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1 thought so at least, for certain of them, led by T. Wesley Mills, came
over daily after Dr. Bovell’s four o’clock lecture to reason high and
long with him
 On Providence, Foreknowledge, Will and Fate
Fixed Fate, Freewill, Forekncwledge absolute.”
Yet withal his main business in life was as a physician, much sought
after for his skill in diagnosis, and much Leloved for his loving heart.
He had been brought up in the very best practical schools. A pupil
of Bright and of Addison, u warm personal friend of Stokes and of
Graves, he maintained loyally the traditions of Guy’s and taught us to
reverenco his great masters. As a teacher he had grasped the funda-
mental truth announced by John Hunter of the unity of physiological
and pathological processes, and, as became the occupant of the chair of
the Institutes of Medicine, he would discourse on pathological processes
in lectures on physiology, and iliusirate the physiology of bioplasm
in lectures on the pathology of tumours to the bewilderment of the
students. When in Septemrber, 1870, he wrote to me that he did not
intend to return from the West Indies I felt that I had lost a father
and a friend; but in Robert Palmer Howard, of Montreal, I found a
noble step-father, and to these two men and to my first teacher, the
Rev. W. A, Johuson, of Weston, I owe my success in life—if success
means getting what you want and being satisfied with it.

II.

Of the value of an introductory lecture I am not.altogether certain.
[ do not remember to have derived any enduring benefit from the many
that I have been called upon to hear, or from the not a few that I have
inflicted in my day. On the whole I am in favour of abolishing the
old custom, but as this is a very special occasion, with special addresses,
I consider myself most happy to have bLeen selected for this part of
the programme. To the audience at large I fear that much of what
1 have {o say will appear tritc and commonplace, but bear with me,
since, indeed, to most of you how good so ever the word, the scason
is long past in which it could be spoken to your edification. As I
glance from face to face the most striking peculiarity is the extra-
ordinary giversity tlat exists among you. Alike in that you are men
and white, you are unlike in your features, very unlike in your minds
and in your menial ixaining, and your teachers will mourn the singular
inequalities in your capacitics. And so it is sad to think will be your
careers ; for one suceess, for another failure; one will tread the primrose
path to the great bonfire; another the straight and mnarrow way to
renown; some of the best of you will be stricken early on the road,



