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THIEE OLD ANDTHE NIEW,

It isalmost too «0o4, consutering that
theyear 12 has noe yet died out, to pass
judigment upon at, as m s remaining
days events may occur wnch, thuush they
might not change the current of fustory,
may have a ereat deal to do in modifying
ongs estitate of its results. Toall ap-
pearance the year goes out with a recor ”
of tolerably general prospernty, thongh for
Victoria and British Columbia the pro-
press and the suceesses of the twelve
months have not been equai te those of the
like period ending o yearage. The indus
tries special to the Provinee of Brjtish
Colun bia have had wmaterial sct backs,
which hiave not heetn caused by anything
within themselves, but mthier by outside
influcuces—the supply of salnon having
beengreaterithanthedemandand thecateh
ing of xeal huving been prevented by sue-
ciul  understandingg hetween  Gizeat
Britain and the Unired Statee, the latter
having, however, assunied powers and
prevogatives which in no way appertxine!
to thetn., Then there was the smallpox
visitation, which alinndt paralszed every.
thing, and from whiel: it will ver take
sotue tinte o recove s However it mav
he hoped and expected that atter the holi
dayx are over affaies will ascsne muel of
their wanted  activity and proasperity
There are large and additional hanbering
cuterpriscs to which an impetus is heing
givea.whilescveralnew salmon canningin
dustricsare about to gainto operation. Our
niniug prospects were never better, and. as
for the coal trade, adviess from San Fran
cisco are most encdumging.  In o’her de
partments  the outlook promi<ing
and thouzh some of the sealers are geing
out of thc business others of them are
consalidating and placding thausehgs an ¢
Leiter feoling to carry  on opcrations
There i’ a much better feeling manifested
in ordinary businevs | the Christmas and
New Year's trade appears to have been
better thau hiad been tonked for, and on
the whoic the year 1868 will conie in with
far fewer clouds overshadowing it than
many had feared. We tra t that our an
ticipations may prove 1o e corrert, aud
fecling as wo do conzratulate our readers
on the prospect,
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THEOUTEOING 08 NCIHL,
Jodging from asl  eaperiences onc
wauld hanlly have supposed that the se.
tirinz Ronsd of Mdemnen had cnough go

last few mectings accredit them.  They
actually worked and only found time to
crack a few sorry jokes at the expense of
« dozen miserable turkeys which warere-
ported to have been plucked alive by deni-
zens of Chinatown.  Unless there was
some  special  provision of the law
relating to  the suppression of cruelty
it ough* ot to have mattered muchunder
what classification the creatures came
with which it is possible that some of the
funsy men may yet undertake to pack
thetr capacious paunches. Their fun, how-
ever, in the instance referred to, nas, to
say the least of it, ghastly ; still. eaxcept
for the unmanliness of the anlair,
the city can well nitord to allow them to
call ofY for recreation considering the un
wonted amount of labior they performed,

The Citizens Committee have chosen
their tidhet. It is an improvement ; it
seemns to us to give promise of & more
business lihe persvanel on the tivor of the
council chamber. Taken as a wholeit is
one that will he more aceeptable to many
who not seldom have refrained from vot.
ing beeanse the candidates did not come
up to the standard which they had set up.
As we have repeatedly insisted, Victoria
is passing a eritical juacture in its atlairs
amd requires its very best men to do it real
yoomen service. JL wants men of cnter-
prise, tuen of tact, men of common sense,
and, morcover, men of suflivient independ.
cuceto dare to call their souls their own,
aml not allow themselves to be hirow-
Leaten out of honest opinions legitimately
and after duce consideration arrived at. It
wants, however, no cranks who are
braze:s and igaorant enouzh to run amuck
of cservthingg and everybady.

We nant no s re plitieal Mayors, We
cannot see, for our part, how itcanbe
compatible with the true interests of any
conmmunity to have as its chief magistrmte
an ambividual prominently identificd with
way politinal patly inthe Prosincial Legis
avure. Vilics cutututinitios have sutleseld
vl thes accuunt. Manidipalitios Lol un
{requentiy arcwotipeiled 1o seck for speeial
I gislation, ot for cunsilerations of oue
kind or another, and althouch it miay be
said that having friends at Court isery
uscful, an independent Qemand upon the
Jazasiature 13 mure  likely to mcet
oith  hearty  vonwurrcier than  one
whuh comces dircetly and alimost solely
tuough  pattean channdds To dax.
\ sctetia hias inthie House three out of its
tour menlwers who almost invariably sote
agamst the Guiermnent, while the present.
Masor wany a titne went out of his way
from the municipal ¢hiair to denounce the
premier and the poliey of his associates.
It 18 trus lic polled a big vote when the
clections tovk place; bt there  were
~peaiat arcumstances which factored his
pretensions, and we are certain that, at
the present time, he could not possibly
recaiveanvthingiike the same endorsation.
Indeed, there are some who lioht that Iie
would be nowhere had hie again to try his
chances among the clectors.  Municipal
represcatation and parliamentary wecme
bernhip are twe different thinge.  Mayor
Beaven cither forgot or wilfully iznored
this and in conxeqquence his actions have
been such as we shouid not think were
calculated 10 predizpose the majotity of

in them toactualiy iransact theamount of
Lusincss wiath which the minutes of the ]

the House in favor of anything be might
be required toask for ki< constitucnts,

PANAMA CANAL SCANDALS,

France hay of late been almost convulsed
by the recent revelations in conncction
with the Danama Canal, These have
shown that in the highest circles~particu.
larly the politicat and journulistic oties-—
there lave been bribery and corruption
upon thc most cextensive scale, and that
newspapers and public men have sold
themselves for large amounts, which have
been deliberately and unblushingly stolen
out of the puekets of the hardworking and
simple farmers and land owners to whom
the name of De Lesseps was a talisman
that opened the lids of their strong boxes
and ather receptacles and induced them
to invest their hu=d carned savings in the
{ canal scheme which wasto largely increase
[l poureir ot la gloive of Fravce and in
addition make their locked up resources,
which they were otherwise afraid to
invest, a source of handsome protit. The
developments of late have shown how
srossly these unfortusiates have been
deceived and how heartlessly they have
been robbed and left without a dellar, not
having even the small satisfaction of
knowing that their money had served any
otlier purpose than to enrich respectable
blacklegs and confidence men.

In France, therc has always been an
clement—and one of normnall strength—
which has made itits business to endeavor
to turn to factional account any cause of
public unsctticment, and the Bonopartists
and the Bourbons have in conscquence
sought to fan jutu a tlame the cxpiring
cembers of so called loyalty to Monarchical
or Imperial institutions, However,
thouzh these men may succeed in creating
disturbance, their mutual jealousics are
such that they cannot comhine for con-
certed action, although in their individual
and sectional capicities they may be t.e
means of crusing disturbance and giving &
shatke to the republican institutions which
were rajudly  hecoming soliditied in the
respect, not to say esteem, of the n:asses,

The Panama Canal, however, it would
appear, 18 by nomeans a dexd project as
the govern:aent of the Repulaic of Colomn-
bin arc trying .o oltain authority to
undertake the work of counstruction or to
negotiate with any parties or companies
aho may be prepared to take up the
mattet. The rival Nicaragux enterprise
isalso being giten ax g eat an impetus as
posxinle, and it may be that matters being
as they are it »ill be regarded with
fucrcascdfavor, inasmuchasithassomead
santagesnot posseased by the othierscheme.
Eveary one now realizea thie great benefits
that would acerue from the carrying out of
any enterprise that would satisfacterily do
away with the delays and  dangers
attendant on the passage round Cape
Horn,

Tu first pubilished oflicial imformation
concerning the forcign trade of Germany
for 1N has just bLeen transmitted to the
U. S department, by Cansul General Ed.
wards at Derlin, It showx that 9} per
cent of Germanyx imports come from the
Taited States, while 1073 of her experts
come to the United States, Great Britain
hicaded the list of countrics with which
Gennany did business, furnishing 15 per
cent of imports and absorhing .0 per cen
of exports.




