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back of the pulpit, boldly advanced and gave
me his hand It was unexpected by me and all
present, and produced a shock of clectricity.
The whole congregation felt it, but chicefly that
aged woman of whom we have spoken. This
was her son, her favorite son—her Benjamin.
No sooner had he stepped torward thau all her
objections were silenced. Her heart was smit-
ten with remorse for the opposition she had
shown to her daughter, and withdrawing a little
aside she spoke a few words to an old gentleman.
who proved to be her husband; they both, with
tears and sobs, pressed through the congregation
and as they came she beckoned her daughter to
come along with her, which immediately she
did, and then sons-indaw and their wives, mak-
ing a large family circle, stood side by side to
confess their faith in the Lovd Jesus Chuist.

It was truly a season of festivity and gladuess.
We heard their confession, and that afternoon,
hefore sunset, we went to the beautiful stream
and introduced them into the Kingdom by the
instituted ordinance of Christian baptism.

We left soon after, and know not how they
lived, but hope and trust, that by continued
obedience to the doctrine which is according to
godliness, they may enter into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Think not, reader, that we were in too great
haste in our treatment of these cases. Suffiice
it to say, that the King’s business requires dis-
patch; and that we are justified, by all we read
in the New Testament in all cases of conversion.
This should silence the cavils of all who object
to it.

The converts made by John the Baptist, on con-
fession of their sins, were immediately baptized,
with the exception of the Pharises and Saddu-
cees who demanded baptism from their fleshly re-
lationship to Abraham and not because of their
reformation 2nd need of forgivencss. All Jeru-
salem and Judea, and the region along the
Jordan, flocked to his baptism and were permit-
ted the privilege of submssion to this ordinance.
Who will say that John was in to a great haste?

The same is true with the converts made by
the Messiah., Jesus said, ‘“follow me’—and
they followed him. To Zaccheus he said, “meke
haste and come down, for this day salvation is
come to thy house,” and he forthwith obeyed.
‘ Let the dead bury their dead,” said he to an-
other, who framed an excuse, or rather had one
on hand, which most persons would deem a good
one; but no! it was more important to follow
Jesus, than to discharge the offices due to the
dead—even though it may be a dead father!

All the Acts of the Apostles belong to the
same category—the Jailor, Lydia and her house-
hold, Saul of Tarsus, Cornelius and family, the
Ethiopian, the three thousand on the Penticost,
and, indeed, all others.

The commands and invitations of the Gospel
are ‘To-day,” and we should make haste to
obey them. The need of the sinner, his perish-
ing condition, and the claims of the Saviour up-

e N nc - Y

and unreserved submission. ¢ Now is the ac-
cepted time.  This i the day of salvation.”

Both reason and revelation vequire promptitude
in the matter of reform and obedience.  There
should be no delay and temporizing. No one ever
hroke from any sinful habit by degrees—or the
cases are extremely rave.  The only safe and cer-
tain way is to break squave off, and ““touch not,
taste not, handle not,” for the future. Thisis the
law of success and the rule of action in all such
cases, and the Gospel deals with men on this
priuciple. It makes no provision for the flesh.
It gives no place to the Devil, 1t makes no
compromises with the world. If we gather not
with Christ, we strew abroad; if not for him,
we are against him. Meutrality is worse than
being hot or cold in the estimation of our King !

Our experience proves that this is the most
sure and successful method also of making dis-
ciples; and when made, that they are the most
faithful and perserving, if put under proper dis-
cipline, and subjected to the instruction and
government of a competent Pastorate. There
are fewer apostacies, less scandal brought upon
the cause of Christ, and fewer cases of discipline
under this regimen than under any that I have
heard of or known,

We have seen, that in all the cases reported in
the Acts of the Apostles, the demand for prompt
and ready obedience was both urged and accept-
ed. Sosoon as sinners heard and believed, they
were commanded, without delay, to repent and
be baptized in the name of the iord Jesus,  All
who gladly received the word, forthwith obeyed,
There are no reasons why any change should
take placenow in administering the ordinance
of baptism to the penitent believer.

If some come into the Church, who ought not
tobe init, under this apostolic method of preach.
ing the Gospel ; how many have been kept out
of the Church, under the prudential system,
which human wisdom has adopted, who ought
to be init! The evils which follow the neglect
of the apostolic precedent, are far greater than
any that might arise from a too strict adherence
to it. What if some chaff is found with the
wheat at harvest, shyll the farmer carefully pass
through his ficlds and separate diligently the
precious from the vile before he puts in the
sickle ?  Such a precaution would ruin his har-
vests, and expose them to the winds and storms
of winter, In the granery the good and the bad
will both be found ;* but the good always surpas-
ses in amount the bad. The time of separation
is after the grain has been gathered—incipiently
and_imperfectly here, but more thoroughly in
the last day.

In the churches planted by the apostles, there
were many found who were brought in unto them
by the great sweep net of the Gospel, who had
been better left in the sea.

There were many brought into the churches
planted by the apostles, who. ought not to have
been in them ; but the ¢ drag-net” of the Gospel
enclosed them, and by a sort of physical necessity
they were compelled to enter, and we must ex-
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peet the same.



