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HaviNg in our last number touched on-.the leading mcldents
of Cuvier’s privaie llfe, and mcnlloned some traits illustrative of
his clmnctel, it now remains that we should turn our attention
to his pubhc career,: and. consider the: influence he has had..on
- science, . and the part he played:as_ a legislator . and a politician:
" His earliest dcquamtnnce iwith the- Animal: Kingdom' seems to :
.~ have been.made throu ghits tiniest, mhabnants—-the insecl-tribes
" and so great was his admiration of the wonders.displayed in their
..organization, that-in after life he has been heard fo say, “If 1’ '
~ had not studied- insects from choice when; I was at college, . I
o should h..we done so later, from a conviction of its necessnty ?

“/ w.An.anecdote  is related of him by M. Audouin,.in, his Dls-
. course, read at the Entomological Society - of Pans, which
: proves still further the' value he set upon such’ pursuits. ‘A
-young student of medicinc came to him one day, and .venfured
“to tell him, that he had discovered something new and remarka--
ble in dissecting n human subject. * Are youan Entnmologist ¥
“asked M. Cuvier.—* No,’ replied. the student.—* Well, then,’
returned M. Cuvier,. ‘gd and anatomjse "an insect, I care not
_which, the largest you can find, then re-consider your observa-
tion, and .if it appear 1o be correct, I will believe.you on_your
word.’ -The young man submitted cheerfully to the proof; and
soon after, having acquired more skill and more judgment, wont



