
THE ADVISElI.

back of the puipit, bohdiy advanced atîd gai-e
rue bis hand It was unexpected hy me anid al
present, and produced a shockc of clectriu-ity.
The wvhole congregation foît if, but chiefiy iliat
aged wornrn of whiom WCo have éspokzeri. Thîlil
w-as hier son, hor favorite son-lier Bieîjaunin.
No soorier hrad hie stepped lorward flian ail lier
objectionsw'ere silencod. ler hieart wvas inuit-
ton wviti reoerse for ftice opposition silo hiau
showvn te fier daui,,hter, and withdrawiîîg a littie
aside sile rspolie an ew iverds te au ol gentleman
whe preved te bie lier husband; they hotu, witl
tears and sobs, pressed througlr tlic congregatioiî
and as they carne sile bockioned lier dangçlîtcî to
corne along wvith lier, whiclî imnrediately sile
did? an(l thenî sons-iui-law aîîd tlîeir ivives, înaki-
ing a large family circle, stood side by aide to
confess tlîoir faiflu in tire Lord Jestis Christ.

Iivas fruly a season cf festivify aird gladiiess.
\Ve heard thoir confession, and tlint affernoon,
before sunset, ive wvent te the beautiful streani
and introdueed tluom irîto the Kingrdom by tlic
institîited ordinaxîce of Christian baptismi.

Wec loft seon afier, and kno'v net heîv thcy
lived, but hope aîîd trust, that by continued
obedience te the doctrine îvhich la aceording te
godliness, fhey may enter into fie oecrlasting-
kingdom ef eut Lord Jesus Christ.

Thiiîk net, reader, that we wverc lu too great
haste in our treatrnt ef tîmoso cases. Sufilice
it te say, that tlic King's business requires (dis-
patch ; anîd that we are juîstilicd, by ail wve rend
la the NL'ew Testament la ail cases of conversion.
This shoîîld silence the cavils of aIl i-ho objeet
te it.

The ceavorts made by John the Baptist, on cen-
fessien of tioir surs, were irnmediatciy baptizcd,
with tlue exception of flic Pbarises and Saddu-
cees wvhîo dernded baptism frem their fbosluly rc-
latioaship te Abrahiam and net because of their
rofomniation and need of forg,,ivoness. Ai Jerui
salein and Judea, and tlie region along tlice
Jordan, flocecd te lus baptisin and woe Permit-
ted the privilecre of submission te his erdinaîîce.

ho ilisay fliat John %vas iii te a great haste?
The saine is true wit tie cenvcrts nmade by

tire Messiall. Jeans raid, "folloir me",-aaid
thîey felioecd hirn. Te Zacelieus hoe said, "1make
Iiaste arnd corne down, for flua day salvatiori is
cerne te tiy lieuse," and lie forthîvitli obcyecd.
"Lot flic dead. bury their dead," said lie te an-
et her, w-ho framed an excuse, or rather hîad one
o>1 baud, wbieb Miost persons would deem -1 good
one;ý but ne)1 if ivas More important te fehiow
Josus, flan te disebarge the offices due te fice
dead-eo though if înay bce a dead fathem!

Ail flic Acts of tIe Apostles beleiig te flic
sanie catcgoy-thc Jailer, Lydia and lier lieuse-
bold, Saul of Tarsus, Coranelius and fanîily, flic
Ethiopiami, the flirce thiousand on fie Pcnficost,
and, indeed, ail others.

Thc commands and invitations or tire Gospel
are "To-day,"' auîd w-e sheuld. make haste te
obey flien. The îîeed of tlie sinner, h is peraIs-
ing cendition, and the dlaims ef thc Saviotur up-
on rebehhieus werld, deaudod prompt mensures

aird unreserved sîibinissioiî. "Xi "<is the ne-

Both renson and revclatiorî require Promrptitude
in V.ie mnatter of refIoriti and ohedlienc. Tliere
sliouild he no delay and temiporizing. No oric ever
liroke froni any sinl'ul habit by degrees-or the
cases ire cxtrenicly raie. The otly sale ardcer-
tain> w'ay is to break square of, and " touch nlot,
faste not, liandie not,''l'or the future. This istUic
law of snceess and the rul of action in ail such

.case-q, flifd Uic Gospel deals iih men on this
priuciple. IL niakzes ne0 provision for the fies)>.
It --ives no place t,> Uic Devi). It malkes 1>0

comîpromnises %vith the wvorld. If' we gatiier tnot.
with Christ, wc strew abroad ; if not for huai
wc are ag'ailist lm. 'Tutralacy is; worsc tlîan
bcirig hot or cold in the estimation of our KiîvT t

Our experience proves that this is ftie mst,
Sure aîîd successful incthod also or inaking dis-
ciples ; and 10vhiî ruade that tlîey arc the Most
fatitlîful and perserviîîg, if put undler proper dis-
cipilie, anrd suhjected to ie instruction and
governnicuit cf a ccîîîpeteîît Pastorate. Ihere
are feiwci, apostacies, less scandlai brouglît upoxi
the cause of Christ, anîd fewer cases of discipline
illider'this regimeiî than urider any thînt 1 have
heard of or kuown,

WCe have seeîî, that iii ail thc cases reporfed iii
the Acts cf the Aposties, the dennd for prompt
anîd ready obedience wvas both urged and zaccept.
cd. So sooîr as sinnîers becard and believed, thîey
wvere commianded, without delay, f0 repent and
ho baptit.d ii tire nîaine of tire Lord Jesuis. Ail
whvlo gladly received the word, fotbwith obeyed.
Thîcre arc rie reasons wliy aiuy chlange shrouid
takec place now in adinistering the ordinance
of haptisin to tire penitent believer.

If some corne into the Churcb, wvho ought net
to bc init, tarder thiis apestolic metlod of prcaeh.
mg tire Gospel; ho ay have becen kept eut

oftbe Churcb, under the prudeatial system,
whicli human wvisdom lias adopted, wlie ouglît
teb li iIt! The evils iwhich Iollow tire negleèet
of the apostehie precedent, are far greater thaa.
any that rnight arise frem a f00 strict adherencc
te if. What if sonie c7aff* is feuid. withi tire
wbleat at barvest, ah4411 tlic farmer carefulhy pass
throuigh his ficlds a:nd separate diligeutly tire
precious frein the vile before lie puts in tire
sicklc ? Sucli a precautiea Nvouid ruin blis bar-
vests, and expose tbemi te the winds and steraîs
of wiîîtcr. Ii ie grancery the good and thec bad
wilI botlibe fouud; but thre geod always surpas-
ses in amouat ie bad. The tirne of soparatien
is aftor tIe grain lias beeîf gatbered-incpicntly
and imperfectly bore, but more thoreîîghy lu
Uic hast day.y

In Uhechurebes plantod by tlic aposties, there
were Many fondÈ wli wcrc breuglit in mite thern
by the great swveep net of the Gospel, w]îe had
been better loft la the son.

There were înany breugit; irîto tire clîurches
planted by the apesties, w1h'e ouglit net te bave
been la tbem ; but tlic "1drag-nct" of tbe Gospel
enelosed them, and by a sert ef physical neoessity
tbcy wvereceompclcd te enter, and we must ex-
peet flic saine.


