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Union and fron Canada, with the vari-
ous professors, journalists, and trade
representatives, possibly sufficiently repre-
sented the varied conditions of the drug
trade throughout the length and breadth
of the western hemiisphere.

Tie American Pharniaceutical Associa.
tion is supposed to keep itself aloof as
muuch as possible from the ordinary affairs
of thle drug trade. 'lhe desire is to look
upoi itself as a scientific body for the ad-
vancement of pharmlîacy and the cognate
sciences; but for ail that they have a
mercantile section, and it lias been the
object of the association at eaci meeting
to elect as chiair.man on that section the
nost pronounced opponent obtainable to
the departmiental store and cutting evils.

You will sec at once how futile ail
efforts on the part of the association have
been in fighîting the eneimy, when I tell
you that not only by way of experiment,
but because of the ian's einineut intel-
lectual qualities, «Mr. Joseph Jacobs, of
Atlanta, GeDrgia, and a cutter of cutters,
was elected for S98 to that position.
Everybody now is wondering, as a matter
of course, whîat reniedies that gentleman
will be ready to recomnend ait the next
mîeeting.

'lie higher education of the pharma-
cist was, of course, a piominent topic,
and at one of the sessions I took the
liberty of pointing ont soie of Ihe good
features of our pliarinacy laws and of
the pharniaceutical tranng in Manitoba.

As Professor -lalberg, who was chair-
man of the session, very properly re-
narked: "Ii Canada you are much
in advance of the mother country in
plarmnaceutical legislation," and I feit like
rejoininîg, " and very much in advance of
yourselves." A compulsory curriculum is
an exception to the rule over there. Ii
fact, a college training is an unknown
quantity in many of the states, and Pro-
fessor Sayre, in a paper which lie read
at the meeting, urged what lie called the
:deal-niethod, viz. " The candidates for
recognition as registered pharimacist by
the State Baard of Phmarmacy must first
have a systematic course of traning in a
reputable school of a certain standard,
and niust possess a diplomîa certifying to
this fact, and then he exaninîed," plainly
showing that it is custonary and always
possible for young nien, by cramîming, to
pass state board examinations even with-
out having the slighîtest drug store ex-
perience.

But what about ourselves? Have we
reacled the acme of perfection in phar-

iaceutical training and education ? Very
far fromîî it. Are our mîethods of business
as professional pharmacists conducive to
the strengthening of the bonds connecting
us with our medical friends ? Thie cordial
relations between the physicianis and
pharmacists of the province, as referred
to by Mr. Howard in his paper at our
convention last July, nust in soie way
or other be made secure. This can be
acconplisled only by a little more self-
respect in .lifting ourselves up a few
noîches in the scale of education, and

thus placing pharmacy where it ouglht to
be, on a level with medicine. Equally
educated with the physician, not only will
there be mutual professional regard, but
the phariacist vili be looked up to and
be listened to more than ever before by
the publie. This first step would alike
be the first towards the gradual banish.
ment of patent iedicines fron our shelves.
It is tine for tlhe druggist to (luit heing
the mediuni for thiis br.inch of industry.
-le lias to long been the wihiing servant

of the public and lias been too thou.thî.
less of his inedical friends. Only by, fos.
tering and building up the professioial
side of his calling, can the pharmacist ex.
pect to be successful in his business. We
are not the only people alive to this fact.
On the other side of the line, they con-
sider as we do, tlat legislation should he
obtained to compel patent medicine man-
ufacturers to publish the fornulx on the
labels. Of course ve cannot lose sight
of Ile question of supply and demand of
the carryinug on of any branch of trade.
The rule holds just as nuch with the
drug business as with any other. Yet we
can, to a great extent, sten the tide in our
own favor by inaking the drug trade more
of a profession. If, in short, we becone
skilled in the art and science of phariacy
we shiall receive better attention fron the
public and the people will after awlile
learn to do away with selit-medication. In
the meantime it is tle paraimount duty
of the pharnacist to educate the public
out of the patent iedicine vice. I have
talked with muedical nien, who have en.
dorsed ny opinion vhich I have long
leld and shall continue to hold, thiat it is
perfectly riglt and judicious for the drug.
gists in certain instances to prescribe. A
custoner asks if a certain patent medi-
cne is good for a particular ailmuent.
low cati the dispenser behind the coun-

ter give a conscientious answer? Would
it not be better, and more professional of
L.im, to confess that lue did not know, but
to say that le could dispense some medi.
cine that would, Io the best of his belief,
prove beneficial. This would be just:fi.
able dispeising and much more satisfac-
tory to the iedical fraternity than tacitly
recommending a patent medicine, of the
composition of which nothing can be
k-nown. lhe doctor will readdy sec by
this ncans the possibility of dealing a
death blov to his worst eiieniy-tlhe pa-
lent medicine. 'Tli provision; lowever,
must be made, that the pharniacist shaîl
be comupetent enougli to discover the
truc aihnent of his custoner, and to fit
hinself for this position his training
should be in accordance with this viev.
1 do not say lue should diagnose, but
in simple cases, where the customiers
could not be expected to consult their
physicians, the pharnacist should cer-
tainlv have the privilege of dispensing.
But touching highuer ground there is still
more noney for the pharmacist if lue be-
come the truc helpnate of the physician.
It is possible for the former to do much of
the vork of the latter. Thie busy doctor
lias no time for urinalysis, and mnicrosco.

pical, and other work and would gladly
turn such ibor over to the scientific
pharmacist. The scientific pharmnacist,
bear in nind, must be scientific in the
strictest sense of the tern. IHe will then
inspire confidence in the phlysician on the
one side and in the public on the other.
Whilst speakin.g of the relationship of the
physician and the pharmiacist allow ie to
point out that there are very few druggtsts
who are awake to the importance of brmng.
ing tô the notice of the medical men, the
"National Forniulary of Unoflicial Pre.
parations " published by the Amierican
Plharmîaceutical Association. It is a book
thiat should be as famîiliar to the physician
as any standard work on physiology. It
should be, in (act, the physician's coin.
panion. Our niedical friends would not,
for instance, continue to prescribe elixir
of lactopeptine and be ignorant of what
tlhey were doing, but would turn to num-
ber 59 of the National Formulary and sec
for inemselves the composition of con-
pound digestive elixir. One could spend
an hour descanting on the merits of the
book ; but this address must corne to a
close and in conclusion I would strongly
urge immiediate action in securing the re-
forns herein outlned. The first step is
to do away wihl the third class ce;tifi.
cate requirenient. A young man before
entering his apprenticeship should be as
well educated as hewho entersasamedical
student. This fact is apparent if they are
subsequentlyto be placed.on the sane level.
Etither the faculty of arts preliminary ex-
ainiation or the mîedical entrance ex-
amination would he infinitely better tian
our wretclied makeslhilt of a s.called
prelininary. The stime lias arrived that
we should begin to iove for affiliation
with the university, and with this in view
it is iniperative for us to raise the entrance
standard. Dr. Hutton gave somte very
sound advice on this subject at last year's
convention. In the course of a year, or
two or three years, our finances will pro.
bably enable us to build a college for our-
selves either on the nedical college
grounds side by side asitwere, and whicl
vewould devoutly wish,orstandingproudly
by itself elsewhere. This is the expira-
tion of mxîy terni of office. I have tried to
do mîy best, and I sincerely hope mîy
successor vill bring these rmuch needed
refornis to an issue.

RESOL.UTION OP CONDOLENCE.

Moved by Mr. W. Pulford, seconded
by Mr. J. F. Howard,

" That this association in annîual ncet-
ing assenbled this day views with deep.
est regret the removal by death of one
of its most esteeied mîenbers, Dr. A.
Flening, of Brandon. Ve feel that the
province loses one of its best citizens:
the medical profession one of ils most
active and brilliant nemibers. and the
Pliarmaccutical Association a firni friend.
We fully endorse the following reimîarks
made by our president, Mr. Flexon, 01
his annual address bcfore the association.
' No country cas afford to lose mneln of
such incomparable qualities as were


