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nncî, as it is said lu the 23rd verse, Ilthey (Paul
and Barnabas) liad ordaincd them Eidlers in
every cliurl."l Agrain in tho xx. chap. 28th
verse, ive rend-" Takze lîeed therefore unto
yourselves aud to ail tse floek ovor which tho
Holy Ghost hathi made you overseors" or Eiders-
Thc tixird la Puli writing to Titus, i. ch. 5th
verse-" For this cause loft I tisce ia orete that
thon shouldest set lu order thiings that a-ce
wanting(, and ordain Eiders lu evory city -as 1
liad appointed tbce." Now Paul was inspired.
Bamnabas, had been spccially separatod by thse
Spirit, and Titus Nvas sent by an Apostie on a

-special mission. Timothy liad a gift, (ii. Tim.
lat and Gth.) Oiily Apostles had power to bestow
gifts. (Sec Acts, viii. chap. Illi 2Oth and 2lst
verses.) Besides, the Apostle Paul says to
Titus-'" II had appointed tisce" to appoint or
ilordain Eideris."l TIns the conclusion is fairly
drawn that only those thse Holy Spirit inspired,
or those appointed for tise purposo by an in-
spirod porson, did appoint Elders, and mon eau-
ixot alter thse plan. Honce Paul could well say
to thse Eiders at Ephesus-"l Thse Hoiy Spirit
kms made you overseers." Therefore we have
1no menurs to appoint. a-q Ider now scripturaily
-no meaus to (rive one ail official distinction
among his ]3rethren in the churcli of Christ.
Ho is "lmaster and ail ye are,.Drethren." It
mnay be said thiero were E iders in tho primitive
chnrerh, so there wore Apostles, prophiets,
evaugrelists, pastors, (or as sorte say overseers,)
and teaehoers 5 but Paul tells us these were IItlU
w-o all corne in tise unity of the faith."1 They
wero extraordillary positions for extraordiuary
purposos and cxtraordinary tirnes, and were te
ceuse. If we.follow up flic inspired history il
iviil be ecrly sr-en that the office of Bishor

vas among' those that were to cease. Iu tise
oarly churches, before God's word %vas fufly
revoaiedl, spiritual gifts, or mon haviug pecaii
talents, wvcre ine-eded to direct tise disciples, aný
t'le 1-Ioly Spirit could discerni sncb nmen. PuI, ut
inspired mani, or a Timothy, or a Titus; ivitl
spiritual gi fts givenl by lPaul; or sonae othei
Apostie conld do thse sanme. But afier the dis
ciples became more acquainted with the gospe
planl of salvation, and haci. growa into settlcc
comînuniitios aftor beiing scattored abroad. Pote:
says-(lst Peter, v. chap. lat vre)"T
Eiders ('oîd mon) whichi are among you (disciples:
1 exhort, lvho also amn ail Eider, and so old il
Christ's cause that I have boon a witriess of thi

sufYoriugs of Christ, and also a partalier of tho
giory that shall be revcaied. Fecd the flock of
God which la among you, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint, (by olection,) but
ivillingly; flot for fiithy lucre, (no inoney for
timo spent, but of a ready mind, «. e. volun-
tariIy, spontaneously.) Neither as being lords
over (iu irgin overruling) God's horitage, but
being oxampios to, the flook, (not eertitinly by
wandoring- about from house to bouse, tattiers,
busybodies speaicing thinga thay ought flot, and
wvhoa the chiof shephord shall appoar ye shial

reCeive a crown of glory that fadeth not away,"
a mucli better reward titan imoney,'idleness, or
such likce things in this life. In the next verse
(the 5th) ho says, showving conclusively that it
was old disciples ho nieant-9l Likewise ye
youncr submit to, the eIder." Thus the old
men in Christ woero to, takie oversight, preside
and sco tlat thinga in tho congyregation were
donc decenàtiy ùind ini order. In the chair the
oid man isjust a'brother-"l alye are brethren."
Ho is subniitted to as an old disciple wbo bas
thought much of God's word, and has had its
precepts carefully stowod away in .is mind, and
consequently is ablo to, speak of them, for out
of thé abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh. As Peter laid down the mIle, there
ivill be no envy about officers-no canvassing, as
la the world, about elections croating, discord
and dissensions-no exeroising authority over
one another, but ail under the autbority of one
Master, -Chris½ making uuity, or in ?aul's Ian-
guage, "iail one."> Frorn sech passages and
arguments, it 13 clearly seon that EIders, as
official persons, were only appointed by the
Holy Spirit direetly or by thàse appoixited by
i Hm to do soý The old men or old disciples
are to preside or take the oversiglit ôf the con-
gregations, and thatýis to be done without any
expectation of pecuniary reward. If they visit,
it must be doife like any othor christian would
do it, that la as directed by James, i. chap. 27th

Lverse, who says-"l Pure religion and undefilod
rbefore God and the Father la this :-To, visit
.thse fathorless and -iidow ia thir affliction,"1 not

i to, get of their scanty.store, but- to givo some-
1 thing more than t'O say put -your trust iu God;
r. give me yonr means and I will taîk and .praty,

iwhicb are correct 'in their place, but surely flot
)the only tliingWs waated by a pôor 'widowed wo-

m an or-a starving 1'atherless chiid. In this way
will thé church of the living God shew they are


