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jury. 'l'lie pr'essure~ of the gods '«as.-lighiter upon,
the Greeks than upon the E gyptianis, '«ho %vere
thieir teachers. It must be recollectecl that the
Father of M\edicinýe liveci at the timie '«heu Greece
'«as at bier bigliest pitcb, of greatncss. Hc wvas thie
conteniporary of Perides andl Socrates,-the tw'o
nmost cxtraordinary mien of utntiquity. Socrates ai-
nîitted the division betwcen tie natural and the
supernatural, and assignh d to eachi a distinct ani
'independent province. 1-ippocrates treatcd al
1phenonicna as at once 1 *oth divine and -scientificai-
ly deternîinablc. 1-lippocrates eau hiardly be said
to have atrputated at ail, as '«e understand thc 0op-

ation. Wce find the modification and growth of
the- procedure to hav'e begun less than -oo years
since. Th.1e'ligatur-e of Par(*- marks art cra ofniove-
aient but the changes '«ere slow of adoption. At
length, thie simple plan of the preseuit '«as conflrmied
by experience, and- as far as the ligature i n rela-
tion to its action ou the blood vessels is concernied,
nothing is left to be desired. Then the fornm of
flap becanie the subject of endless variation. It
scarcely seenîs possible t.o devise any lne .of cut
tlîat lias not been proposed. Long antedating the
forzîî of thîe '«ound, the surgeon had to zîîeet thîe
dangers of lîeniorrlîage. One is aniazcd that they,
came so uîear the modern plans andi yet mnissed
tlîeni. A '«ater dressing wvas the metbod of the

* Father, but dowui tbrougli the age evr nign

* able device in the shape of ointnieuîts '«as used by
surgeons. The recipes are amusing reading, but
hot p)rofitable at thîe present nmonment. Thei niove-
ment of the open wouud of necessity, to thîe closed
one auiti septically treated '«ith soluble ligatures and
sutures,. lias -been long ai-d slow, In amputation,
the customi of the auîcients '«as to pick away the
dead part and divide the boue higli up. Onie
stands aglîast at the sliapes their stunîps must
have assuiied. The atte;îîpts at primiary union
have seldoni l)een otlier thauî partial till thîe adveuît
of tie nmodern antiseptie nîethods.

Thei advent of the guniiot wound appeared
at a. tihîie '«heu tic practice of surt-er, 'vas at a low
cebb. Its terrible resuits '«ere ascribed to -poison;
botî -tic lead and guupowder ivere poisonous.
Ho'« could sucli f.atality occur if not fromn poison
But tinie refornîs miedical as '«cli as othier opin-

io~Now W~e have autisepsis of the track ai-d
caxeful covering of. thc Wound, to preveut. niierobal'
irÎlvasîo0ýi. Ho%« far tbis iiay -be camnried is yet- un-
known.

I only allude to the niarvels that are detailed by
Drs. iParkes and Senti. In experiments by the
formcir«on dogys, one fact is to be sp)ecially noted:
the frequency of the existence of entozoa, and
their mnigration througb the wound. One of the
greatest triuniphs of surgery is the- inarvelous utili-
ty of the arin after resection of th *i elbow-joint.
There is a possibilit), of a siniflar result in tlie
ankie. Should '«e not then regulate our treatnient

Th'le ruicrobal discoveries of Pasteur, Koch,
and their disciples h~ave placed ail our 'therapeuties
on a nie% basis. The subject is too trite to detaîn
v'ou -in ciscussing it. No one knows, '«heu a new~
discovery is made, how far it '«ili reach. No one
ean measure the possible triumiiphs of surg.ery.
The surgical atuiosphere is now antiseptie. Lister
1must take his place besicle Jenner. We do flot
mean carbolic acid and the spray when '«e speak
of Listerisni. There is already a wide range of
material to choose from. At present the records
of the triuniplis of antiseptic surgery flow from
eVery hospital.

Wb'Io.lbas not dreaded the care of a conipound-
fracture of the thigh? Dr. Hahn, of Becrlin, bold-
ly incises the sof't parts and exposes the surface of
the tibia under a streami of mercurie solution, In
ail these cases, mereiy the quiet necessar 'y to phy-
sologrical repair, w'ith. its antiseptic coveriug, comn-
prises the after-treatnient.

The great achievenient of the day,.,Ihoweiver, is,
by comuion consent, the marvellous growth of
laparotonîy. T hrougb yvhat a valiey of death have
the '«onderful resuits been obtained! Ho'« long
a timie it took -1o. learu that, after ail, it wvas flot
peritonitis we lià,d chiefly toýfear. It is but four-
teen years since Keifli electrified the, whole surgi-
cal w'orld wvith the report of ten- con.secutive cases
and but one-dcath ; but the. loss of the tenth case
struck the key-note. The peritoneuni miust
lienceforthi be dlean. Froru this time the death-rate
lias diniinished in the hands.of every operator, and
the establishied basis. of antisepsis is cleanliuess.
According to Ivr. Tait, even the exudates fron-t
peritonitis must be removed, and for this purpose
lie washes outrtie cavity withi 'ater from the city
*tap, wh'ich contains "tliirty-six -differen t kinds of
beasts." C 'Vjou rejeet axitiseptic medication?"
said 1 to M1vr. Tait, wvho replied "Yes, it, isai
rub'bish; there is but one antiseptic-soap anid
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