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collccted by lau'. \Ve are inclined to go further ini
our contention, ancd would say that %vitli sucbi powers
placeci upoti L ocal 13oarcis as, are deined by statute,
-1nd( whlichl (48 V.-, c- 45, S. S) ar' in the followi'ng
Nvords, ',anci the fact tliat similar cluties are b)y
statute implosed uipon the Local Boardi of I-I-ealthi,
shall not relieve the Meclical lealth Oflicer fromi
'Che performance of stich cluties," equally required
of Heia -ealth Officers, permois cleeming tbemi-
selves injured tbrougrh the ncg-lect of 'hie L ocal
B oard, or. iLs M-,cd ical J-lealth Officer, are entitled to
recover damages fromn the muLniicipal ity th erefor.

\Ve trust that at the comling Anmiiial Meeting of
the Association of 1«,xectivie I-Iealth Officers suchi
discussion wvill take lplace as wilIl tetici to give Medical
J-ealth Officers a truc idea of the duties devolving
uI)of them by law, and a proper appreciation of the
digi;t3 and importance of the office, as defined andi
sanctioned by statute.

HOSPITALS FOR I NFECTIOUS DISEASES.

M [I1'1-J the preseint uinusuial activity in T1oronto
il' with regrard t0 the necessit), wh'icb ex,,isîs for

iore hospital accommodation, and %yith the asser-
lion reported to be made by the Vice-Chancelloi,
and others interested'iii the niev Tni%,ersit), Hospital,
who recently visited a number of hospitals ini cities
iii the United States, 10 the effcct that no ciîy -of
the size of Toronîto appears to be so inadequately
supplieci Nith hospitals, it %vil] niot L'e inîproper fôr
us 10 refer briefly 10 one p)hase of the question of
hospital accommnodation, w'hich is of the greatest
and most permanent interest t0 the public. Mucb
more inie and encrgy are a'ipparently being dev'oted
tothe question of how 10. take care of the seini-
pau1)e and infirmi class. who are the niost comnron
hiabilites of our hospitals, than Lo die care of the
younig. wl'o niay be infected with or exposed tç) con-
taç,ious dliseases. Hospitals for infcîious diseases
haive existed in ngadfor a centuiry or miore. and
sniallpox hospitals have, on occasion, ben crected
in. a nunîber of Canadian cities andi towns. The
original idea of such hospitals wvas bo promnote the
recovery of the individuàI poor patient, for whom
other accommodation was wanting;- but the advan-
tages in thîs con nection were so ap)pareint, that froi
ain early- period of their hîistory iiif,!ctious disease
hiospitals have beeiî advocated: onl the g-round of
thieir protecting thie houseliold, agaiis t ýthe spread
of infecti- on. The firsi. disadvanîat.ge tha-t prcnted

itself in connection %vitil theni Nvas th'e fact thiai iw
fever bospitals infcction seenied ho r-eiiain ii j
cnt, anid patients sent for, one ailmient îook aniothecr;
and with tLe exception çf snliallpox, %wbere vaccin-
ation l)rotectcCl, nurses andi doctors citugbit these
diseases. Forty years pmg thiese becane seUiousý
evils, but %vitbl the clinical knoNleclgc whîich cishin-
,guished the v'arions fevers, il soon becainie apparent
thiat wh'ile outbreaks of typhoic iimighit be Iimiitcd
1w pu~re water, etc., typhus must be isolated in hios-
pitats, anld. patients removcd at once frou houses
%vith tbis camie house 10 biouse inspeCction ini out-
breaks of rever. Soon, as wvas naturaL. the saile
fiaci. became apparent regarching scarlet feé'er, and
with..the experience -of recent yecars we niay say that
it is equally true of diphibheria inin ost classes of
houses, -but especiahl) 'in Uic snlial lioiscs. o f the-
îiÔorer classes. 'l'lie first clîngers-apparent t0 such
were pointed out. by the late D)r. Parkes, \vlo saici
if- the crow'ding of hiealthy mcii lias its dangers, that
of man), sick persois wvould be muchb more.perilous.
The establishiment of the fever hospitals in Lonîdon
and Glasgow about 1862 during an epideniic of
typ)hus, through M,1urclîison and Gairdner, cid miuch
10 remov.'c the p)rejuclices against sucbi bosp)itals, and
to-day iii Englaiid andc in Ontario the Publie Iiealth
Acts containi special. regulations providing ýfor, the
establishiment of special liospîtal .icconmmiodation
for persons suffering frorn contagions diseases, w~ho
iii the opinion of the ïMedical I-Icaù.bi.Officer, or ie
Local Board cf 1-Ieah arc liable 10 suffcf froni lack
of pr0pcr treatulient, or wh'o niay in thîcir honmes
Lieconie claigerons t0 the public liealth. The iexî-
difficulty in Figland, as. it lias proved in Ontarioi
ai ose froin the objectionîs raised by 1)ropecrty ownle-s-
t0 their location; but the Ontario I-lea,-ltli Act of 1886
lias settîccl this question satisfactorily iii--tle- public.
inîcrest. In i SSo tliere wcre in .Engiland 300 sanii-
tar- districts whicbi had availed thienîselves- of the
powver to have special. pinces for persons %vho could
not be treated at their own honies -wiÉh safeîy t0
other people..

In i 88 i- Dr. Thorne Thiorne- iinspected some 70
liosptals n Eng and iad reported at lengthi oti the

whole suibjeçtiof infectious disease hiospitals. -i-ls
conclusions on the wliole niatter ate of the utmnost
value 10 not only Toronto% but ailso every -large city,
and even townshîip iii Ontario. Wberc best manàiaged_
thiere lias grown upeverywvhiere.a disposition, even -

amongst the better classes, to m-ake use -of hîi

's


