Hromide of Sodium. 1m

fuculty of our country. X thorofore lay boforo yqu, in briof,
facts gathered concorsing this disonse during my stay on.the
western coast of Africa.

Through tho kindnoss of Dr. Robert Smith, colonial surgeon
at Freotown, Sierra Leono, 1 was onabled to seo in the hospitals
under his charge a numbor of cases of lothargus.

As-tho name implics, the principal—and, in fact, only—symp-
tom that presonts.itself iy lethargy, and ono caso is essontially a
storcotypo of all.

The-patient, usually a male adult,.is seized without any pro~
monitary symy with o ion of drowsiness, which con-
tinues rapidly to-increaso in spito of all offorts to tbro\\' it off,
until ho sinks into a profound and scomingly natural sleep.
This continues for about twenty-ono days, when death takes
place. Throughoat the course of the.diseaso the pationt pro-
serves-a quiet-and peacoful conntenance, may bo oasily aroused
for a short time, will take nourishmont, and gonerally answor
a fow questions:in a perfectly rational manner.

The pulse, rospiration, and tomporature romain normal
throughont, the pupil is necither dilated nor contracted to any
noticeable-extent, and tho urine and freces-aro voided-with com-
parative regularity. With the exception of the abnormal ten-
doncy to sleop, nothing oxists to.denoto discaso.

Many careful post-mortem examinations: havo besn. mado
by.compotent men, but nothing of an abnormal character- has
been found. Dr. Smith informed mo that overy remedy that
could possibly bo of any avail had beon used without any.appa-
rent beneficial.effect.

Thoy sleop on, and quictly glide into oternity in spito of
professional skill.—AMedical World.
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Whatover. may bo the real thorap valuo of the b |
of putassium in the treatmeny of vpilopsy and otacr disorders
of the nersous systom, 1L has cume w be gencrally acknowledged
that its prolopged uso 13 ufien aucaded with serious wconvent-
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