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intelligenco is infinite, it atill needs a created guide to work its
organioc mechanism, huran skill to direet its operations—and
sound judgtmont to control its almost ommnipotent power. [ look
on language as tho grand laboratory of man in which he conducts
all bis psycholigic.ni’c.\pemnuuls, and on whose beng come forth
the resalts of all hisx claborations. Is it not the gy amasivu m
which tho powers of his mind recerve therr development—and the
living ealubiter of lus acyurements 2 Through 1t the mw of nuud
keeps up its ceaseless motion, pushes on its everlarting progres-
sions in on direction or other.  Every ratonal idividual is less or
more originating, controlling, directing the nuscen movemems of
his goul—aud bringmg lumself o contact wal objects and inilu-
ences—with men and things—emgzaging m purswiis and tormng
companionships, and thus i ways mnamerablo lormng and monnd-
ing himsell sl exorting a ))owcrful progressive aitluence on tho
animated world without —through the medinm of language.

But nat only hus the Creator blessed man with tlus high gult,
which gives him a preeminence in the range of mtellectual crea-
tion. He has also blessed him with the gift of hands. The two
endowments with which man may bu consudered as crelusively
gifted, and which appear prineipally 10 have comduced to his pre-
eminence in the range of iuteilectunl cieation, e specch aml the
possession of his hands.

Had man been merely furnished with speechi, without the means
of recording his acts and reflections, he might, undeed, have pre-
served by tradition the names of Homer, Vi, Cicero, Shak-
apeare, and Milton, but few of their tnouzts as thiey camno from
their own lips would have reached us through this medium!
Without a recording power—recording means, and skill to use
them, how could man give permancice to lus perceptions and
thoughts, and give to the world aud to po-tenty the eflorts of tus
own intelicetual powers, or transmit to coming generations what
of the intelligence, wisdom, and skill of past ages, have reacheil
him ?7—1In speaking of language the hand should never bn over-
looked. The structure and very avouderful adaptation ot this part
of the human form to inan’s purpose 13 justly consuered as one of
the most curious works produced by the Aimighty Creatos.  Tuis
admirabie instrument—the elaborations of which excite our wonder
and delight, whether we coutemplato them 1 the cluselled mo-

4. The African stock of Janguages.

6. 'Tho American stock.

6, The Aceanic stock.

To give even an outhue-exposition of Language—aud its mul-
tifarious developments—traceable m these stuchs o fumnes,
with their cognates,—so far as Etymological iesearches, or re-
cent advauces m Ethnology with sespect 1o Janguage, have
brought within reach, would tnuch exceed the nmis ol wmany lec-
tures :i—Which of the languages was the prumiive language, or
the vno that comes nearest 1, s stul an vpen yuestion=—but cer-
tainly woithy of exammnation,

From Adam to the tume of the building 0. the towr of Babel, we
are told that the whole carth was of oune life, speech ur lunguage.
Then camo the sigual judgment of the Gieat Brigg whuse pover
thuy had contemned, and whose muficeuce they Trad disregard-
ed; and that miracle was wrouglt which, as loug as the world
shall fast, will stand as a contuimal evidence of the power and
presence of tho Alimighty, as well as of fus wisdom, and the ab-
solute character of hus own Jecrees.—He does in heaven, und be
does on earth according 10 lus own will, and deternninate counsel.
By the coufusion of language a barner was rused up jor the segre-
gation of vur species 1t distinct communilies : by the pentecostal
miracle, asure sign was given to man of 1ts ulimate demohition.
—To confound language,” was a nuracle requited 1—To prepare
the first preachers of the gospel for the work of gathering all
iribes and nations into one body m the Messiah, wasa stupendons
miraclo necessary 7 Was @t not, thinh you, as neeessary, aud as
accordant with the wisdom of God, aud with lus purpuses—Ius
ciuds and decrees, with respect to Adam and lus race, that he
should gift him as he came from lus haud, with that facuhy wiuch
so marks him out, and fits hum, 10 be the lond of thus part of the
Creator’s domimon ?—The apostles were nstantaneously gifted
with a power and an intelhgence to speak iuslanlancuus?y in
languages they before hnew not, nut babhngly, but witlt a cor-
recisess and a command of words winch impressed and convinced
~—~solemuly and deeply the immense mixed auditory.—Just so
nught ot be with Adaw: no svoner (id he become the intelhzent
image of lus Maher—uo sooner dud he become the ihernitor of the
wmspiration of the Almughty 1n reason and understandmg, than
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numents of Grecian art or the ten thousand curious manutactures | inseparably fiom these lie was o possession of a power to con-
of our own days ;~all that is tastefal i Art or anxuiary to science, | verse with tus Creator—unat bablingly—ucohereutly —ou 1n meagre
—cven this plastic aml creative member fathfully, most in- | disjointed language, but 1 language every way susting the cren-
geneously and permaueuntly uwotes.  For this register ot thought— j ture—the head of the lhuman race, 1 holding conveise with Him,
this active und skilful agent that warns to shape amd practical use, whose antelligence 1s anfinitey and the work of whose hamd s, in
the contrivances of the mund how thanhful stouid we he to the | every respect, perfect and suited for ite ends.—But we must not

Authar of every good and perfect gift!

I should now proceed to suy semething about the mululorm
changes and progressions of langzuage ; but withu the compass of
a lecturo, [ find that little Lesides enamerating s leading divi-
sions can be attempted.

Dr. Lathan divides languages into four classes:

1. Languages of the Chinese type—withont tlcction.

2. Agglutinate—which have ansen out of the juxtaposttion of
different words.

3. Amalgamate—having wflectious, the elements of which can
seldom be shown as separate 1ndependent wornds.

4. Languages of thz English type, fatling back from wflection.

i?clﬂcgel proposes the following classifications :
matical composition or argamzation.

angaages with monosyllabic roots—but meapable of gram- | Grecian Ast, without studyin
j of a language, 1s 11s organic

i leave our snbject here  Generally and pracucally we have to do

y with this gift'as it has come down to us.—We ate the devisces of

i s rich inheritance. As such let us examine 1t more closely. It

. 1s @ bequest worth keeping, and worth improving : and as 1t floats

. along.the vy voice, to be by us, suttably—properly and cor-

¢ rectly used. )

. % The construction of language has its phulosophy, its facts, its
laws. Do we wish to understand 2 language in its constructive
form—in 1ts literature—as it exists in its best models? We must

j sludy nts stereotyped facts in its productions. A hnowledge of
any language implies a familianty with the facts or laws of ity

j construction.  We caunot have the one without the other, any
more than we can know the prnciples of Assynan, Ezyptian, or

x its master-preces.  The literature

Ti/'c. Fust came the thought, then

2 Monosyllabic languages, susceptible of composition, aud on | came the uiterance, and o, of many srticulated utterauces at Jast

whieh their grammar and organization depend.

3. Languages which consist of dissyllabic routs and three cou-
sonants as tae vehicles of their foundumental sizniticaton.

Adelung, onc of the most accomplished pinlologists that ever
existed, gives the following divisions :—

i L The monosyllabic—as the Clinese, Siamese, Avenese, Tibe-
ian.

2. The Indo-European, or those which have derived their origin
from the Iebrew 1ot as Sauserit, Median, Arabian, Lycian,
Phrygian, German, Etwsean, Cantabnan, Greek, Celue, Laun,
Solavouie,~ont of which have ansen all the languages of Europe,

3. The Tartaric, which he divides in10 5 stocks 3 1. Sporadic 5
The Caucasian, 3. The Tantarnan, 4. The Siberan, and 5th
the Insular.

4. The African division—of many cognates.— And 5. The
American—of perhaps as many.

The common classification is as follows :

1. The Chinese stock of languages.

2, The Shemitic ditto.

3. The Indo-European ditto,

9

e

1 grew the laws—the sciences of language aud its grammar. Now
, the study of the grammar of any language 1s, in fact the study of
, us laws and productions, as embodied 1n the latter.  Giammar has
; o other function than to Jearn and set forth the laws of Janguage,
yand which depend upon the Jaws of thought. These again find
 their systematie expression tn what is termed logic. The logeian
hus to do with states of the intellect, the grammarian is concerned
1 with verbal utterances.” .
i But let us take a closer and more famihar view of language
| tts plain and practical use.—What 1> language but a combination
y of sounds ; and what do they repiesent, but states of mind,—men-
| tal conceplions ? Mental conceptions represent eaternal objects,
and the connection between external objects aud their writien or
! printed names may thus be explained :—lines make letters ; letters
, make syllables; and syllables make words; and words represent
y sounds ; sounds represent ideas ; ideas represent outward objects,
—that 1s persons or things, Consequently, objects are the busis
Iof language ; ideas are its essence 3 sounds are its medium, and
lines are its forms. These outward objects and internal realiiies,
are set forth by signs—signs made by the mouth,~signs made by



