
THE CRITIC

the grcat emancipitar came in contact with the negro in a way
that did flot secm lik-ciy ta preposses faim in ravor of the race.
*fice boat was boarded by ncgro, rabbers, who were rcpuised only
afler a fray in which Abc got a 5car wvhich lac carried to the grave.
But hce saw with his own cyes slaves manaclcd and whipped at
New Orleans ; and'tbougb bais sympathies wcre flot ir-reaching,
the actual sight ai suffering neyer iailcd to niakc an impression
on bais niind. Il [n a 84a," he says, ini a letter to a fricnd, Ilyou
and 1 had togetiier a tcdious low-water trip on a steam boat (rom
Loui.ville tu St. Louis. You mnay rcmember, as 1 wcIl do, flint
front Louisville ta flic modthà of the Ohio, there were on board
ten or a dozen slaves sbackled together with irons. That sighit
was a continued forment to me, and 1 sec something like it cvery
aime 1 toucb thc Ohio or an>' other slave border." A negrophilist
lie neyer becanie Il 1 protest,» he said afterwards, wvheaî engaged
in the slavery controversy, Il against the counterfeit logic wbich
concludes that because 1 do not wvant a black woinan for a slave
1 inust nccssariiy want lier for a %vile. 1 nced flot have lier for
cubher. 1 can just leave hier alone. In sorne respects she certainly
is flot my equal ; -but iii lier natural right tu cat bread which she
caas with lier own hands she is my etjual and the equal of ail]
others." It would bc difficuit to put the case bcuter.

While ACbraham Lincoln was trading to New Orleans, bis
father, Thomas Lincoln, was an the move again. This time lie
migrated to Illinois, and there again shifted from place ta place,
gathering no mo!s, tili lie died as thriiîless and pour as he liad
lanct. WVe have, in latter year!s, an application from hlmi to his
son for money, to which the son responds iii a tone which in-
plies some douta as to thz strict accuracy of the ground on which
the oid gentleman's request was preferred. Their relations were
evidently flot ver>' affectionate, tibough there is nothing uanfilial in
Abe's conduct. Abraham himself drifted tu Salem on tho Sanga-
mon, in Illinois, twenty miles nortb-west of Springfield, wbere he
beccame cierk ini a new store, set up by Denton Offutt, with wvhom
lie hàid formed a connection in aneco ais trips to New Orleans.
Salem ivas tben a village of a dozen bouses, and the littlo- centre
of a sociery very like that of Pigeon Creek and its neighborhood,
but more decidedly western. WVe are told that Ilhere INr. Lin-
coin becanie acquainted witb a class oi men the 'world neyer saw
the like of belote or siaice. They were large men, -large in body
and large in nîind ; hard to whip and neyer to be fooled. They
were a bold, daring and reckless set ai nien ; tbey were men of
there own mind,-beieved wbat ivas demonstrable, were men of
great common sense. Wîîth these men 'Mr. Lincoln wvas tbrown ;
with them he believed and with thea, he mo.ved and almost bad
'his being. Theywiere sceptics ali-scoffers some. These scofférs
were goovU nacra, and their scoifs were protests against tbeology,-
loud protests against the follies of Christianity ; they had neyer
heard of theism and the new, and better religious thougbts of this
age. Hence, being natural sceptics'and being bold, brave men
thcy uattered their thougbts frecly. . . .'hey were on ail
occasions, wben oppotsunity offéred, dcbating the varnous ques-
ltions af Clînistianity among thcmseives ; they took their stand on
conimon sense and on their own souls ; and thoughi their argu-
ments werc rude and rough, no man could overthrow their homely
logic. They riddied ail divines, and nat tanfrequently made them
sceptics,.-disbelievcrs as bad as thcmselves. Tbey were a jovial,
'healtbftil, generous, truc and nianly set of people." It is evident
that W. Herndon, the speaker, is biraseif a disbeliever in Chris-
tiatiity, and addicted to the Ilnewer and better thought af this
age." He gives ane specimen which we have omitted for fear af
shocking aur tenders, of the theological criticiùm af these rcdoubt.

able logicians ()i natuire ; and wu are inciined to, infer iroiti it tbat
the divines whoin tiiey "' riddled Il and caîiverted ta sccptitism
nmust have beca.i childrcu of nature as. wchl .as tlîcnîsclves. 'l'ie
passage, hnwever, is a life-lake, thougli idealized, portrait ai the
Western man ; and the tendency ta religions scepticism of the
most daring kind is as truly iscribed ta laina as the rest.

Iscenms to be proved by conclusive evidence flhnt Mr. Lin-
coln shâred the sentiments ai bais conîpanions, and thit he was
ilever a nienber ai any Church, a behiever in the divinity of
Christ, or a Christian af any denomination. lle is described as
an avowcd, an open ircthinker, sornetinies boyderiaag on atlieisin,
goiaîg extrenie lengths agaiîîst Christian doctrines, and Ilshiocking"
nien whom it was 1)robably not very easy to shock. [ie even
ivraie a little îvork on Il Infidelity," attacking Clhnîstianiity in
general, and especial!y the belief that Jestis was the Son orGod;
but the inanuscript %vas destroyed by a prescient Cieit, wiîo kîiew
that its publication would [man the writer in the political mîarket.
There as reasoil ta believe that Burns contributed to Lincoln'à
scepticism, but hie dreîv It more dsrec-tly froin Volney', l'aine,
Humane and Gibbon. flis fats ai downright atheisîxi ajîpear ta
have been transient ; bis settled behief was theismn with a mon-
ality which, thougb lie ivas nal aware af it, lie land teally derived
from ,tbe Gospel. It is nuedless ta say that the case had never
bcen nationally presented to hini, and that bis ducision against
Christianity would prove nothing, even if bis mind had beeti more
powerfui tiaan ht was, 1lus theismi i-as nat saronîg enougli t s.ave
bim frnom deep)depression under iiiiiiortune; and we là*eard, on wliat
we thotaght it the tinie good authority, that aiten Chancellorsville,
he actually meditated siuicide. Lîke niany s-elt k.-, lie îîas fiable
ta superstition, espuc.lly tu the suà[,trstition af sei(consciousness,
a conviction that be wvas the subject ai a special dece miade by
some nameless and nîysterious powen. Even fronti a belief in
apparitions bie was flot free. "I fi as just aiter îny election, in
t86o," lie said ta bais Secnetary, John flay, Il Mien the news had
been coming an thick and fast all day, and tdiere had been a great
b urrah, boys Il' so that 1 %%as well tired, 1 went home ta test,

throwing myseif upon a louange inii ny chamber Opposite ta
whcre 1 Iay was a bureau witlî a swinging glass upon it ; and, on
looking in that glass, 1 saw niyself reflected nearly at full length;
but my face, 1 noticed, had two separate anîd dtstinct images, the
tl) of the nase ai one being about tltrç.c int-hes fromn thie tip ai the
other. 1 wvas a littie botliered, pcnh.îps startled, and got rap and
Iaoked in the glass ; but the illusion vaaiisbed. On lyiîîg down
again 1 saw it a second time-plainer, if passible, tlîan before ;
and tiien 1 noticcd thiat oîîe of the faces %vas a littie 1).-lcr-sty
tive shades-tîan the other. 1 git up and the thing mehîed
away ; and 1 weîît off and in the exittnient af the bour forgot
aIl about it,-nearly, but flot quite, fon the thing would once in a
whiie camle uil> aîd give mie .î pang, a% î}aough soniealiing uiieom-
fortable had happenced. Mien 1 %vent home 1 told an>' wiie about
it ;and in. a few days aftcrwards 1 tried the experament again,
îvhen, sure cnoîîgh, the tbîng Saine back agaili , but 1 neyer suc-
ceeded ti nringirig the gltu.-i ba,-1 atr allai, thougil 1 once tried
veny indusrously, tu shuw it ta any wiic, who waý, îvaried about
it somte%, 'Aat She rlîought it was 1a sign ' that 1 was ta bc clected
ta a second terni ai office, andi that the îîaleness of aoie ai the
faces ivas an amen that 1 slîould not sec hicé through the fast
terni.- 'hli apparition as, of course, -.&,bily c-xplained by refert!nce
ta a gecerally morbid tcxuperant aîîd a sîîeciall, cxcittd fancy.
Tbe impression which i made an thc mind of a scepi, noted
for neyer believing an anything îvhich ivas flot actuallv submitted
ta bais senses, is an instance ai the tendency of superstition, ta
creep iat the vaid kift in the heart by faithî,* and as sicb mnav lie
classcd vwîth the istrologit-al superstitions of the Runmaii Emire,
and of that later age ai religiotis and moral inlidelity of whicli
the praphet wis Mlaclitavelli. But if Mr. John Iiay ha; faithfully
repcaied Lincoln's words, a paint on whiclî ive xîîay là.-Ive aur
doubts wiîliaut prejudice tu Mr. liay's veracity, Mrs. Lincoln'i;
interpretation of tie vision is, ta say the least, a veny curious
coïncidence.

* Or rather, we presume, by the Jark ai it.-En).


