be permitted to remark that my name is < [

toots," and that our family came over with Willinm the Con .
atwror, in whose service my ancedtor secupded (e prowd
position of ¥ Buskio Burnishier,"e—a post of bigh cousideration
and nol synonymous, as our detractors liavi enviously #svorted,
with that of the shoeblack of mosdern times.  Our family
chiranicles alsos state that wy ancestor was frequently the re
ciptent of the most dattering peraonal attentiog from the Con.
queror, and often - enjoyed the distingnishivd onour of beipg
ficked by Majesty when the royal corng woere more thag
usnally troublesime, Hegee it will b secn both by bt and
duescent | am fully entithad to mix with the most select of our
society, and I contidently oxpiect that the result of this public
annoimnecment will be the reeeption of numerons invitations
from our upper hundeed and Bty 5 in anticipation of whick

Fiarr diwr

I have ordersd a new dressecoat,and have tnken acveral fose

sons in depurtiaent from a distinguisted profisdor,

I responded most courteonsly to Mrs Sprouts’ greeling, and
after A few trivial remarks enguiced with genuine 1oterest how
she liked our Mouteval society, ¢ Well, reely, Me DeBoots,”
ghe replisd, % wo have s woerry nicecircle, but since the mil.
ingtary left iUs huxtremely limited, nud sogiety now-n-days is
getting 40 werry miscellaneous that one has ta be mont per-
tickler about one's visiting 1ist, or clse we gets mixerd hap
with hall xorts of people.” : ‘ E

I'fslt that this wan very teoe and suggested, with an eye to
the  DeBootw’ pedigree, that all candidates: for admisxion to
the sacred circle should be compellnd to furuish astinfac-
“tory  evidence of unblemished  dewcent  for, say,’ three
gensrations, - Bnt Betay Jdid not- scem to think that this

would answer, and indoed on mature

conslde
I folt compelled to admit that this rule, if rigidl)f L;::-ir?(?d

out, would probably tond still more to contrnct thy already

limited clrele.. We therofore, after a full dis:ussion of thig
most interosting toplie, cams to the conclusiou that ¢andidutes
must continue to- by judged by the two great testa of wealth,
aud good brueding, nll due allowances being wade for the
possessors of the first qualification, because, nv Mrs, Sprouts
pertinently remarked, it wouldn’t do to be as pertickler with
wealthy people ad with them as'dida’t keep no carridge,

I then inquired after Mr, Sprouts,

“ 0kl Mr. Delloots” Betsy exclaimued, “Josef is a killiy
of me, His wulgarity is » breakin' my hart, You wouldn't
hardly believe it, but it was honly yeaterdny as Mrs. Cotncillor
Bugying, as bolongs to oue of our tip-top familics, was o wigjt-
in’ we, when Josef ho comos into the drawin'-roow in his shirt
sleeves, with s ‘orrid pot of buer in 'is 'und, and wanted wo
and Mrs. Buggins 10 'ave some, 1 thought 1 should have
fainted.”

1 condoled with Mra, Spronts as woll as 1 could, and they
mildly duggested in the interest of Mr. Sprowts that, after al)
many prople, high up in the social xeale, imbibed malt 1iquur-—~’
of course always by the advice of the family physiclan—yut
Betay was too mach for me,

“ Yes, Mr. DoBoots, but then they :loes it on the quict and
never lets nobody know, and then ther's no harm in {4 Of
course it Josef had brought it in when there wiusn't nobody
here it would binve been a different thing.  And Ldo “ope,”
she continued tactly, *that you ain't a going to hincormge
Josof {2 his walgarity, becas if you are you wou't get 0o hinvi.
tations to my Jouse.”

This was not eucouraging to the result of my cmbassy, and
I felt considerably relieved when Mre. Sprouts wade his A
pearance and proposed an adjournment to what he called @ his
snuggery.’’

Mz, Sprouts’ % snuggery 7 wis fitted up in strict accordanee
with the owner's pecullar ideas of comfort. The Qoor wag
satded, in imltation of the purlour of an ol fashioned Eaglish
public house, and numercus trinngular shapod spittoons fiiled
with sawdust were dispersed about the room. In one corner
was a kilderkin of Molson's porter, syminetrically balanced
on the apposite side by a similar vessel of Dow's ale, offering
every facility for the composition of Joset's favourite beverage,
setarl and ‘arf,” and evineing a landable desire on the part of
the proprietor to encourage home manufactares.  The walls
were coverad with sporting prints in gay colours, while ta the
place of honour over the Gre-place hunyg an ol painting of
Mz, Sprouts’ famous dopkey, the immaortal ¥ Neddgy

I toaked with mach interest on the portrait of this intelii-
gent quadropsd about whom 1 bad heard se wuch, M,
Sprouts noticed this and said with w sigu -

“Ah! that wos a hanimal. Do yon think, old feller, that
thers's a futtur state for donkeys 77

I professcd myself unable to give anv sbeided opinton upan
this abstruse polewical point, asd Moo Sproats camtinget

S oDearing the s1X vears as we [ived Tarmoniousdy togather
that hanimal tever once shiekost bis doaty. Lake that feller
in the play ax 1 ased to see af the Sacrey theayter—Iee - dield
with his ‘arness on hie back.” 1 wish e wos adive and heer
now.  He wonbdn't Jave gones and caneht oo eperzondies Lihe
all this hosses has, Why, T never Knowed that e ter have s
dav’s iHpess exoept the thone when the ball varier chawe)
tie coed of his tadl off, agd then T eauterized 16 with a ot flae
tran and stook Betsy's chiguon on to the e of 10, and b wos
ms righs ns a trivet text day, and looked as ‘andsotme as palnt,
Bat, tor’ ! what a row the old bely Kiched upabaat her vl
obl chivnon! A how that woman's altesed winice we vums
into the fortan’. 1 oreally believe {0 that dear hanjwal was
Bore now she'd be too proaid to ride behind him 7

©T Rl «deknioss B5on end thing for the poog barses da it pet 7
1 s,

Y s replivd Mr, Sprouts, cand i you wos in the hemploy
of the City Passenger Bailway T orayther fansios you'd thank
1t was a sad thing for the por nien too, You see the hasos
they has a bodiday and gits theie witties all the aame, bug
they telle e that the Company's been s docking the men's
waged, s 1 expects they don'tCtinid It much of a holuday, Pm
disznstod with the Company.  Why don't they st all hands
to work oo rorgh out the cars with plenty of soap and wate
and sepair the track in SU James 8treet 7 They wanta it bad
vraekinge i

1 thougzht this was a remarkably good idea on the paary of
Mr Sprets ;) hut as he seemed to be getting a Bttle exeited |
changed the sabgect and engoired (0 he bad attendsd the
ceteimuny of the presentation to the city of the Queens
statan,

*Yea,” L Atiawared, ] was there of course, and o werry
nobbLy spesch Lord Doafferin made too, He's s briek s our
Guovernor,  There win’t no humbag abont him, awd 1 means
to rall on him when he comes to live in Montreal ; buat [ wish
that somebedy wonld give some of onr public men & ‘it o
dress o ittle nobbier when they goms 1o o corryimony of this
Kinde=pleat if wome of ‘em doesn’t seci o thiok that when
they gets their boots shinsd and puts on an old stoveppe hat
ay they'oe in full dress. 1 bt raly ashamed of rome of 'vm ™

“Bat what do you think of the statae, Mre, Sprouts,” 1 eo-
Guired, ¢ Don't you think iCs very tine 7

Mr. Sprouts hesitated a little and then snid @ Why, you
ave [ aln'Cmach of o judge abunt them things. 1f 1L was o
doukey now or auything in the wegetable or shell fish Hue,
Pd back ay oplnion agin anybody®s, Of conrse ag that <tattew
won ade by & cellybmted London artist and wost s heap of
minney, hevirybody feels bound to sbmire it werry much.
But between you and me, old feller, if it had been designed by
a Tocal liartist and cost about balf as much, thersd have been
plenty of faalts found alwur it

s By-the-by, Mr, Sprouts” 1 waid, v you take gome interest
in educntional matters, do you not 7

B Xes he replied, “I'moon the Committee of (hat there
Mercantile Libery, and Botey she's attendin' a course of lec.
wira by Gobdwin Smith, Bat, lor' ! there don’t seem o be oo
gratitoody in the worltd,  You see the Libery has beets 2 going
down 'Hl ever R0 Joug, and the young men sovias Ly want
something amoosing, wo 1 hotlered to put up nskitthe alley
at my own expeney, aud blest i some of 'em sdidn't hobjest
wtid &nid as they didn't think as skittles wax elowitin® to the
mind. Not clewathy’t all [ koow ix that when I've been
plagin’ a few @mes of skittlen and "avin' a ot or two of beer,
I nlwaya feels worry conkiderably clewnted,  Buesides, as |
said at the meetin', If you turns the cathedml into a coneert
room” [ don't wee why you shouldn't ’ave akittles in the
Libery " R
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