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DRAWING NEAR.

As the 30th of June approachos, the in
toroat in our Bible Oompetition Increases.
Thoso who havealready competed can do 89
sgaln upon tho same terms as before, The
long lista of acknowladgments froms prize-
winners which we from timo to time pub-
lish, Is suflicient ovidenocs of tho disposition
and abllity of the publisher to carry out hia
engsgemonts, Thoso competing durlng, the
next fow waeks are almoat certain te sooure
one of tho largor prizes In the mlddle and
oonzolation rawards.

THE PAST PARLIAMERTARY B8ES-
SION.

Looking back npon tho sesslon just closod
no feollng can ariso zave pity for the oon-
dition to w'hich political life In this country
hascome. Thfs wo dounot say with the
characteristic spirlt of the pexaimlst wio
cannot zcs anything bright In sunshine
por s it penned from the standpoint of the
fault-finder, who szeta out ¢o be critical and
ocondempatory oven whero ko I grosaly
iguorant, To tho common-serse view of thoe
oaso we muat onco more address ourselves,

Now, Low much really valuable legiala-
tion hea been Intreduced into the Dominlon
Leghlature during the past semsicn? How
many of tho **acts to amend an act,”—we
are speaking of the searlon just passed—
have been worth as hour of the country's
time? Wo aroc awarc that ths *‘pgblio]s
over rovising its own opinion,” as Carxiyle
puts it, and that experisncs of the oparation
of any now leglilative measure must tellin
the coale.

Bat a numtar of our represontatives rever
ocaso tinkering with aote, and ths changea
they induoo the House to make are asldom
worth tho time lozt., Axa class the lawyere
of the House aro in thisrespect the groatest
nulsance, Nor do thoy tinker and change
always, or oven 1n & msjority of casos, bo-
cauze they bollevo that the propossd change
must be for tke bettor ; but purely for tks
sake ofgotting their namos before]the Houss,
into the papers, and before thelr constitu.
cncies and tho country, Tho writer has ofhn
acen an entire day wartod over a tnatter of
businesy thag the City Counsil of Torento
would dispose of In fiftcon minutes, A
great number of onr public men who are
regarded good speakoraaromers wind.bags,
Thoy protend to study a quostion, and real-
1y beliove that they kave studiod it; but
when thoy stand up in the House to talk,
sny person can soo  that they have looked
merely upon the sarfase, It is truo thata
great ramber of theso wind bags talk in
such & way as $o convinso the lfstener thet
thoy have somo smartvess ; for av a rule the
wind-bag isa Iawyer. The trade sfa hw-'
yer is to talk ; and abovo all gthar zhing:.q'
{a his trads to talk from tho ltxn
that suits bis own nterest, He is gu btn-
tented looking at tha ynrface as ho l:&: the
heart of & matter; and ho can make a
tposoh, quoting Brooms and Backa, .abexd
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a broom-haudle. There are two or thres
legal gentlomen bolonging to the Houss of
Oommeons who are consploucusat the bar.
for abllity to apply principles, and to pre-
son¥ & case ; such men aroalso prominent in

the rolo of loghhtor.
Bat the great bulk of talkiog members,

for all that, aro wind.bage; and thero isa
fair proportion of thit class of orator to bo
found in the Privy Coancil, Anybody whe
will turn to Hansard's roports for the last
serelon, ho will find that more than half the
session waa wasted In  disonsslng of ¢ soan-
dels,” and tho hanglng of a malefactor, pre-
porly sentenced, by a propor tribunal of the
opurtry, The remaining half was devoted
to business ; but tho amount of usef 1 busi-
nezs dons could bs accomplished, it eneand
all were bent npon work and not talk,ina

woek,

It may be, howsver, thas much of the talk,
not pertaining to business during the lato
soralon of Parllament did zoms good. It ree
vealed tho fao%, which some charitable pso-
ple refased bafore to believe, that oven thoso
Canzdian pablic men cf the highest repate
for probity, aro simply adventurers, and
ongago In political lle for the furtherance of
personal ends. The time will, we suppose,
come in Oanada when men will ait
In tho Parliamont as thoy do In Eag-
land, withont pay ; and when ¢ hooour of
a geat in Parltament will be a highor ambi-
tion, than the emolaments of & ecat. In
Canada the politiclan is nearly always on
the alert to ¢ turn a dollar ”* for himself or
bis frlends ; in Eogland money is not the
consideration, and you nover have prosented
to your gaze sach a spectaole as tho loiting
of tbat contract to Oaderdonk,

Bat corruption 1s not alons tho ruls In
political affafrs In this country, but 1t Is the
rule proclaimed, ¢‘To thoe viotors belong
the xpolla” 1s the motto of Sir John and his
party ; and his papers have glozied in her-
aldlog the dishonorable declaration,

No chango may ovsr bs expeoted to come
while ths presont political partles ralo th®
country. They aro in the ruts, the
samo rutd in which thoy havo travelled
since, at least, Confoderaton, and
thoy ocould herdly be expeoted to ocaat«
off theso methods, They hava  beoome not
the eeoond, but the fird, nutun -of .party*
TR slef then can cofng only irbm the yeung
men  bat thers s nofxrouna -whatsver for
bopo i the young i %fil bind thamsslvos
to tho car of tho,.oltf politioal sluners. We
allro]oxced tha\othor day at the eatablish.
mez} of the;Yonng Mer & Libaral Uslon;
but new #0 our sorrow wo perocivo that this
bbdy isto bo - hitched on to the croaky ar
nnilwhouy hores of thoparont.

.. Ay for Oonsorvatirm, thereis no talk so
far of -establishing a young men's party.
Davoﬁon to the chlef who has 1ad them s
)ngbvlotory, devotlon to the party It-
@, sosm to abrorb tho attentlon and the
enthutaxm of the followers. O! the two
t | partise—Consorvative and Rsformer—wo
roqard tho former &s the abler, and tho Iat.
gtar sa the purer, And we havo seen,

throngh & very long and melancholy experi
enoe, that virtuo and. medlocdty norer win

In any fleld ; elther In politics, wkich L tho
lowest of the oallkigs, or.in theslogy, which
i the highest,

Emphatio proof of poverty of bralns In
tho Reform party has been given us during
the Iato aesalon a$ Oltawa, With an oppor-
tunity sush as seldom comes to an Oppo.d-
tlon, that party rsturns from the Oapital
weakor and more discredited than it has
been alnoo the day that Jobhn A, Macdenald
rode triomphant to power upon Natlon&l
Poucyo

MRS, PRE GIDBBT OLBVELAND,

At last tho Prea'dent has taken his bride,
and the New York Sun announces, in lazge
black letters at ths top of a volaminous re-
port of tho wedding, that hehas ¢ whirked
her away to the mountaing for the Lonsy-
moon,” Miss Folsom is sald to be about 22;
and is dosoribed as a sensible, caitivated
and very handsome young person. Bat
judglog from the descriptions that ws have
read of the young woman frem time to time,
the portralts with which tho United States
pre:s has been teeming are not at all like
hor, In theze portraity thero is a heaviness
and a rigidity of outllne, a noze elightly
turned up and a head by meny odds too
Inrge,

Now Mias Folzem asdosoribed many wocks
ago was sald to have a
Cloar bm:l whito forehead crowned low down with

bale
Of gold u:d brown, more soft then sleop Or tears ;
Nose nemm stoall Doz gread bud £aight and fatr—
Liko pcught but emooth sox sholls her delicats
carn.

Look on this ploture, and on tho oconrse,
fiaring, valgar cartoonsin the New York Sun
and other Ameorican papers, and sso If you
will not feel tewptad to use ¥trong langusgs.

Wo aro glad for thezake of Miza Folsom-—
that wag—that this woddtng is ovar ; for Ui
anything in the world was ever.theroughly
sickenlng It was the daluge of newspaper
writipg that spread over the Siates re-
apeoting this matoh, Ouar American brethren
may snoer a8 much a8 they ko about the
fars our Epglish brothars mako over sochl
mattars ; bat suroly In thls respsot thoy
have {airly beaten. Eagland hersel’,

“All' thezo dozxus of columns of matter is

somothlog mora than mere ‘‘newspapsr
talk ;" It I+ nothing loas than mmobbery, and
snobbery of the most fatted, vunlgar kind,
PFanoy sstting out the entire wedding ser.
vix, tho very wordsol the ceremony, in
piwmt, and {aterpolating them with the ob.
ssrvations of tho journallst

Now this cort of thing might bs exoused
i€ My, Cloveland wore very distingulahed as
a statosman, and Misa Folsom prominent as
ap artist, authoress, philanthroplst, or oven
nolrese, But Mr, Oleveland iz lko his pre.
deoossor, tho Iate Alr, Gazfield, by no meany
ons of the most distioguished statosmon In
ths United States, duta mere compronise, { to,
Int us mako ouarselves plalo. Sapposing
that In tho Damooratio party there ba two
vory distingulahed men, oach ono aspiring |«
to Prealdential honora. Each man haz a fol.
lowing, and ono {s absut as powarlal aa tho
othar. The ocnvention ia called to chocza a
candidato for $he Prozsidenoy, and the bal.
loting commences, Ngither will give way

[ “~

beforo his rival, and tho oconsequenco Is
a threatsned split in the party, whioh wonld
mean a complete wreck of its fortunocs,
Then ocmes Inthe *dark borse,” a man
without much nams or individuality ; asors
of Chips.and-Porridge who Iacks epponeats
just as he lacks followers, Thus camelin
Garfield, acd in muoh a aimllar way cams
M, Cloveland, whoxe marxiago has shaken
republioan soolal life ¢o it foundations,
Now woe ropeat that unless the man is dis-
tinguiahed in some notable and worshy way
therois no justification for all this cap tos-
ging, Bat his bachalor lifo bas gofhosn
abeve reproach ; indeed upon his ‘persenal
oharacter thero ia a atain that all the waters
in the Mipslaippl oannot removs ; ner all
ko printer’s lok in the Rspublio ocoves up,
However, we repeat, we ars glad thatitis
over, Through & Washington osrrespon.
dent wo learn that nearly $100,000 worth
of presonts reached the White Hounso,
Sovoral Amerloan Minlstors and OCon.
soly-Genoral notified the Site Dopart-
ment that tholr presents had besn
sent, Tho oostly presents were displeyed
in the State dining-room, and were inspaotad
by thoguests after suppsar. Scoretary Lamar
prosentad a ont glessamelling bottls studded
with diamonds ; Seoretary and Mrs, Eadl.
cott gave four solld silver candlestioks,
large and masslive ; the Postmaster Goneral
a breastpin In ¢he form of a bowknot of
Btruzcan gold, the edges bordered with
dlamonds ; the Ssoretary of the pavyand
Mrs, Whitney a broooh in the shapsofa
branch withisaves and flowurs, all formed
Ia diamonds - Oollector Heddon, a platisum
salt dish on zoltd gold with esed pearl stud-.
dipg the fest 3 with this was xent n papper
elfter bearing an engraved sosno of the
revenuoe cutter waltlng for tho anrveyor to
godown tho bsy to mect the Noordland ;
from Surveyor Beattlo, of the Now York
Castom House, oame dismond bracelets
with appropriate Scriptaral qur atlons In
Hebrow on the olasp ; from Oengrozaman
Campbell, a zolld goll horseradish dish
with & gardensoene plckod out in dizmends
represanting tho opening In the thi:d aot of
¢ Paust” ; trom Qovernor Hill, of New
York, an claborats jewel case, witha Fronoh
muslo box attachment that plays delicions
alrs each timo a jewel Iz taken out orra.
torned ; from Hubert O. Thompson, a
valaablo jew lied Ohlness clock made Ia
Pekin, and valued at 8900, Not ono-third
of tho proscats have bson opened. From
My, Blaxel camo a larga dlamond flower to
be worn asa pin or as apendant
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