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Tne Reformed Church in America ro-
ports thisy ear 5,933 additions by profession,
and 74,597 members, showing an inoronso
from last yoar of 3,969 members,

Tux enthusinam begotten by the Prosby-
torian Union, whioh has just been acoom.
plished in England, has already brought
forth frunit, to the extent of two lay-mombers
endowing a Thoologioal chair each, and
anothor gentloman instituting a scholar-
ship amounting to thirty pounds per
annnm,

Accorpisg to srrangement, last Sabbath
was the ono appoiated for the delivery of
Historieal Dicconrscs in all the Churches of
the United States. These are to be
treasured up by the Historioal Society at
Philadelphia. What n mass of manusoript
will bo thus gathered togother! Think of
nearly seven thonsand sermons delivered
from Presbyterian pulpits alone, Add to
these those of the other Evangolical deno-
minations, and wore all these printed,
what a library would be oreated by the
authorship of a day.

Om1na is a country teeming with people.
They are finding their way from their over-
orowded oountry in all directions over Asia.
In Burmah and salong the strails of
Malaces, the Ohinese are in great force.
Rangoon, Maulmain, and Penang are full
of them. Ringapore is really a Chinese
town, though in tho possession of the
English, What with the Chinese in Cali.
fornis, and now even in New York, they
seem destined to pervade the earth like an
atmosphere. We may rest assured Provi.
dence has zome great end in view in thus
sending them broadesast over the world,

Lorp DuFrerIy, on a recent ocoasion, al-
Inded to the practice of transporting pet.
names into public life. His Lordship re-
ferred partienlarly to * Nellie,” the
daughter of go exalted n person as the
President of the Uniled States. The
publio Press insisted upon ocalling her by this
household word. He was amuged to find
Lady Dufferin spoken of in some paper by
the soubriguet of * Kate,” though he was at
a loss to know how it contrived to get it in
that phape. Lord Dufferin properly re-
bukes the evil, and his words will have
much weight on this side of the St. Law-
rence. Butwe question if even his influence
and anthority could put down a practice
which iz as deep rooted in Yankeo soil ag
heather is on a Scottish mountain,

Tag Irish DPresbyterian Church has
scemingly enterod upon a most hopeful
period of her history. Having been de.
livered from all connection with the State,
she has learned, in & comparatively short
time, the lesson of Iudopendence. Though
her average stipsnd or ministorial salary
falls short of that of her sister Churches
in Seotland and England, she is still mak-
ing hoadway in this partioulvr as sho is
undoubtedly in every other. This Churoh
stands second to none for tho faithful testi-
mony she has borne to the truth, and in
puch {rying ciroumstances as none of the
other Presbyterian Churches will over be
ealled npon to endure. Popery presentsin
Treland a deadly obstaclo to tho onward pro.
Bress of Protestaatism in that country.
"That the Irish Presbyterirn Churoh hLolds
her own, and is ever moving on the enemy,
is highly gratifying to all who have at
beart the interesis of Evangelieal Truth.

DoarnioNy Day was celebrated with the
usual patriotic ardor. It is estesmed by all
an important day in the ealondar of Cana-
da. It celebrates the coneolidation of the
various provinces into ome Dominion.
Young Canada is especially active on the
Annivezsary of the year when this colony
was advanced o the position of & Domin.
ion. Gunpowder and firo-works are made
$o do noble rervices. But a far more
waluable feature of the nationsl holiday
consists in the innumersilo exenrsions by
ses and rail which eusblo the thonsands of
sons and daughters of toil to onjoy a day
in the country and to luxariate amidst the
beantios of nature. Coming, as Dominjon
Day did on Saturday, an unusual oppor-
funity was afforded the hard wrought
denixens of visiting friends at a distance,
Theugh it was a day of charming rain and
well ealoulsted 11 add fo our sgricultural
wealth, we question if the coun 18 seakers
after “quiel resting places’” could calmly
and poelically contemplate and appreciate

THE PRESBYTERIAN COHURCH OF
ENGLAND.

At Livorpool, on Tuesday tho thirteonth
of Juno, the Union of the Engliste F'resby-
terian Ohareh and of the United Presbyter-
fan Churoh in England wae happily con-
snmieated. Previous to the marriage core-
mony, tho Synod of each of thaese denom-
inations mot in one of its own churoh build-
ings, snd attonded to varions matlors of
Susiness that had to bo discharged beforo
its funotions ag & Court wore to bo lost in
the greater Court which was abcnt to be
ostablished. At the same moment of time
the moimhers of oach Synod omerged from
the buildings in which their last transac-
tions wore carriod out, and marched in
procession along ditferont streots whioh
brought them simultaneonsly to the Phil-
harmonie Hall, Hore the members of the
two stroams pnrposely intermingled, thuas
both literally and ‘symbolionlly losing
thomeelves in one another. Within the
hall tho only sign that was prosent to the
oye ad to thore Leing two churches was the
nogessary complemont of two Moderators
sitting side by side, and equally discharg-
iog the dutics of Modorator. Suitable ex-
orcises wero conduoted by both tho presid-
iuy officers. Then followed the reading of
doouments and minutes by the Olorks of
both of tho original Synods. After which
the Moderators shoolt hands in token of
congratulation, and the mombers of hoth
the obmrches now made one followed
suit by warmly welcoming one anothor in-
to tho same fold. Rev. Dr. Dykes, so well
known 3 the suceessor of Rev. Dr, James
IIamilton, and as the author of seoveral
valuable books on Biblical subjects, consti-
tuted by prayer the first Synod of * the
Presbytorian Church of England,” and af-
torwards the Rev. Dr, Auderson, of Mor.
peth, was by acolamation eleoted Modera-
tor thereof. Dolegates from the Froo and
U. P. Churohes of Scotland, from Ireland
and Australia, were presout and took part
in the congratulatory exercises, The Phil.
harmenic Hall was crowded to excess by a
most appreciative audience, whose plaudite
wero of the most enthusiastic description,
The whole affair passed off with great
eclat, and in fact the union of these two
Churohes is considered everywhere--by
tho olergy of England, by the laity at large,
and by the secular as well as the religious
Pross of Britain—ay the great event of the
day.

And no wonder that it should be so con-
sidered. An ovent ofa similar nature oo-
curred the previous month in Edinburgh,
when the Freo Church received almost the
entire Reformed Ohurch of Seotland.
Though nothing could exceed this in im-
portance, as showing the {endencies of the
age in which we live, yot it was more like
the ocean receiving a shower of rain into
her bosom, than like two mighty streams
becoming one river. The English DPres-
byterian Union was quite slmilar to the
latter illustration. It was indeed the spec-
tacle of two great rivers becoming one in
the Providence of God. Like the Rhone
and the Arve in Switzorland whick meet at
& point not far distant from where the
former emerges pure and clear from Lake
Geneva, the two rivers for a short dia-,
tance preservo & separats channelin a com.
ner or bed, but shortly they are so mingled
that the waters of the one are lostin those
ofthe other. The English and the U. P.
Churches rapidly flowed into one, and in a
fow minutes all distinetive qualitios wers
completely and forever lost sight of. If
one of these bodies is less, numerically and
in influence, than the other, it is because
the other has had a fooling in England for
6o much longer time. It was only a fow
yearssince the U. P. Churoh of Scotland
began vigorously to strike root on the
Southern soil. Beginning with one or two
ministers for the whole ocountry, it alcendy
nvmbers one hundred and six churches,
and commands a large and steadily in-
creasing income., Tha Free Church side
properly dates back to the time when tho
Church in England was Presbyterisn, a
time of fruitfal productiveness for the
Preshylerian cause, when we remember
wo owo to it the Westminster Confeesion
of Faith and the Catechisme. It was only,
however, in 1886 that this section of the
Church began to grow into life and worthy
proportions. At its Synod held May of
the current year, there wore one hundred

and ffty-six chureches reported in
connexion with it. They were sup-
porting of themselves =an impor-

taut mission in China, and they were
able to announce that the atipend of every
clergyman had reached the handsome sum
oftwo hundred pounds sterling, a larger
smount in fact ihan the equal dividend of
the Fres Church of Seotlnnd Susteniation
Fund for the present year. 'We ghould
stato that there was a third constitnent
element in this union, though as it consists
but of one congregation, it is, of course,
convenient to speak of the Presbyterian
Churoh of England as having been consti-
futed by the two bodies referred to, This
was the only remaining ocongregation in
Englaad oonnecied with the Reformed
Presbyterinn Church of Seotland. This is

the falling showers.

an interesting fact to remember that at the

vory time the whole of the Reformed
Chureh of Scotland passed almoat in
ontiroty over to the Froe Chureb, the only
congregation in convestion with that time
Lonoured denomination in England passed
into corporato feilowship with the nowly
nnited ohuroh of that country; a!xowing
how markedly Gad is woerking at different
points of the earth in suoh & way ns fo
unito his dear ohildren in one. It shows
that whon everything is ripe for suoh a
movement, nothing will ovean stand in
tho way of its secomplishmoent. And bo-
onuse of thiz well recognised prineiple, we
sre hoveful that a s:ill grander union than
that of the Fros and Reformed Churches
will take plaoe in Seotland within our pre.
sont generation. Tho Bstablisired, the
Treo, tho U, P. Charohes all ssem far
from it at this moment. In the twinkling
of an oyo it will bo brought about. The
union of tho TFroo and U. P. Churches in
Eingland paroly leads us to anticipate a
similav event happoning between the
Churches of the same namo in Sootland.
And though we allow fthora ave speoial
barriors in the way to union botween the
Establisched and tho other Preabyterian
Churches in Seotland, yst wo must confoss
wo would not wonder to seo this accom-
plished at no distant date, and by ways
and means whioh as yot do not appear
50 potont is the Spirit of God when ha
begina {o move on tho churohes !

Tt is impossible to ovorestimate the im-
portanoe of this Presbyterian union in
England, Tt menus, of course, the con-
golidation of forces. It meaus the pro-
viding of snifable chnrchos and of earnest
and eloquent pastors for the Presbyterian
community in England. It signifies that
8 noew centro of Posbyterian influence and
work has been planied. But it signifies
far more than this. It means Presbyier.
ianism for England. For the church of
this name wherever favourably planted is
bound to grow. It would have grown
much more rapidly in England but for
State influences and the ignorance of the
people. Itis bonndto grow now that it
is such & powerful body, with ample means
at its command, and with a territory not
rich only ag to the fruits of the soil, but
with a people so generous as they are by
naturs, and becoming so practically in.
tolligent through the educating influences
of the age, 'We expect to see at no distant
date the familiar Presbyterian Church and
manso and school in every English hamlet,
and to count the city songregations of
Presbyterians” by thousands. Through
natural laws alons, this is indeed sure to
take place, and when we add to this the
large mensure of grace which may be ex.
peoted to come down from Heaven upon
such & body of Christians, our expectations
are no longer to be considered as day
dreams, but of such a nature that they will
be far more than realised.

Wr congratulato the President and Peo-
ple of the United States upon the grest
success which has attended the celebration
services of the Fourth. This anniversury
marked the enfrance of our neighbors upon
the seccnd century of their history, It was
therefore no ordinary ooeasion. At Phila-
delphia, the Centennial Capital, tho sor-
vices were peculiarly interssting and
varied, Tmmense throngs crowded the
Exhibition Buildings, Those who were
privileged to be present can never have the
gcene obliterated from their hearts.
Throughout the other Siates there were
appropriate and enthusiastic services.
There was probably throughout the whole
land & greater exhibition of intellectual fire
than of physical. Hitherto the Fourth has
been made the oseasion of a sorry display
of fireworks, Smail boys, and big boys for
that matter, gloried in the liberty of using
fire.arms to their hearts’ contemt, It
amounted to a great intolerablo nuisance
that practically spoiled the annual holiday
to quietly disposed citizons, IXf the second
contury of Ameriean history is to be mark-
ed rather by intellectual fire, we {rust that
it will not be all buncombe, but that the
spoech-making and literatare of the Fourth
will be worthy of the great Republic. Tt
is gratifying to notice how thoroughly the
Amerioans in other conntries have gone in
for the worthy celebration of the Centen-
nial holiday. That the officials of every
country have been roady to take partin
the celebration with their American resi.
dents, shows the important influence ex-
ercised by the United States upon the
world’s industries and commeree.

At the annual meeting of the Canada
Presbyterian congregation, Wroxeter, the
membors presented their esteemod pastor,
Rev, George Brown, with the handsome
sum of eighty-one dollars, as & token of
their appreciation of his valuable services.

Tax Woodstock Sentinel says:—* The
Rev. Mr. Btevenson, formerly pastor of
the Methodist Church here, but now &
minister of the Oanada Presbyterian body,
has slong with his family teken up his
residence in Woodstook for the summer.
Mr, Stevenson is one of Oanada’s most
eloquent clergymen,”

DR- MUTOHEMORE AWD OLERIVAL
ROBES.

In the intorosting desoription of Toronto
afairs, which wo published In our last
eumbor, from the pen of Rev. Dr., Mutch.
more, and whioli appeared in the Phila-
delphin Presbyterian, wo wers amused as
our oye fell npon the following, * We saw
& comparalively snall man pub on the
gown of & slalwart Seoichman, covering
him from neck to hoel, in the tremendons-
ly warm woathor of last week. Wo were
unoomfortable at the sight of bis struggles
within the trammeling folds ; it gave us &
smothoring sonsation ¢ seo him making
desperato thrusts to put ius hands through
the long 3leeves in which, by his boat
offorts, wo conld only soo tho ends of hia
groat fingers, until woaried and wilted, ho
had tho good sense to drop off the cppres.
eive load at the begiuning of the sermon,”

Wo doubt not thero wag some incongra.
ity bolweon the small man and the big
gown, Thero would have beer no less if
the olexgyman in question had eneased
himself in Dr. Mutchmore's broadeloih,
American writers soize ovory opportunity
of having a chy at pulpit dress, Bat our
sminblo friend, Dr. Mutchmore, will at
onoe see that the fault was not in the gown,
but in & little man woaring the gown of a
stalwart Scotohman. Would it have made
any differenco if the small clergyman had
appeared in the pulpit in the prnts and
vest of the same stalwart Scotchman, Wo
would suggest that evory pulpit Zacsheus
should oarry his own gown, and unot thus
bo at the meroy of oireumstances,

Then there must be something wrong
abont the * oppreseive load." The gown
proporly worn is intended to be the light.
oot dress on record. From the description,
the little man must have beon foolish
enough to woar the silk oloak over his or-
dinary olothes, That would make & use-
lessly oppressivo load indeed, We do not
wondor he was glad to get rid of it. Worn
with & light oassook, and with a gown
properly made of very light silk, there is
no dress whiock ean compete with this to be
worn during such weather ss we are hay-
ing. Like everything else, the gown is, of
oourse, sadly abused. When it is made of
heavy material, and eluborately lined, and
hung with weighty tassels, it may in the
eyes of some have a superioracademiolook
about it, but it will only be it to be worn
by some stalwart preacher who ig utterly
unconscious of heat or anything else. We
always shudder when we read of some
popular pastor receiving the gift of a gown
made of the heaviest silk that oan be woven.
What wearying and wilting are in store for
him! His lady friends are indeed heap-
ing coals of fire not upon bis head but upon
his whole body,

1t is customary for Americans to $hink
and speak of pulpit dress ag a kind of oler.
ical foppery that is beyond toleration.
Now, we think it is all the other way. He
caunot be said to be tempted into foppery
who wears the same silk gown from Sab-
bath to Sabbath, and for many years in
succossion. The gown exoludes from view
the tailor’s newest cat and fashion. 'The
danger of foppery all lies with those who
appear in the pulpit in ordinary dress. He
oan show to advantage everything he has
upon his person. Thero is room for variety
of dress and fashion. In this way the
preacher, if he be stalwart and well-propor-
tioned, can show off his person to advantago,
In fact, withont & gown, there is danger
all the tie of the minister being painfully
solf-conscious as fo matters of external
ornament.

The subject of gowns has a deoper inter.
est than might at first appear. Lot us ro-
momber that the gown was at one time the
common dress of men, It ig even now
worn as an every day garb in many coun-
tries. And the bands are simply the
ancient collar, which was at one time cir-
cular, then oval, and again protruding over
the chest, Now, clergymon are the most
conservative of men. After a fashion or
oustom has disappoared from general so-
ciety, it atill olings to them., And so, long
after the ordinary gown was altered into
the tight-fitting coat, and pants were em-
ployed to cover the limbs, the olergy atill
clang to the ancient dress. But at length,
88 they were forced {0 conform to the overy
day fashion, the gown beoame the official
dress. The gown and bauds were used in
the porformance of public duties. It is an
interesting confirmation of this that the
Pope to this day wenrs officially the ancient
Roman toga or gown.

But wo havo still to add that every man
likes to have n dress suited to his work,
A tailor on his bench, & brick-Iayer on the
house, a mechanie with his working tools,
would feel very uneasy with his Sunday
clothes on his back. Andso the gown of
the preacher is not a yoke, It is au easy
flowing garment, in which gestioulation is
gracefully made. It is adapted to the ever
changing atfitudes and wmotions of the
speaker. Itis a dress that may bo made
to apeak itself by him who knows how to
use it. We doubt uot the Roman and
Grecisn orators were rendersd doubly elo.
quent by means of the graceful garments
they wore. Aud then we Liave {0 oonsider

——
that & man who is placed ina promineng
position bofore an aundience necds s dresy
that will magnify his person. Othorwige,
to the distant speciator he looks like s
goarcorowy—all armsandlegs, Tho Greck
soulptor knew this princlple well who under.
took to provido a statiio to bo placed on 4
lofty building, fa» above the spectators, H,
mado the statue large and massive so that
when onoeatood near it, it did not appoarlike
araan, and every owe langhed it to scorn,
Lut when it was raised to its plaoe, every ong
was in raptures with its expressive sym.
metry. In the same way, tho olergyman
in his gown and bands will be felt to have
raore prosence, than ho who appesrs in g
tight-fitting dress.

It is evident that Dr. Mutohmiore con.
sidors pulpit gowns as anti-Amorican, I}
may do very woll for ministers in the old
country or in Canada to woar thom when
olothes are noeded to preserve tho arti.
ficial distinotions of gocioty. In the United
States it is takon for granted thore are no
such distinotions, and that robes of
ofice aro out of place. And yot it is a re.
markablo faot that in most of the pietures
wo have of Awmerican clergymen in the
olden timos, thoy are gonerally dressed in
gowns and bands. In the Presbyterian
Re-union Memorial Volwme, we observe
an engraving of the Communion in the
olden times, being dispensed in the open
air under the shadows of trees. The min.
jsler in this case appears in official dress,
We know of the existence of not a few
paintings of eminont Awerican olorgymen,
whore they appear in the oustomary robe
of office. In New York alone, let Dr,
Mutochmore observe, that the very best
proachers wear gowns—suoh men, for ex.
ample, as Dr. Hall, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Ormis.
ton, Dr, Paxton, Dr. Hamiltion; and we
observe that the gown is becoming more
and more popular in the Empire City.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

The following is a reply from President
Grant to the Editor of the Sunday-School
Times, Philadelphia: ¢ Your favour of
yesterday, asking a message from me to
the children and youth of tho United
Statos, to acoompany your Centennial
number, is this moment received. My
advice to Sunday-schools, no matter what
their denomination, is: Hold fast to the
Bible as tho sheet-anchor of your liber.
ties; writo ita precepts in your honrts, and
practise them in your lives. To the in.
fluence of this book are we indebied for
all the progress made in true civilization,
and to this we must look as our guide in
the future, Rightoousness exaiteth a
nation; but sin is a reproach to any
people.”

We question whethor any Ruler or Presi.
den! ever wrote wiser words than these,
Presidont Grant, with all that is said to
the contrary, is a man of gieat common
gonse, and knows when and how to say the
right thing, His bon mof concerning the
Bible in the Public Schools is treasured by
the Christian community in the States,
and will tell powerfully on the future of
education in that land, Thore is some.
tung peculiarly happy in the nbove com.
munication to the Editor of the Sunday-
School Times. A noticeablo element is
its recognition of the Sabbath.school as &
groat Christian agency., The mportance
of traininy the rising goneration in wis.
dom’s ways is emphnsizad. Tho President
imports the fragranco of sn uunsectarian
tone into his fow but pregnant words,
when he speaks to Sabbath-schools of ali
denominationy. But his lelter is rpecially
significant when he says * Xold fast to the
Bible." He thus recognises the Bible as
the book of books for the Sabbath-schools.
It is an opportune thought considering the
manifest tendenoy to fritter away the time
of tho school in mere singing and pleasant
talk, mstead of teachers addressing them-
selves to the great lask of thoroughly
grounding the children in the knowledge
of the Word of God. This should he the
object of every teacher to have every ohild
know as much of Seripture rs poasible.
Lot the Dible have a prominent place in
every Sabbath-school.

Bat the President says much more than
thiz. It becomes him as tho Ghief Magis-
trate to point out the influence of the Bible
in securing civil liberly, in clevating the
moral and iutellectual standard of the
people, iu securing the progress of civiliza-
tiou, n advancing science, art, poetry and
phdosophy. Tha quoted Secriptural sen-
tenco with which tho letter concludes
caunot ve 100 strongly urged, wviz.:
“ Righteousness oxalteth a nation ; but sin
is 5 reproach to any people.” No better
illustration of this could bo seen than in
the history of the Anglo-Saxon race, which
with all its faults, bus madoe substantial
progress because of the reverence it has
given to the Bible and sacred things.

The President, in the above fow words,
has dolivered » more important message,
ne aflectiug Christianity and the world,
than any one of his official massages.

Tag Presbytery of London will meet dn
the 11th July, st two p.n., and not on the
4th as previously announced.




