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cal and idolatrous naturalism." * The
upper classes arc in a somowlrnt diftcr-
lent state ; ccrtainly not a happier one.
" Tere is a fatal indifference consum.
ing us," says Signore Bonghii, one of
Italy's most distinguishied sons. Thiere
scems a gncral lac k of cearnestucs; the
mental fibre is terribiy rolaxed. Tiiese
uuiîappy mon can neithor bolieve nor
disbelieve. Tlîey fail under Dante's
tremoudous dentunciation of

qilesti sciaurati clic mai non ftor vivi-
(More miscreants who ncvcr,.werc alive.)

Tlîey attack the priests, but send thoir
children to Jesuit sehools; sud wlien
death approaclies tlîey accep4 the rites
of the Church, partly becauso of the
solicitation of thocir famnilies, and partly
because thecy Lée they must have soine-
thing to dling to as they enter t.hc dark
nseen.

Tite general toue of moralit y in Ital-
iau Society is low. Ive do0 not assert
that, iu the relations of the sexes, it
fails belowv the uçuni continental stand-
ard. Wle are disposed to set iL hflier
than it is in France. We refer r-.! ler
to trutlîfuiness and integrity. Reccntly
the Prime Minister, Signore Giolitti.
afllrnicd that dishonnesty is tlîe great
cause of Italy's finaucial troubles. In
the Cliamber of Deputies lie declared
that, " as comparcd witlî an Italiani ex-
change, «Monte Carlo itseif is an lîonest
place." Poor Italy ! how is national
wcal to be buiît up on so rotten a
founidation ?

Thc marvel is that, in a community

* As -tvc wvrite this our cyc IightA on a para-
graph in a Paris newspapecr, La. Croix, or may
rilli, 185, which wve translate litcraliy -I nc
nAvs XrrArzKDg 80WELL. They write te us frot
Sora, in Italy, as folUowâ. For a fortoiiglit Luis
part or the country lias been in prayer the %whole
day. The worlpeýople inade processions bare-
foolcd, with crowns of tiorns on their boude
nnd carrying the relics of the hioly patrons of the
churches Ncvcr %vas therc, a more movlng
epectacle. Thcy praycd @o wefl that, for the
luat three day5, wc liave liad mnnch tain. TRie
country le eaved. So docs (iod show favor to
simple, hceartfclt prycr.11 Assnredly we donfot
qîlote this to laugh at It. Cali it crednility, If
yon choose ; it le Inflnitely better than athecisîn
or agnostIclisru.

so devoid of failli, truc mental energY
of any kind can survive ; for dotiht fi
flot only chilling, but killing. Take,
for example, Leopardi, one of the niost
distinguislicd pooLs of rocent days. U1N
unbelief is absolute. île speaks of

l'infliflta vailAL (Ii tlîtto
(the Infnite vanlty of ail tlîings),

aud yet this man wvas even passionat.
iu lus patriotisîn. It would seein thlat,
in thc noblor few, " tî genial ciîrrenit
of the soul" is not frozen iutoa ntm
of ice ; and whien the avenues to nuiothler
sud bettcr world are closed against îL,
it nioves wiith the greater strongrth hn
the direction of the teIinpi)tfl &id e4Irtll.
ly; but thc mind of tIe great mass
must stag«nate into apathy aind death,
wlwre fiitlî is extinet. Lot iL ho ob.
served that these remarks liold goodj of
the Ment of ltaly ; it would bc litijilsî
to spply thora w:'lîout qualification to
tht' w~omesi. Jli,!,iiisly snd illomily
taw w.onîer stand higlier tlîan the meun;
and vcry dccidedly se in thc imp)ortalit
maLter of teniperance.

The subjcct of this paper is religion
in Italy. liVc can touch but slig iy
on education. It is r.tIer singil.irtli.il
tiiere are toi) mauy universitios and tee
fcw scho'l]s. Thc former, ses-entren in
numb.er, ire irrcgularly scîîtteredl ovr
thiecountry. M;îny of tiierni.rctiil:d,
inadequate institution.,, two or thirc
of wlîiclî shiould lbc collibinced i:no one
-a reforin, howevcr, wivi-rl loca prej.
tîdice resists.

Before thc kingdoni of Itsly vas
formed in 1870 educition was ina vcry
îînsatisfactory state ail os-or the coun-
try, witlî the exception of Piodmosin.
A few were fair]y -%vcll traincî; flic
iasses wcre alnuost entirely ilflitrat.
The Italant Goveruinient dmsrvcs ro
small credit for iLs efforts to extcndl
popular instruction. Eleniontary- edu-
cation is gratuitous. Evcry comnmune
of four thiousand inhiabitants and up*
ward is bound ta send thec childrcn to a
primary sehool. Stili, a very large pro-
portion o! tlîe popuilation cannot reud,
dhictly amnong thc women. This is tic
case spccizilly in thec Southi.
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