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But there are certain dcfects in the present system of
management in schools which should be remedîed to
render it more strictly in accordance witli known physio-
logical laws, and the removal of these defccts lies in great
part with those to whomn the general direction of the
schools is intrusted by the people.

IL is too mîich the practice in many places for the
directors to fix the number of books to be studied, and
the amount of instruction, or more strictly, the number
of pages of the book to be gone over in a specificd time,
and this ivithout any adequate conception of the capacity
of the children to acquire clearly and definitely the ins-
tructions thus marked out for thcm.

Every one knows that there is a vast variety in the
mental capacity of children, and in the development ofý
those powers of mind whichi are required for their pro.
gress in learning. Some develop certain powers early
and rapidly, white others attain their growth and power
by vcry slow degrees; some have a fondness and aptness
for one study, and some for another; what is liard and
repulsive to one, is easy and pleasant to another, and to
expect ail these children of different capacities to at'ain
the same proficiency in the same studies, is looking for
whiat can neyer in the present constitution of the humnan
mind be attained. Take a class in arithmetic: part of
the class wvill learn the tesson with the greatest case, part
wiil acquire it by dint of hard work and assistance from
others, and anothier part will scarcely be abl e to under-
stand the tesson with the best instructions of the teacher.

Now what is obviously needed in this case, is tlîat the
teacher should give special care to those who niost need
thal care, to enable them to learri the tesson so as fully
to understand the reasons for the different processes or
steps taken to reach the end. Lt is uscless to say that the
teaulier hias flot time to give to the drilling of that duil part
of the class, for that is just the part which, req ires the
teacher's speciai efforts and attention, to place the subjcct
in a-clear and correct lIght before the pupil, so that lie
will understand clearly what is donc, and why iL is donc;
the others wvili acquire the tesson without any extra
labor on the part of the Leacher, and if education is, to bc
what iLs name impties, careful, diligent and continued
efforts must be made to draw out the powers of the duilci
chiid,and give them that dirqction and suilpport which t.hey
so machi need. IL ivili flot to do have the work donc ir
a careless, Iistless ivay, as if it werd no maLter whether th(
child understood or flot, but the wvhole process should b(
carefutty exptained, and ecd step, understood <ullb
before another stcp is taken.

But again, iL is said this wiii take up toe niuch ime
and the teacher will not be able to carry the ciass througl
the prescribcd amount. That is just the folly whicl
sho Id be corrected at thc commencement. IL is infini
teiy better for thc future education of the mental owers
that the child should thoroughty and ciearly unJ(erstaný
the principies, which lic at tic foundation of any branci
of knowicdge, than that he should go over thc whoh
book without being able to give a reason for what i
done. IL is this pushing children forwvard over se mani
books, without giving them tinie or opportunity ti

tAnersandas thcy shoutd what they are hurried over
wvhich is the fundamental error in the present systemn o
teaching.

The directors and parents too often judge the efflcienc,
and abiiity of a tear.her by tic auîounit of space which, hý
înay be aide te carry tic child over, totaily ignoring th
gr"eat fact that it is tic quality and clear understandlný
of wiat is learned which is education, flot Lie ameunt c
books gone over, ivithout Lie ability of tie child, ivie:
Lie book is finished, ho givo any cicar statement et' wha
lias been studied.

The pratice is far too common of making mcmory tic
great feature in education,, requiring a ciild to commit te
memory a variety of matter, toe often without any
explanatien of tic meaning, and without insisting or
requiring that the other powers ot' mi, reason, reflcc-
tion and imaaination siouid aiso lie equaily and simul-
taneously tZ'rained.

Correct education consists essentially in the careful
and equable training of ail the powers and facuities of
the mind, not giving undue prominence Lo one but stri-
ving to exercise eaclj in sucli a wvay tiat iL may bc
brought into active, cautious and legitimate use, and tien
the ciild may be said t9 be passing througi a course of
education. Any other Course is the mèrest misnomer for
education, and is onty misteading and leaving the impres-
sion on the mind of the ciild that hie is fitted for tie
duties of life when hie has scarcely attained te a definite
nnderstanding ofth Le first principics on wiicti al truc
knowiedge is based, and when his thinking powers have
net been trained so as te enable him te grasp in a satis-
tory manner any of the probiems hie may at any moment
be caiied upon lo attcmpt te selve.

Let iL be distinctly understeod by all directors, Leachers
and parents that wliat is needed is that the child shouid
have a clear idea of one point before hie is allo'ved to go on
to another *tiat it is intlnitely preferable that only a page
cf a book shloutd be tlîoreughly understood, tian that tie
whole hook should be gone througli in a superficial man
ner, with very littie explana tien, and no correct understan.-
ding and impression on the mmnd of wvhaL is intended Lo be
Lauglit. The knowledge te lie of any benefit must be 80
acquired that iL can be apptied whenever occasion may
cati for iLs use, and it is just tuis kiiîd of practical know-
ledge cf which so lîttie is brought ouL and rcndered
practicable by se mucli cf tic teaching of tic present
da.

Tue bearing cf att thus on the causation cf mental di-
sorders is plain and unmistakabte. In thc confiict of life
anid amid Lhe trials, temptahions and struggles which

Lmcei and womcn liavetto mieet, iL is very essenLiai tiat
their minds should be se bala ncea that ttîey can take
sound and sensible views cf their surroundings,, and be
alte to draw correct conclusier.s, from given premises. Ltf
the memery lie educated aL tic expense cf tic reason aud

1 refiexion, wiat can a man do whe bas neyer licen taugit
te reason or reflcct and form a correct judgment. Hc is
too likcly te be swayed by passion and prejudice, and

ryietd te their direction, ratier thani take a course wvhicli
calm judgment would indicate te bu tic bé-st.

But there is *stili an clement wanting lin this mental
i training, witiout wiich ail these otier aids will be cf
i littie avait. Man is a moral as wcil as an intellecLual

being, and unless tic moral powers are Lraincd equally
xih tic intetiectual, thc mnan will in all probabitity bc a

1 one-sidcd character. IL is not intcnded te insist, tiat by
ýi a moral sioutd lie understood a reiigious education, as
3 tuis ltLer beiongs more directty, and particulariy Le
s parents and retigious teachers, but it is insisted upon
r tiat a sound moerai education can lie given without any
D denominational lias.
1, IL has been said by au eminent Scotchman that tie wvit
f and wisdom cf tie Scot was lu great part obtaincd liy

his lieing obliged in carly youti te read as part cf bis
y regular reading tesson, mic Provcrbi cf Se lomon, but

esince that iad been changed, the wit wvas deciining.
c A heacher nîay give occasional lessons in moral train-
n- ing by holding up before tic pupil tic wrong cf certain
f actions, and tic sin cf committing certain crimes, but iL
n is infiinitety wviser and better tiat thc mmnd cf Lie sciolar
1t shouid lic thoroughly inibued witi principies wliich

vill -bcofet incalculable beiiefit in cvery rircum-stance ini
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