ON 'TIIE VALUL OF ANMSTHETIC ALD IN MIDWIFERY, 1%

feared hamorrhage, to give a large dose of ergot towards the clogse of the Iabiour; hut
ke did not nhjeet 10 the use of uhlomfurm 04 well In apcralive midmﬂery anmsthietics
were Invaluable,

Mr, Geuvig referred to two cages of df,uih from chiloroform which hwi come nnder hzs
notice in hospital gurgical practice, in hoth of which the patfents had previously heen
the subjects of delirfum tremens ; and fn hoth the muscular tiszue of the heart was
found, after denth, to he soft und greasy—a conditlon, indecd, which the result of many-
exnminations showed 1o be tolershly uniform fn- most esses of. death from delirium
iremeng, Mr. Gervis considered that these cases, though not ohstetric, would tend o
corrnhornte the view of the unadvizability of sdministering cblomform in lubour where
the patients had heen the subjects of aleoholism,

Dr, Bannes rose to diselaim all regponsibility fn. the case of deuth after chlowform
which Dr, Xidd hed cited in copnexion with his name, “The case had been related by
Professor Fuye, of (Jl:ﬁstzana, e (r, Barneg) had eimply recorded it in sp English
journal, With respect to the use of chlorofurm fu rbﬂtatrigs, Dr, Barnes bad found, in
alarge experience of turning, that in many cases chloroform did not facilitate the opera~
ton. The influence of the hrain removed, the excito-motory eysiem swcmed 1o sct
more violently, and gometimes spaaumdil'al!y, the uterus resenting the fntroduction of
the hand, Under ordinary circumstances, tarning conld not he regarded oy 4 gevere or
painful operntion. Delivery hy turning wes sometimes less painful than by the head.
Again, in ordinary forceps cases, chlorofyrm was cerwinly not required either o facili-
. tate the operstion or Lo alluy puin, In operative midwifery, chloroform wag most
useful in turning where thers was unusual difficulty, and in difficnlt delivery after crani-
otomy, It appeared 1o him fncomprebensible how a special -immunity from the perile
of chloroform should pertain to puerperzl women. To say that 40,000 women had
taken chioreform in lahour, without any mishap, was one of those yague statements
which were entitled to little weight, Ife had himself given chloroform to facilitate the
exiraction of an sdhereny placenta, and had witnessed such exceeding prosiration for
three hourg afterwards as to make bim and another practitioner, who assisted, appre-
hengive of the instany death of the paticat. He should be sorry wo hsve it gupposed
that he entertained any prejudice against chloroform, He kpew its yalue in certain
cases, and gave it with'care; and yei without timidity, and should not be deterred
elther by the bad effecty he had witnessed or by those he had kzard of frora giving §t on
proper-oceasions,  He had heen especially gratified with the benefieisl effects of chlore-
form in cases of great pervous excitement, where the patients lahoured under o sense
of dresd of impending danger, and where even convulsions seemed 1o impend, He
belleved he had thus averted convalsions, and had certainly sceelerated labour. . He
tiought it worthy of inquiry why anssthesia had made so little progrese in Germany,
where interference in labour wus 0 much more general, It wag also worthy of remark
that Epglish midwifery maintained its greatly superior success, notwithgtanding the
introduction of ¢chloroform, - ' oL .

Dr. Guray gald that, from some ob ervations which had been made, it might be
inferred that chloroform was but little used {n midwifery in London; but lie was sure
that in no place was it more extensively employed, 2nd he could positively state that
amongst the upper classes it was almost upivergslly cumployed, - but with 2 general
fecling of abhorrence of anything like intense. fusensibility. Burprise had been xe-
presged by Dr, Barnes at the statement 1t 50 large a number of ‘cases had‘occurze‘d in
which chloroform had been used fnmidwifery without accident ; but there appeared o
be no difficulty in undérstanding this, for it should be remembered - 4hst it was never
right, nor was it required, to carry insensibility 80 far as io surgery.; and he (Dr.
Gream) was sure that all the fatality which had attended the exh:b;twn of. chlowform
" in midwifery had arisen from soxse little want of- care,.or from’ a-want of appreciation
of its power.  When anssthesia was first introduced he hud opposed, with others, the
indiscriminate use of it, for he thought that at that time jt was.recklessly employed ;



