{sqreportéd is over 8,000;ithe families over’
" 1,600, and ‘the communicants 2000 It

“ eoand & Co.dve e nssare the ministry,
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iohops. Prunswics,, Wil ! ;
& whelming majority.of that,Province are
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. every way.

. satisfactory in another.  Is is consoling

., tiegin the Dominion, that ourlaw on that
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#iesbytery of St.  John — Interesting
Statistics — The School Question in
New Brunswick — Personal — Rev'd
Richard Smith, D.D,, of Londondersy,

Tho Presbytery of St. Johm has just
hold its quacterly meeting, and so manch
business had it to transact that it took
two entire days to get through it. Boe.
sides *the ordinary. routine work there
was the Annual Report on the State of
Religion, propared by v Committee, and
based.on answers to queries which were
sent to Sessions about the end of Tast
year; there wag o Report on Statistics ;
& congiderable nmount of Home Mission
work ; the cxamination and bearing of
the trials of a candidate for licence ;
the visitation of one of the city con-
gregations; the nomination of a can.
didate for the Moderatorship of the
Synal, ctc., cte., 1t was a very har.
moniousand satisfactory meeting, though
not so largely attended by the members
as it might have heen. There were ouly
threa Llders present, and one of the
three onl , was from the city in which the

.court met. One of ﬂxqg{'@}s{qgg came over
-60 miles, and the remaining one 107.
It is greatly to be regrefted that Elders,
at least in this Province, and in o few
cages Ministers, make such poor at.
tendance on the meetings of the Pros-
bytery.

The Report on Statistics was pre-
pared with some labour, and-presented
a large amount of information. 'There
aro at present 21 cougregations under
the caro of the Presbytery, 18 of which
have pastors, and 6 or 8 mission stations,
The aggrogate population ox adheveuty

will 'be seen by this that wmany of
the congregutions camnot be large,
which is the ense. The extent of the
congregations, that 13 of these in the
country, is large enough, some of tho
ministers having distercts not less than
40 mules by 20, and sowe cven lurger
than that, withfromfivetoseven preach-
ing places. On this feuture I need not
dwell, ng in thc more thinly peopled
portions of the Upper Provinces the
same rule prevails.  About $16,000
were paid to all objects during the year,
There is n small increase over the pro.
vious year iu the sums paid to the pas-
tors, and o more considerablo increase
in tue contributionsmadeto theschemes
of the Church. While there is much
in the entire report to encoursge there
is also & great deal to be done yet in
Tne Presbytery however
manifests an earnestness and o vigor to
do the work that lics before them.
Never was it more manifest than at this
mecting thatthey ave girding themselves
to the task of overcomingthediflicultics
that are in the way, andsufliciently for-
midable those ditficuities ave. The cir-
culation of the Jeecord, in the bounds of
the Presby tery, is 650, orabout anaver-
ageofone to twoanld-a-halffumilies anda
gross increase of more than 100 over
the previous year.

The discussion that was raised in
Parliament on the School Bill which
was passed by the Legislature of this
Province over o year ago, wasvery satis-
factory in one way and was not at all

Lo, know from the highest legal authori-

question is in no way inéonsistent with
. the Act of Coufederation, and therefore
thatitis unassailableonthatside. Allthe
members of the ministry that spoke
were unequivoeal enough on that point.
It is not satisfuctory to have frowm the
utterance of the sume ministers that
their personal biag is strongly in favor
of separate schonls, and that they
recormmuenited the aguators to continue
agitation in the sphere that is legitimate
to thewn, namely m tho Legislature that
passed the Bill. ‘Thay might have saved
themselves the troublo of offering such
counsel : 16 wus entirely & work of
supercrogation. . Messrs. Anglin, Ren-

would have followed that course without
fuil, whether such sapient advice wero |
given or not. These gentlemen and |
$heir confreros are nover tired of quot-
ing Quebec as an example to New
5 Brunswick,, telling. us,_that ihe, over-

80 generons as o givo soparate Schools ‘ parents will he less ansious nbout the | tant pastor, who had originated the dis- ’
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of God in & public_open manner, and

to the Protestant handful, why then me |
we s0 ungracious as to withold the same |
boon from the Roman Cnthohies Lare ?

Those that argue in that way inast either strwmentality, whith God has placed iu - and infidelity. The Bible, he concluded, |

welfare of their quildren ufter the cur ‘
tain of night has fillen npon them. X

2. The charch vnght tu etployan in- '

cugsion e to Bt. Peter over having heen
in Rome. He showed that the two
great evils of Italy now were superstition

’gtezalepztz_;!ﬁxm_ﬁ:* .

A little gl wanted to suy that she
, had a fan, but had forgotten tho name,
50 sho denenibedat as o thing to brush

bo very ignorant o gresily deovaved. | ity hand for the accomplishment of ko Was the cflicient remedy and snfoguard; | the warm off you with.”

That many of the people are the former
I do not doubt, Lut there is aa little
doubt that no ignoramce whatcver
characterises the newspaper writers and
parliamentary ovators, whose work it is
or oughit to be, to mould public oy.inim,
The latter know very well that thor
1s no comparisun between the law «f
Coramon Schivuls in Quebee aud #1 -
sane law in this Province. The Low in
Quebee is intensely sectarian, it is one |
ontirely in the interest of the ("wureh of !
Rome; the law that is now in oeration '
in this Provinee is non-sectaring to the !
core, }If Protestant children attend the !
schools in Quebee prosclytising in- |
finences are brought to bear on them
cvery day and every hour of the day,the
books, and the surrowidings. and tho
teaching are all meant to point in that
direction, prominently and palpably that
is their character. But here the faith
of no child ean be tampored with, either
through the eyo ov the ear. It is grossly
dishonest for any man that nows any-
thing about the question to argue from
analogy in that case.

I mentioned in a former lotter that
Dx. Porter was coming over to this Con-
tinent to represent the Presbyterian
Church in Iveland. Siuco then I learn
that another eminent ropresentative of
the samo Church is on his way, probably
has arrived by the time these words arc
written. I had the news first in o pri-
vate letter frosn his former colleaguo and
convener of the Colonial Mission, and
sinec then I read o notice of the same
in the religious papers of New York nnd
Philadeiphia. Ireferto Richiard Smyth,
D.D., and Professor of Systematic The-
ology in Magace College. If a newspriper
correspondent can be supposed to lhave
any personality, which is doubtful, some
of the organs of opinion in Nova Scotin
notwithstanding, I might add that he is
a very respected friend of my own., I
rémember with pride and affection the
days I spent in his.classes. He did not
fill the chair that he does now, but that
of Hebrew and Exegetics. DBesides being
highly successful s & professor, ho is
also pre-ominent as « preacher, and no
man in the Church to which he belongs
wiclds a greater influence as a leader in
church courts. He has been Moderator
of Assembly for two years in succession,
and wag probably the youngest mun ever
ruised there to that office. -
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St. Johm, May 9, 1872.

TOTAL ABSTINENCE IN THE
CHURCH.

Sditor Barrisit AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Sir,—I have thought it expedient to
address a few words to you on the sub-
Jeet of Temperance, reguosting the favor
of their insertion, a short time previous
to the meeting of the Assembly in Juno
noxt.

T have no doubt 1t is the earnest con-
viction of many, ns well as myself, that
the Church, as such, onght to take a
more active lead in advaucing this good
cause. We would not be without good
precedents in such an undertaking.
The Free Church of Scotland has a
Temperance Committee now, as I see
from ** The Free Church Record ;" and
our Republican neighbors ave quite en-
thusiastic in the matter, being repre-
sented in the General Assembly by such
men as Dr. Cayler and others, wlhose
praiso is in all the churches; while I
understand the United Presbyterians
have given earncst heed to tho advance-
ment of ‘Total Abstinence, as the only
satisfactory and radical cure of the wide
spread cvils of strong drink.  So much
for good company; now for u little argu-
raent, which may be regarded as more
convineing:—1. It is surely best for tho
Church of God to lead and guide any
movenrent which has been proved to be
really for the good of the public. Many
do not admire the rather quixetic dis-
play which has often been associnted

with  the cause. Banners  and
regalin, Iate hours and dancing
will  never convert a  wicked

world to God. Besides children and
young people aro muchbetter caleulated
to be mipressed for good when assem-
bled with their parents and guardians,
the pastor being at their head explain.
ing tho true principles of Temperance,
than when crowded up in some lodge-
room which may nover be sanctified
cither by prayer or the reading of God's
Holy Word. Let the congregation as-
somble along with others of God's peo-
ple if you will aud do battle in the name

much good. '

Welnow that maway sho Lave beon
the victims of drunhencso ave now seated
every Lord's Day in the hause of God,
“ clothed and in thetr right mind,” whe.
had it not Leen for the cffurts of Tem
perance men, to all haman nppearance
at least, would yet be holdiug their un
guilly riot dwring the sucred hours of e
votion—breaking God's Sabbath and’
forsuking His sanctuary, !

Let the church then examine the snb-
Jjeat noxt General Assembly {for you see,
sie, that I am not entering mto details)
and let an Assembly's stunding com-
mitte bo appointed so that a full investi-
gation may be made whethier it is not
our duty to take more definite steps,
thun have ever been taken before as re-
gards this important matter.

Might there not be an association
formed, for the more systematically
advancing those measures which pertain
to Total abstinence?  To iutluence the
legislnture cf the Land, for instance, in
order that the whole nuisunee counected
with the manufacturing and sale of
strong drink may be brought to an end,
and so to educate our people in the
mean time, that, when such & law may
be passed, there shall be eno:gh of
moral force to cmry it into goud effect ?
8urely it is high time something more
definito was done, when we who are at
the head of sessions are continually
grioved, by tlie loss of those, who, to all
haman appearance, were it not for this
sin, might be ornaments to society and
an honor to the church.

There was a man of my awn congreya.
tion, who otherwise was of nmost amia. |
ble disposition, overcome by thig vice.
He was reproved by the session, sus-
pended, and finally excomunicated. I
pleaded with him to abstain from strong
drink, distinetly showed him the sin of
his course, entreatod him, and prayed
with him and his; all in vain.

What was the tragical result? He
met with o fatal accident, and his dead
body was brought home to his heart-
broken wife and discousolate children on
an awfully solemin Subbath morning last
fall. What minister lives, of anylength-
ened oxperience, who could not tell a
similar tale of death easily traceable to
tho hatefully intoxieating cup ?

Let me, in conclusion, quote the fol
lowing :—¢ Mr. Arnot, of Rdinburgh,
whoso noble conntenance and soul-stir-
ring appeals have justly captivated so
many audiences on cither side of the
Atlantie, said, when charged with ex-
citement when spenking on total ab-
stinence: ¢ People need not tell me that
I am excited on these questions, I know
that I am. I should be ashamed before
God and man if I were not. There is
more in the public-houses of Glasgow to
stir the spirit of & minister than all that
Paul snid at Athens, In my ministry I
meet the horrid fruits of those whiskey.
shops. I see men and women perishing
in these pit-falls. ‘The number of the
victims is so great that it overwhelms
me. My brain is burning, my heart is
breaking. The charch is asleep, and
the world too, and they are huggiug each
other. I am weary with holdingin. I
must ery, 1 would rather be regarded
singular in the judmnent of men than
be unfaithful in the judgment of God.'

If, then, we have such o man as tho
great Arnot spenking after this manner
mn good old Scotland. may thero not be
a possibility that, if we had more of his
spirit amongst us, wo mignt likewise
have more of his earnest utterances.

I am, 8ir,
Yours most sincerely,
PASTOR.

BIBLE SOCIETY.

The first anunal meeting of this So-
ciety in Rome, held on March 4th, in
the Argentina Theatre, was oven o moro
spirited gathering than tho cable ac-
count at that time mdicated. Accord-
ing to a reportin the London Christian:

Pere yacinthe was greeted with
bursts of applanse and delivered a pow-
orful address. He dwelt upon the com-
mon ground of sympathy and convic-
tion between himself and the Protes-
tants, nanmely, the acceptance of the
Holy Seriptures as_supreme authority,
the abhorrence of a1} deviation from the
standard of primitive Christianity, and
the resolution to withstand the exagger-
ated pretensions of the Papr.oy.

Next spoke Signor Wi, a Protes-

{

THE ITALIAN

-
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theso sacred wnitings had proved the
{ truo beacon and gmdo of eilization. | theran pastor for some brief summary

The Roman Cathohe clergy, m heepiny

had neatralized their proper influenee,
and frustrated the great purposes fu

Frederiek the Great ouce askedn Lun

pof the cvidences of Christinnity  He

i them back from the people, or sapply- | simply repliod ;- The  Jews, your
. ing them only with notes and comments, | Majesty.”

(  The ancient Sasons used to cugrave
t upon cextuin square stichs, about a foot

which they had been given to ma, |1y Jength the course of the moon fur the

ation from the denptures, and

other u debusing superstition.
Signor Gavazzi followed. THis long

address was characterized by his usual

ing objects dear to all Italian Protes-
tants. IHe showed that Protestants do
not forsnke the standard of the ancient
faith, but that, on the contrary, the Ro-
manists are the apostates, 1 abandon-
g the principlesof the apustolic church.
The Instoric Church of Rome hiad been
founded by St. Paul, and the great ob-
Jeet was to restore it to its true charac-
ter and purer life.

Bignor Rabettr and Signor Pons, pas-
tors of the Waldensian church in Rome,
next spoke, dwelling on the necessity of
a reformed and cordially-accepted faith
as the eflicient means of exalting the
Italian character and promoting the irne
national welfare.

Among the English speakers were
Admiral Fishbourne ; Rev. Mr. Hanal-
ton, of Rome, Rev. Hemy West, of
Monkstown ; Mr. Bruce of the Bible So-
ciety ; and Mr. Wall, o zealous ovangel-
ist.  Their addresses were interpreted
to the audience. The mecling was
closed with an extempore prayer by Mr.
Wall.

It is difficult to realize the importance
of this meeting. Romans and Ttalians
publicly holding n meeting for the cir-
culntion of the Bible in Rome and Italy,
and assembling openly in, Rome itself,
within sight of the Vatican! .

&

STILL ERECT.

Bishop Strossmayer was the most
cloquent opposer of the *¢ Infallibility "
dogma in the Council at Rome. 'The
newspapers generally have Iately an-
nonnead his submission to the Ultra-
montanists, but L' Isperance, the Re form
Catholic journal recently begun in Rome,
denics the report. It says:  Different
journals have announced the subniission
of Bishop Strossmayer to the doctrine
of papal infallibility. We are in a posi-
tion to assure our readers in the most
express manner that M. Strossmayer
has not made any submission, or re-
tracted any of the positions which lie
maintained so brilliantly before the
Council of the Vatican.” = We are glad
to hear of this instance of self-respect
and courago amidst the many deplor-
able cxamples of submission in the
Catholic hicrarchy. The priestly office
throughout the world has ~cen sadly
disparaged by the treason of the Catho-
lic prelates to truth and conscience in
this case. Strossmayer stands now al-
most alone among the bishops in its
vindieation.  Greai as he is, the vindi-
cation can be little more than personal;
the intelligent world will respect him,
but hardly his class. How long can we
be certain of his integrity may yot be a
question, after & gradual falling away of
so many others. It is fortunate, per-
hinps, that he is within the Turkish
dominion.  Neighboring Austria, ac-
cording to late reports, goes, as of old,
to the Ultramontanists—her court at
least. Of course her hicrarchy will go
with the court—or, rather the latter
with the former.— Independent,

AN EDUCATED MINISTRY.

Uneducated peoplo are as apt to dis-
cover the presence of a thinker in the
pulpit, as the most cultivated people in
the audience.  Mind, acting with native
vigor, will demand » response, and will
receivo it, cven if tho hearors are in
humble stations, aud have enjoyed but
few literary advantages. But a drove;
¢ dullaxd ; o man who deals out plati-
tudes of dreary desolations, will disgust
the cducated, and weary all classes of
his heavers.—Baltimore Episzopal Metho-
dist.

A new spelling is proposed for the
first word in the phirase ‘¢ personal con-
secration to Christ.” It should be
purse-and-all.  Those who scow! when
the contribution-box comes around will
please take notice.

i whenee had armenou one sido an alien | whole vf the yeur , such carved sticks
i thic § they ealied al-mon-aght, litorally all

moon-heed, Lence our modern word, al
manac.
i Lot amuasements fill up the chinks of

sfervor. dramatic power, and fluency. j your existence, not the grent spaces
» He advised o full cooperation with the | thereof,
. linghish vehgious societies, for promot. s Dunicl took his prayers, - with his

Let your plessures be taken

windows wpen, pleasures which need
not cause u single blush on an ingenu-
ous check.—Parker,

A Protestant gentleman being trium-
phantly asked by a Roman Catholic,
* Where was your church before Luther?"
rephed:  Did you wash your face this
mormng M Yes.” ¢ Well, then,
where was your face bofore it was
washed ?”

Good, kind, true, huly words dropped
in conversation may belittle thouglit of,
but they are hike seeds of flower or fruit-
ful tree falling by the wayside, borne by
some bird afar, haply thereafter tofringo
with beauty some barren mountain side,
or to make glad some lonely wilderness.

“ Live in the sight of God. This is
what heaven will be—the eternal pre-
sence of God. Do nothing you would
not like God to sce; say nothing you
would not like Him to hear; write no.
thing you would not like Him to read,
aud read nothing of which yon would
not like God to say, ¢ Show it to me.'"

If Iwere suddenly asked to given
proof of the goodness of God to us, I
think I should say that it is most mani-
fested in the exquisite difference he has
made between the souls of women and
men, so as to create tho possibility of
the most charming companionship that
the mind of man cun imagine,—{rthur
Ielps.

Do not think of one falsity as harm-
less, and another as slight, and another
as unintended. ~ Cast them all aside;
they may be light and accidental, but
they are ugly soot from the smoke of
the pit, for all that, and it is better that
ourhearts shiould be swept clean of them,
without oncearo asto whichisthe largest
or blackest.—Ruskin,

I am quite sure it is 2 most solemn
duty to cultivate our understandings to
tho uttermost, for I have seen the "evil
moral conseqitences of fanaticism to a
groator degree than I over expected to
seo them rewlized ; and I am satisfied
that a neglected tellect is fur oftener
the cause of mischie{ to & man than a
perverted or overvalued one,~—Dr,  Ar.
nold.

It is not truth which makes man
worthy, but the striving after truth.
If God in Ihs right hand held every
truth, and in His left the one inward
impulse after truth, although with the
condition that I should err forevor, and
bade mo choose, I would humbly incline
to the left hand, saying, O Father, give
me that; pwe truth for thee alone.~—
Lessing. .

What makes yon green hill so beauti-
ful ?  Not the outstanding peak, or
stately elm, but the bright sward
which clothes its slopes, composed of
inmuncrable blades of grass. It is of
small things that @ great life is made
up; and he who will acknowledge no
lifo as great, save that which is buib u
of great things, will find little in Bible
characters to admire or copy.

Wo can understand, I think, the pos-
sibility that the worst sinsin real char-
acter and in ultimate results may’ not
be the blackest in present appearance
or immediate consequences.  We can »
understand that thore may bo forms of
evil which arc so subtle, deep and de-
ceptive as not to give much clew to
their cxistence until they have done
their dreadful work.

To thousands this is no fiction, no
illusion of un overheated imagination.
To-dny, to-morrow, every duy in the
thousands, tho end of the world is close
at hand. And why should we fear it ?
We walk here as in the crypts of life;
attimes, from the great cagedral,ubove
us wo can hear the organ and the ‘chant-
ing of the choir; we see the light stream
through the open door when someé
friend goes np before us; and shall we
foar fo mount the narrow staircase of
the grave, that loads us out of this un-
cortain twilight into the serene mansions
of the life"cternal #—Langfellow,




