THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

Athanasius was no Trinttarian; he was
searcely even a Dualist; for he held that
the Father was God in a higher manmuer than
the Son. The Papists aver, and truly, that
there are no traces of the Trinity in the whole
Bible; for they hoid that it is a doctrine of
tradition. Liuther said himself,—* Tt were
better to call Almighty God Gop than L'rin-
1ty "—Rev, W, Mountford.

« I eannot contemplate a death, and, least
of all, the death of the Saviour, only as a
doctring. It is to me, I must confess, alto-
gether another kind of influence. It is to e,
ifit is anything, power and grandeur; it is
something that rivets my eye and heart; it
is a theme of admiration and spiritual syn-
pathy : it leads me to meditation, not t me-
taphysicss it is as a majestic example, a
moving testimony, a Jdread sacrifice, that 1
must contenmplate it. I see in it a deathi-blow
o sin; [ hear the pleading of the Crucitied
One for truth and salvation, beneath the
darkened heavens and amidst the shuddering
carth. It is every way astonishing ta me,
that such suflering should have been seized
upon as a subject for metaphysical analysis;
that the agony of the Sonof God should have
been wrested into a thesis for the theologian;
that adeath should have been made a dog-
mas; that blood should have been taken to
write a erecd; that Calvary should have
been made the areana of coutroversy.  That
the Cross, whereon Jesus, with holy candor
and meckness, prayed for bis cnemics, say-
dng, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do'—that the Cross should
have been made a rack for the moral torture
of his friends, whereon, in all the valleysand
upon all the hills of Christendom, they have
been crucified by unkiodness and exclusion
is there another such contradiction—is there
another such phenomenon, to be found in all
the strange history of the world?”"—Rew.
Dr. Dewey

“ Ve belicve sin to be the great and only
obstacle to forgiveness and salvation. That
obstacle is insurmountable so long as it ex-
ists. It can be removed only by its own
destruction. Christ lived and died to destroy
it. ¢ For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works
of the Devil. He eame to * save his people
froin their sins.’ * God sent him to bless us
in turning away every one of us from his
iniquities.” Lhis is the design of the Gospel
dispensation,—of the miission teaching, ex-
amples; miracles, suflerings, death, resurree-
tion, and ascension of Christ,—t0 bring men
into a state of reconciliation with God. Atone-
ment is reconciliation. Aud a state of re-
conciliation is a state of submission, faitl,
repentance, and obedience.  This state, this
spiritual condition, all God's threatenings and
promises, all his revelations and dealings,
especially his free gift of' a Saviour, are dJe-
sigued o produce. If they do produce it in
any soul, if they bring a sinner to obey God,
the purpose for which Christ came is an-
swered upon that man, for he is saved from
sin; he is forgiven through the grace of God
in Jesus Christ.  If he is not brought into
submission and obedicuce, but contintues in
sin, he is not forgiven, and no grace or sa-
crifice will avail him anything; if he is not

ial energy of truth and love, the power of
God’s grace and Christ’s niediation, acting
upon the soul, purging the conseience from
dead warks to serve the living God? For
this Christ offered himself.  Tor this, as our
Passover, he was sacrificed for us; to deli-
ver us {rom bondage—the bondage of igno-
ranee and sin.”—Rev. B. B. Hall,

“Who can doubt that among the causes
which produce in society so much moral and
religivus deadness, this is one,~—that men
satisfy themselves by referring to the laws
and principles of nature, andstop short of
that Being in whom they reside? How
much is this a habit amongst us! We talk
of the ‘laws of our being,’ and of living by
then and of the consequences of violating
them, as we should talk of 1 machine or of
fate. 'We thus throw out of view the ageney
and love of the Living God, whose children
we are, and claim relatiouship to inantinate
ohjeets.  And inso doing we not only wrong
the trath, but defraud ourseives of that exer-
cise and enjoyment of the thinking, aflection-
ate spirit in which our highest action and
bliss are to be found.”—Rev. Dr. FHenry
Ware, Jr.

*The immediate object of the Gospel was
to break down the dominionof sin, . Were-
aard the mission of Christ as the most deci-
sive rebuke of sin that could be given, and
his life as a testimony against it ouly less
emphatie than his death. We consider re-
conciliation 10 Gad through the renunciation
of evil courses and the culture of inward pu-
rity, to be the great achievement of Christ-
ianity, in the case of every one who comes
under its power.  We believe that it wassin
which made the Gospel necessary, that the
merey which it brought was what men most
wanted, and the regenceration which 1t efleets
was what he himsell felt the need of, even if
he made no attempt to secure a belter expe-
rience.  What could we say, what could we
believe, that would indicate a more poshive
sense of the evil of sin7— Rev. Dr. Gannett.

“We arrive at our most intimate, consol-
ing and elevaiing knowledge of God the Fa-
ther through his Son, Jesus Christ, We ac-
quire our simplest, clcarest, kindest, and
mnost. practieal views of duty from him and
his lile.  We learn from him distinetly wha
is the aceeptable worship aud service which
man is required 0 rendertohis Maker. . We
know; throngh hin and his resurréction, what
we, cottld not otherwise have known, that we
are immortal, that we shall live afier death,
and for ever. By him we are brought into
connection with that bright community of
angels and sainted spirits, whose voices we
hear on earth by faith, checring us inour jour-
ney, and inviting us to the enjoyment of their
society and his own everlastingly in heaven.
While we comtinue with hini, studying bis
life, meditting on his mage, listening to his
words, imbibing his spirit, we are possessed
with all his knowledge, faith, and power;
but away from him, and without him, where
is it to be found, and what can we do? 1
confess T know not.  I£1 could dismantle nvy
own heart of all traces and memorials of the
Saviour, 1 know that T should be siartled at
its emptiness and desolation, and, fndirg in

saved from sin, he is not saved at all.  Sin,
we repeat, is the only obstacle, and the ne-
cessity and purpose of the mediation of Christ
is to save man from sin. .
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« Here is our interpretation of all the pas-
sages which bring into comparison the Jew-
ish and Christian sacrifices. The first per-
tained chiefly to the purification of the flesh,
the last to that of the conscience. Both were
designed o secure ‘privilege, and open the
way to pardon. Both were to offer mercy
to the penitent, to invite the sinnernear, to ex-
press and put within the reach of afl a state of
reconciliation with God.  And if the former
sacrifices could do this, how much more the
latter ! The blood of Christ can purge the
conscience, must purge the conscience, from
dead works o serve the living God.  That
is its design. That, if properly regarded,
thank(ully, peniteutly and faithfully improv-
ed, will be its cfficacy and salvation.

« "'his is our understanding of that large
class ol passages which speak of the blood
or aacrifice of Cliist, and counect with his
deuth sacrificial terms.  He was a sacrifice,
required, not by the justice of God to .sal_is('y
it, or by the mnercy of God to make it free,
but by the sins of. men to remove theim.
' I1e appeared lo pul away sin by the sucri-
fice of himself’; to put it away, to subdue
its power, o destroy its dominion, and thus
gave from its condemnation. ¢ Christ was
once oflered to bear the sins of many’ ; to,bear
them in the same sense in which he * took
our infirmites, and bare our sickness,’ as
Matthew explaing Isaiah,  And John says:
+ Behold the Liamb of God, who taketh away
tho sins of the world.! Can sin be taken
away, except by heing subdued 7 * Can it bo
pubdued, cxeept by a moral power, the spi-

it but livle to repair the melancholy loss, be
forced to weep in despair over the tuin 1
Lhad made"—Iicv. Dr. Greenwood.

rocious, aflords the surest and quickest pas-
sage to the first places at the nation's dispo-
sal,we have nothing in prospect but wars and
runors of wars, for generations to come ; and
every new swarm of aspirants for publie fa-
vor willwork their way to power and oftice
by fomenting discord and stirring up the
waters of strife,"—Hev. A, L. Peabody.

«The world has sullered from nothing so
much as fron: false ideas of greatness.  The
passion for military glory has beenthe fruit-
ful ecause of slavery, bloodshed, and erime.
Row little has the experience of its fatal re-
sults bitherto done to teach men wisdom —
How is this deadly charm ever to be broken
save by the formation of a nobler idea, the
creation of a betier tong, the ercetion of the
true stondard?  In Jesus Christ the real
greatness of our nature—the glory ofu puei-
tic, all-enduring temper is revealed.  Liet
him then be litied up before all eyes, and all
hearts will be touched, and the sword and
the spear and the banner bathed in blood
will be buried at the foot of' the eross, and
it will be felt that all other courage is fear,
all other glory shame, in comparison with
that spirit - which subducs by mercy and
reigns by sullering.”— Rep. TV, IL, Furness.

“What other unity can the Church pos-
sess, than that concert of sentiment which
flows from a cownmon sympathy with the
mind of Christ?  Disappointment has been
the invariable consequence of an attempt to
enforce a unity of doctrine or of discipline.
A unity of belief, if it go beyond the first
clements of Christian truth, or cven it it en-
ter into a minute explanation of these, will
be hollow aud unreal. A unity {founded up-
on obedience to the same ceclesiastical disci-
pline is a mere semblance.  The only true
union has its basis in sentiment.  The
Church is one, because its members are in-
formed by the same spirit, having drunk of
the saute spiritual fountain, which is Christ,
and been nourished on that bread of lie which
came down [rom heaven. The voluntary
consent of free minds, the accordant pulsa-
tion ot hearts untrammelled by forms or crecds
ol human device,—this constitutes the unity
of the Christian Church. I’hat unity is not
confined to earth, but embraces the saints
who have passed into heavens sivee there,
as well as here, the spirit of truth and love
reigns in cvery soul. I'he eircumstance
which determines unity is not that men think
alike, or worship alike, but that they are
alike. - This mukes a solid' and gracelul
unity, arising, as it does, not from external
pressure, but from spontaneous sympathy.”
— Rev. Dr. Gannett.

“ Old terms, old names, old forms, arc of-
ten retained long afiertheopinions they were
originally used to signity and cuforee have
been ouigrown and abandoned. When,
therefore, these at length are laid aside, it is
not so much because the people would em-
brace new opinions, but becawse they would
express more accurately those which they
have long held.  With regard toa large pro-
portion of the serious and iutelligent mem-
bers of the community, 1 believe that if they
understood Unitarianism aright, and would
take the trouble to compare it witli their own
convictions, they would find them 1o agree.
They would find many of them, to their great
surprise, not only that they are now, but

¢The Father!  Inthis one word what
consoling, strengthening, enobling truth is
wrapt up! In this single view of God, how
much is there to bind us to him, with strong,
indissoluble, ever-growing love, and to
make workhip, not only our chief duty, but
our highest privilege and joy! Who eannot
comprehend the dignity and blessedness of
such worship 7"—Rev. Dr. Channing.

“We say, that to hang the chanees of sal-
vation upon speculative opinions, or to osti-
mate the worth of character by doetrinal
conclusions, is utterly subversive of Protest-
antism. We arc rejoiced to see the gradual
melioration of public sentiment upon this
subject. Most happy are we 10 own, that
vast bodies of those conneeted with creed.
founded churches are most charitable and
gencrous in their proctical Christianity.—
But we can never cease to protest against
creeds, while they continue 1o lay traps for
the human conscience, to impose shackles
uponr human understanding, or to aflord
lurking-places for bigotry and theological
hatred. "T'ooppose them is the first distine-
tive principle of Liberal Christiavity, as the
emancipation of the human soul was the
great object of the Cospel itsell; and until
thought is free, and the private conscience
revered, and the individual man recognized
as more sacred than churches and establish-
ments and articles of faith, the everlasting
Gospel will not bave [airly begun its glorious
work of human redemption'—Rev. E. W.
Bellows.

“ Should it onee be established that milita-
ry rehown, achieved in warlare, however at-

thatthiey always have been, Unitarians ; be-
lieving that Jesus Christ is a distinet being
from the Fahier, and that the Father alone
is God."—Rcv. Dr. Walker.

“We certainly know that much of what
is called Christian nurture only serves to
make the subject of religion odious, and that,
as nearly as we can discover, in exact pro-
portion to the amount of religious teaching
received..... ... Something iswanted that
is better than teaching, something that tran-
scends mere cflort, and will work,~~the love-
liness of a good life, the repose of faith, the
confidenco of righteous ekpectation, the sa-
cred and cheerful liberty of the spirit,—all
glowing about the young soul, as a warm
and genial nature, and forming in it, by me-
thods that are silent and imperceptible, a
spirit of duty and religious obedience to God,
This only is Christian nurture, the nurture
ofthe Lord.. ... -

s« And this is the very idca of Christian
education, that it begins with nurture or cul-
tvation. And the intention is that the Chris-
tian lifc and spirit of the parent shall flow
into the mind of the ¢hild, 1o blend with his
incipient and half-formed cxercises; that
they shall thus Beget their own goad within
him, their thoughts, opinions, faith, and love,
which are ta become a little more, and yet a
little more his own separate character......
‘We. are never, al any age, so independent
as to be wholly out of' the reach of organic
Jaws which aflect our character. All society
isorgnanic—the Chureh, the state, the school;
the family, and there is a spirit in each ofthese
organisms peculiar to itsclf, and more or loss

character, and, to some extent at least, sove-
reign over the individunl man. . ... .. . The
child is only more within the power of or-
ganic laws thau we all are. We possess
only o mixed individnality ail ovr life long,
A pure,separate,individual man, living whol-
{y within and trom himsclf, is a mere fietion.
No such person ever existed, or ever can. T
nced not say this view of an organic connes-
tion of character subsisting between parent
and child lnys a basis for notions of Christinn
edueation far ditterent from those which now
prevaily under the cover of a merely fictitious
and mischievous individualism.”— Rep. Dr.

Bushnell.

“There is one grand, all-comprchending
Churchs; and it f am a Christian I belong to
it, and 1o man can shut me out ofit.  You
may exclude me from your Roman Church,
your Episcopal Church and your Calvinistic
Church on account of sapposed defeets in my
creed or my seet, and I am content to be ex-
cluded. DBut1 will not be severed from the
great body of Christ.  Who shall sunder me
from such men us Fenclon, and Pascal, and
Borromeo, from Archbishop Leighton, Jere-
my Taylor, and Jolin Howard? = Who can
rupture the spiritual boud betweenthese men
and myself? A pure mind is free of the
universe. It belongs tothe Church, the fam-
ily of the pure, in all worlds. Virtue is no
loeal thing. This is the bond of' the Uni-
versal Church.  No man can be excommu-
nicated from it but by himself, by the death
of goodness in bis own breast.”—Rev. Dr.
Channing.

*We boast onr light; but il we look not
wiscly on the sun itsclf, it strikes us into
darkness.  The light which we have gained
was given us, not to be ever smring on, but
by it to discover ouward things more remate
from our knowledge. Tt is not the unfrock-
ing of « priest, the unmitring of 2 bishop, and
the removing him from off' the presbyterian
shoulders, that will make us a happy nation.
Noj; il other things as great in the Ghureh
be not looked into and reformed, we have
looked so long upon the blaze that Zwinglius
and Calvin have beaconed up to us, that we
arestark blind. To be still scarching what
we know not by what we know, still closing
up truth to.truth as we find i,—Tfor all her
bady is homogeneal and proportional,—this
is the golden rule in theology as well as in
arithinetic; and works up the best harmony
in a church. . Not the forced and outward
unjon of cold, and - neutral, and inwardly
divided minds.”—.John Milton.

“ Mighty powers arc at work in the world.
‘Who can stay them?  God's word has gone
forth, and it cannot return w him void.” A
new comprehensionof (he Christian spirit,—
anew reveretce for humanity, a new feeling
of brotherhood, and of all men's relation to
tl'xe common Father,—1his s among  the
signs of our times.  We see it. Do we not
feel it? Belore this, all oppressions are to
full.  Society, silently pervaded by this, is
to change its aspect of universal warfare for
peace.  The power of selfishness, all-grasp-
ing and seemingly invincible, isto yield to this
diviner energy. The song of angels, “*Ou carth
peace,” will nat always sound as fction. O
come, thou kingdom of hieaven, for which we
daily pray! Come, Friend and Saviour of
the race, who didst shed thy blood upen
the cross to reconcile man to man, and earth
to heaven!  Come, ye predicted ages of
righteousness and love, for which the faithful
have so long yearned!  Come, Father Al-
mighty, and crown with thine omnipotence
the humble strivings of thy children to sub-
vert oppression and wrong, to spread light
and freedom, peace and joy, the truth and
spirit of thy Son, through the whole earth I"*
—Rev. Dr. Channing.

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY.

Let us dismiss these lying vanities, and
regulate our lives by the truth and soberness
of the New T'estament. Benevolence is not
in word and intongue,but in deed and in truth.
Itis a business with men as they are, and
with human life as drawn by the rough band
of experience. It is a duty which you must
perform at the eall of principle, though there
be no voice of eloquence to give splendor to
your exertions, and no music or poetry to
lead your willing footsteps through the bow-
ers ol enchantment. Itis not the impulse.of
high and extatic emetion. Tt is an exertion
of prineiple.  You must go to the poor
man’s coltage, though no verdure flourish
around it, and no rivulet be nigh to delight
you by the gentleness of its murmurs. — If
you look for the romantic simplicity ol fiction,
you will be disappointed ; but itis your duty
topersevere, in spite of every disconragement.

principle—not a dream of rapture for the fan-
¢y to indulge in, but a business for the hand
to'execule. '

hostile, more or less favorable to religious

Benevolence is not merely "a feeling, but a -
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